
Dec1sion No. Ira)y: 

BEFORE THE RAILRo.AJ) COMMISSION OF Tl1E ST~E OF CALIFORNIA. 

In the Matter of the Application ot 
F~T~ WORD for certificate of public 
co~venience and necessity to o»erate 
passenger and express ~to stage 
service between a pOint on tp,e Neva.da-
Californ1a Stateline near ~eno Junct­
ion and Loyalton, Cali forma. 

In the 1!a tter of the A.:pp11cati on of 
FP..AEK WORD and. WILtI.A:M: SPALETTA, JR. 
for certificate of public convenience 
and necessity to operate passenger, 
freight and e~ress auto stage service 
between Chilcoot, by Loyalton, Sierra­
ville, Sattley and Sierra City, to 
Do~evi1le, California. 

) 
) 
) 
) Application No. l2839 
) 
) 
) 

) 
\ 

J 
) 
) Application No. l2840 
) 
) 
) 
) 

w. ~ Kearney, tor Applicants. 

James S. Moore, Jr., for Western Pncific 
Railroad Company. Protestant in 
Application No. 12840. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

FRANK WORD has petitioned the Railroad Commission, 

in accordance with his amended application, for an order de­

claring that public convenience and necessity require the 

operation by him of an automobile 8t~ line as & common car­

rier ot passengers and eXl)ress between the Ca.liforxli8,-Nevada. 

State line on the Reno hie;h"iva.y south of Reno Junction, sel'Villg 

Loyalton,S1·erra.ville and sattle,-, and. all intermediate :points 

between Chilcoot and. Sattley, as an extens10n ot applicant's 
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present service between said. state line and Cs.lpine via 

Chilcoot as authorized in Decis10n No. l5343 on Application 

No. 10711, dated Augnst 26, 1925. 

Ap:pllcant proposes to charge rates a.nd. to opera.te 

on a time schedule in accordance w1~ Exhibits "A" and ~Bn 

attache~ to said application, a~ to use the equipment describ­

ed Exhibit ftC" attached thereto. 

No one appea.red 1n opposition to the granting of 

said ap~lication • 

.FRA.NX WORD and. nW.A.M s:PALE~!u, JR., copa.rtners, 

have petitioned the Railroad Commiss1on tor an order declaring 

that public convenience' and necess1ty require the operation b7 

them of an a.utomobile stage and tru.ck line as a. commoncarri.er 

ot passengers, freight aDd express between Chilcoot and DoWDie­

ville, serving Loyalton, SierraVille, Sattley, Sierra City and 

intermediate points. 

Applicants propose to charge rates and to operate 

on a. time echedule 1n acco::-d.a.nce with Exhibits "A" and "l3" at-
, . 

tached to said application, a~ to use the eqUipment described 

in Exhibit "C" attached thereto • 
. , 

western Pacific Railroad Compa~ appeared as a pro-

test~nt in so far as said application involves t~portation 

of treight between Chilcoot and Loyalton. 

A public heariDg on the above-named applications 

was conducted betore Exam~ner Satterwhite at ~ortola. The 

matters were ~bmitte~ and are now ready for decision. Said 

applications were eonsolidate~ at the hearing for the purpose 

of receiving evidence and tor decision. 
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The evidence shows tha.. t a:pplicant, FraJ:Il: Word, operates 

an authorize~ st~ ~~ e~res~ service between the Nevada state 

line and Calpine and certain way-pOints Via Chilcoot and'S&ttley, 

but bas no authority to carry either local passengers or express 

matter between Chilcoot and Sattley and intermediate points. 

On Julr 1, lS26, applicants, Word an~ Spaletta, as 

co-partners, were awarded the mail contract between Ch1looot 

and DoWDiev111e via Loyalton aDd Sierra City, and ever since 

said date have been transportiX1g the. United states mail in ao­

cordance with the terms ot sa.1 d. contract ove~ a.Dd. along this 

route. They are the successors, with respect to this mail 

route, ot Charles Dt:tbourdieu, who, upon his failure to secure 

the mail contractagain.a.ba.ndone<l. on Jul;y 1, 1926, his auth­

orized operative rights to carry passengers and treight between 

the points now proposed ~o be serve~ by said appl!cants. 

The record Shows that the passenger and freight busi­

ness between Chilcoot and Downieville is so 11m1 ted in volUttte 

that a. stage a.nd. tru.ok operator must hold and operate the United. 

