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) 
In the Matter of the Joint Application of ) 
~ ~o~o W~TE? CORPO~ATION. a corporation,) 
and El Dorado Irrigat:ion Diztrict, for a.n ) 
order from tb~ Ra1lro&d Commission of t~e ) 
State ot California t~ authorize tho £01"- ) 
:ner to sell &lCl. c~n v0y .!lnd the 1 attar to ) 
:9urchase and acquire the propGrties here- ) 
inafter described; and for ~ order ~uthor-) 
iZ1ng the El Dora.d.o ;Vs.i::er Corpors.tion to ) 
cease furnishing wa tel' to the public use. ) 
----------------------------------) 

Application No. 13515 

Stephen F. Otis of Zin3d~le, OtiS & Johnson, 
for E1 Dorado Water Corporation. 

Raymond A. Leonard and Thomas llaul, 
for E1 Dora.do Irrigation District. 

LOJTTIT, CO~ISSIONER: 

In this proceeding, El Dorado Water Corporation, a cor-

poration, engaged in the pub11c ~tility business of selliDg water 

tor domestiC, irrigation and commercial purposes 1n El ~orado 

County, asks authority to sell its propert1es to El Dorado Irriga-

tion District, which joins in the application. 

~ public bearing in this proceeding was held at Placer-

ville after ell interested ~arties had oeen duly notified and given 

an opportunity to s.ppear and be heard. 

Pro~ the evidence it appesrs that El Dor~do ~ater Corpora-

tion is now delivering water to approximately 6000 acres of land 

planted principally to young pear orchards, ~d that bocause of the 

lim1ted water supply of tho utility, it is pr~ctically im,os31ble to 

extend serVice to ot~er lands in the area served and now deSiring water • 
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• • 
~he present water s'J.pply is obtained from ~'7estern States Gas and 

Electr1cCompallY, a corporatio:l, under the terms of So written agree-

~ont provi~1ng for the dolivery of 40 seoolld foot of water for 

agricultural purposes and 5 second feet for mining use during the 

irrigation season. The utility also rece1ves a small additional 

supply from the natural fl,ow of Webber Creek upon wbich it hes s. 

dam providing a small ~ount of storage. 

In order to meet the de=anis for more water, which co.ud 

not be met by reason of the financial c ondi tion of the utili ty, the 

2l Dorado Irrigation District has been formed which now includes 

some 30,700 acres of land of whicll about 20,000 acres are susceptible 

to irrigation. This District proposes to develop an additional 

wa ter supply by means of c torage on Sly Pe.rk Creek, e. tri bu tary of 

the Consumnes R1 var, whi c.c. under th~ firs t g,top of the proposed 

devolopment will provide sufficient water to, irriga"te 4,000 acres 

in addition to those now s~rved by the utility. ll!ore ws.ter can be 

developed on other brancbes of tho Consumnes River as the future 

decands re~uire until the who10 irrigable area Within the District 

'boundaries is suppli0d. A 'oond iss"J.e of ~~l, ~OO, 000. has been voted 

by th0 District, out of which it is proposed to pay (~365, 527.63 for 

the properties $.Ild rights of the El Dorado Water Corporation, pro-

vided the transfer is msde as of June 1st, 1927. Th0 remainder of 

the bond issue is to be used to COV0r the cost of the first storage 
unit on Sly Park Creek. 

Tbe District boundaries include all the land.s now served . 

by the El Dorado W~ter Corpor~tion. However, about six land owners. 

representing some ZOO acr0S of land, 0lected to stay out of the 

District, and tboir lands were excluded. Of the ~bove 200 acres, 

86 are llOW under irrigation. ::owover, according to tho testimony, 

those l~ds vlill 'be sdmi ttod to the District upon proper s,:!?plicat1on, 

and tho District will continue to serve those land owners with water 

£l. t rellsoIl~ble ra. te:;: and in the amounts they had used in the :past. ;31.~; 



In order to protect the present water c.onsumers and :;l.ssure 

them So con tinlled suppl~" of water in the quantities now being de-

livered, the Commission wus ae~ed to include in its order a pro-

vision which will insure the present consumers the right to the 

water now supplied. Owing to the l1mited quantity of water available 

and possible dD.:nage tbo.t might resuJ. t to the present users in ca.so 

the sdd.itional supply of water should not be a.vailablo, the f'ollow-

ing oreier 'hill provide for the cl. e11 very o:f wa. ter to the present 

consumers in tho smounts esta1Jlis.b.ed. by' 'Use in the P3St. 

Applicants :further roquested that the terms ot the option 

providing for'the tr~nsfer of the property to take place in tho months 

of October, Novembor und Dece~ber of a.ny partioular year be aoended 

in accordance with a stipulation entered into by and between the 

utility and the District which provided :for the transfer to be 

made a~ of Juno 1st, 1927, and that the consideration be $365,527.63. 

This amondment wus proposed for tho purpose of expediting the 

transfer, un~ appears reasonable, as the bonds have already been 

sold and it ie expected tb~t the funds therefrom ~1ll be avail~ble 

on June 1st of this year. ~his arrangement will per~it the District 

to enter imm0di~tely into its construction program for the develop-

ment of additional water supply anei will result in making it avail-

able for use within tho Dietrict at ~ correspondingly earlier date. 

:ho Co~~issi~n is &lso asked to authorize tho El Dorado 

Water Corporation to cease furnishine water for public use in El 

Dor~do County. ~s the testimony shows that the n1strict will take 

ever all the corporation's eXisting obligations os to servico, 
this pormission wlll 00 granted. 

The follOwing order is su.ggested.: 

El norado ~ater Corporation, a corpora.tion, having made 

applic&tion to transfer its properties in El Dorado County to El 
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Dorado Irrigation District, whicb joins in the ap~lication; & public 

hearing bavinG been held thereon; the matter h~v1ng been submitted, 

and the COmr:lission being now fully informed in the matter, 

I T IS :E-:E:R.Ei3Y O?.DERED th~ t El Dorado V!a ter Corpo rf.l. ti on, $. 

corporation, be and i.t is hereby authorized to transfer to ID. 

Dorado Irrigation District, its irrigation system and water properties 

as more p~ticularly described in a~d subject to the terms and 

conditions of £Xhibit ~A" attached to the application herein and 

made s part hereof, and upon the following further conditions: 

1. That portion ot the option entered into by and betwee~ 

El Dorado Water Corporation and the El Dorado Irrig~tion District, 

providing for the transfer of the properties of said corporation dur-

ins the !!lonths of Oc tober, !~ovember una Decc:::lber, may be SJ:lcn~ed. to 

permit the transfer to take place as of June 1st, 1927 in accordance 

with the stipulations filed by both parties to the option. 

2. Tne indentures of transfer to be executed by the 

El Dorado VIa ter Corporation for the properties herein authorized 
, 

to be cvnveyed shall provide among 0 ther things tho.t upon and after 

the tr~nsfer to it of said proporties, the El Dorado Irrigation . ". , ./ .. 
District sball serve and continue to serve with water the lands now 

served. by saici 'NateI' Corporation with water; and tha.t the people 

therein J or a.ny thereof, shall be entitled upon and after such 

transfer ~o obtain wa~er from the said District to ~t least the same 

0xtent as the said '/Vater Corporation was obliged to furniSh wo.ter, 

provided, furthGr, that any tolls or chargos that may be cbarged 

or fixed for such water or services by said District shall bo fair 

and eqUi table. 

z. ~he e.uthori ty herein granted sha.ll apply only to such· 

transfer &s may have been made on or before December 31, 1927, and 

a certified copy of the final instrument of conveyance shall be 

iiled wi ti:. tho Commission "by El Dorado liVe. ter Corpors. tion, .a c orpora-

tion, within thirty (30) days froQ the date on which it is exec~ted. 
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4. Within ton (10) days of tho date upon which El Dorado 

Water Corporation, So corporation, actually relinquishes control and 

possession of the property heroin authorized to be transfored, it 

shall file with this Commission a certif1ed statement ind1cating 

the d~te upon which such oontrol sod possession was relinquishod. 

IT IS PURTBE3 ORDERED that upon the cO:Dlplatlon 'of the 

t~an$fer herein authorized ~nd upon the compliance by 31 Dorado 

W~ter Corporation, a corporation, with the foregoing terms and 

conditions, the sa1d corpor~tion shall st~nd relieved of its 

obligat1o:lS and liu"oili ties as So publicLu tili ty to supply we. tel' to 

its consumers. 
For all othor purposes the effective date of this order 

shall be twenty (20) d.ays and after tne do. te here of. 

Tho foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved 

~ud orderea I~led as the opinion and order of the Railroad Comm~ssion 

o~ tbo St~to of Cnliforni~ I~ 

:Dated e.t San ~:rancisco, Ca.lifornia th15_2' ( da.y 

of A:pril, 1927. 
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