States mail contract in coDJunction therewith in order to operate 

suceessta.llJr, or a.t an;y profit. It was shown b;y a:p:p11cant, Word, 

in cozmection with his p:roposed extended service to intermediate 

points between Chilcoot a~ Sa~tle~ that he would be able to 

expedite both passenger trat:f'1e and express matter weighing o:al.7 

50 ~ounds. All freight or express matter in excess ot 50 pounds, 

together with all passengers dest1ne1 to ~o1nts beyond Sattle7 

and to DoWDiev111e can, without conflict with the proposed serv­

ice of applicant, Word, be transported by the proposed service 

of applieants Word ~ Spaletta, eo-~artners, between Chilcoot 

and DoWD!ev11le. 
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Theev1dence shows that the terr1tor.y proposed to 

be served cons1sts ot a fa~ingand da1r.ying section between 

C'.a11coot al:Id. Sierra 01 ty t s.nd a. lumber snd mining district 

between Downieville aDd Sierra City and vicinity_ The owners 

ot general merchandise stores, together with all tarmers along 

the entire r~te, desire the proposed service ot a~pl1cant,Word, 

as well as the prop,osed. service ot Word a.nd Spaletta, co-~artne1"8. 

The :passenger busin~ss consists ma.iIlJ.y of laborers who work in 

the lumber mills at Loyalton and Calpine and on the ranches &long 

the line. The record iudieates that the main volume of freight 

~ express matter will be shipped trom Sacramento or Reno, oon­

sisting ot groceries, farm supplies and machine pa.rts, dry' goods 

and fra.1ts and. vegetables. :aeno is now the ehie:r buyi .tl8 center 

of e.l.l perishable goods, such as fruits and vegeta.bles a.nd limit­

ed shi;pments ot :t:al'Dl supplies 8.Xld :aecess1 ties, wh1ch are tra.na­

ported. to Chilcoot over the western J?a.cific Railroad and thence 

by auto tl'tl.ck to the mercba.nts a.nd farmers along the ;proposed 

routes of applicants. . 

It appea.rs tha.t the weight ot shipments from Reno 

to Chilooot o~ these tar.m necessities and »er1shable goods 

ranee as an average tl'Om 50 to 100 pounds, and rarely exceed 

300 pounds in weight. The heavier shipments ot goods, wares 

and merehaDa1se are transporte~ mainly trom Sacramento and 

San Francisco to Loyalton, the terminal o~ a branoh line ot 
the Western Pacific P.a.11road Compa,ny operating out ot Portola. 

Loyalton, with a popula.tion ot a.bout 700 people, is the largest 

town on the proposed routes ot applicants, and its principal 

industry is the lumber bUSiness, a. large mill beiDg operated 

b:,r the Clover Valle:.r lumber CompaXlY t employ1118 several hundred. 

men. 
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... 
Western Pacific Ra1ll:'os.d Comp8ll3', protesta.nt, called as 

assfstant 
wi tnesses i ts/ general freight a.gent at San Francisco, and 1 ts 

general fre1ght agent at Reno, whp testified to the effeot that 
, 

the freight service of this rail carrier between Sacramento ~ 

Loyalton snd Chilcoot, a.nd. between :aeno am Loyalton is more 

than adequate to meet the 11m1~ed demands of freight traffic 

moving to Loyalton. 

The testimoIlY shows that less than carload. shipments 

from Sacramento and San Francisco are transported under & tri-

weekly servico to Loyalton over its rail branch trom Portola 

in connection with a local freight service operated by this 

mlll carrier :from Portola to Loyalton on 1'uesdays, Thursdays 

. and Sa:turdays. It was shown that me rchandise ca.rs carrying 

only 1.c.1. :rrei~t are made up at San Francisco an~ Sacramento 

so as to arrive at Portola at 2:50 a..m., leaving there'at 9:30 

a.m. and reachill& Loyalton at 11:30 a.m. the ~e day, and freight 

is ava1lable for immedia.te delivery to consignees on arrival. No 

,regtllar schedule is ma.1 ntai ned via Chilooot to Loyalton because 
. 

ot the negligible demand for ~ch a route, but oertain freight 

trains carry. a.bout thrice weekly, a. merchandise· oar tha. t con-

tai~ shipments to Chilcoot. 

This carrier als 0 opera. tea a treight local trom Reno to 

Chilcoot daily, except Snndays, leaving Reno at 7:00 a.m. and 

arriving at Chilcoot about 10:00 a.m., and transports to Chil­

coot ~ch of the pel~shable freight, such as ~ruit and vegetables, 

together with farm ~~p11e~ aD1 necessities dest1ned to many of 
the points between Chilcoot a.rXt ]oWI11eville, the route llrollosed 

to be serve~ by said applicants. 

We ha.Te care~l~ considered &ll the evi~enee ~n this 

proceed.1ne, and we arc of the opin1on, and hereby tind as a. 

tact that public convenience aDd necessity require the propos-

ed service by i'RANK WORD, and that his applica.tion :should be granted • 
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We are also of the opinion, and hereb~ find as & 

faot~ that public convenience a~ neeessit~ require the 

proposed service by FRANK WORD and VIILLIAM SPALETTA., JR., 

co-partners, with the restriction, however, that 1n-boun~ 

freight SAipments exceeding 300 pounds in weight shall not 

be transported by sa1d app11oants, Word and Spaletta., !'rom 

Ch1lcoot to Loyalton. 

ORDER 

A ~ubl1c hearing hav1ng been he~~ in the ~bove-ent1tled 

applleat1ons, the matters l:laV111g beon duly aubmi tted. and bei~ 

now ready for deois1on,--

~HE RAILROAJ) COMMISS!OlU' OF THE S~!rE OF CALIFORNIA. HERE-

BY DECLARES tbat public cOJ:J;l:'en1eneo a.nd. :c.eaeseit;,- require the 

opera.tion by FEA...'fA: WORD ota:o. a'O.tomoblle:stage line as a common 

carrier of passengers and express between _ the. ca.l1:f'orma-N'evada 

Sta. te line on the Reno h1ghwa.~ sou.th ot Reno Junction, serTing 

Loyalton, Sierraville a.nd sattle~, and all intermed1ate points 

between Chilcoot 3.lld. Sa.ttley, not a.s a. separate service, but 

as ·an extension ot applicant's present service between said 

State line and calpine via Chilcoot as a.uthorized in DeciSion 

No. 15343 on Ap,lication No. 10711, dated A~st 26, 1925. 

I~ IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certifioate ot public. oon­

venience aDd neeess1t~ be, a:d tho ~e is hereby granted to 

said FRAE.! WORD :tor the .. o:peration of the service hereinabove 

described, subject to the conditiOns hereinafter set forth. 

THE RllLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STA~E OF CALIFORNIA 

H'EREBY DECI.A.RES that public. con'7ellience a.nd.neoessit;y requ1re 

the opera.tion b;y FRANK WORD and WILLIAM SP~TA, JR., 00-

partners, o! an authomobile stage an~ t~ck line as a common 
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carrier of ;pa.sse:ogers, freight and. express between Chilcoot 

and Downieville, serving ~oyalton, Sierraville, Sattley, 

Sierra CitY' and intermediate points; provided., however, 

tha t in-bound freight shipments exceeding 1n we1ght 300 

pO'OJlds shall not be transported. by said a.pplicants, Word 

and. Spaletta., from Chilooot to Loyalton. 

I~ IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certiticate of public 

oonve.c.1e.c.oe and necessi t;y be, and the same is hereby granted 

to FEANX '.'lORD 8J:ld. WILLIAM SPALETU, JR •• eo-partners, tor 

the o~eration of tne service hereinabove deacr1bed, ~bjeot 

to the tollow1:cg comi tions: 

1.- Applicants shall tile their written acoep~ee 
ot the certificates herein granted within a period o~ 
not to excee~ ten (10) days from date hereof. . 

2.- Applicants shall tile, in duplioate, within a. 
period of not to exceed. twenty (20) ~ays trom the date 
hereof, tar1~! of rates and time schedules, ~ch tar­
iffs of rates a~ time schedules to be 1dent1cal.W1~h 
those attached to the app11cat1ollS herei.n, or rates 
and time schedules satisfactory to the Railroad Com­
miSSion, and shall commenee operation of said. service 
within 0. ~ericct cof not to exceed sixty (60) dqs from 
the date hereof. 

3.- ~he rights aDd privileges here1n ~uthor1zed. may 
~ot be discontinued, sold, leased, trans~erred nor as­
signed unless the written consent,o~ the Railroad Com­
mission to snch discontinuance, Sale, lease, transfer 
or assignment bas ~1rst been secured. 

4.- No vehiole. oay be operated by ap~11oants here­
in~ess such ve~olc'1s owned by said applicants or 
is leased by them under contracts or agreements on a 
basis satistaetor,y to the Railroad Commission. . 

For all other purposes ·the e~tect1ve date ot this 
order shall bo twenty (20) da.ys from the date hereof. 

\ :Dated at San Frs.neisoo, Ca.liforn1a., this '3 ~y 
ot~ 1927. 

7. ~.~-~ - »1,1 
Commiss1 oners. 


