Decision No. LCOU g

RAIIR0AD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE CF CALIFORNIA

BEFQRE TEE

In the Master of the application of

NAPA VALIEY TRANSIT COMRANY for &
cortificate of yublic convenience and Application No.1l02°
necessity to operate automotive atage

service between San Francisco and Napa

and intermediate poinis.

Chas. 4. Beck foxr Applicants,
Ae T. Eatch for Monticello Steamship Company,Protestant,

S J. Douel for California Farm Bureaw Federation,

Tdward Stern for American Railway Zxpress Compsny,
Provestant,

T. W. Zobbs and C. 2. Peterson for Southern Pacific

Company, Protestant, ‘
Zorl A. Bagby, for Californias Trensit Compeny,Protestant,
R. W. Palmer snd W. J. Cummings, foxr Northwestern Pacific

Railroad Compaxny, .Protestant,

Devlin and Srookmer, by Douglas Brookmen, for Pacific

Auto Stages, Protvestant, ,

John Colemar for Napa Chambexr of Commerce,
i. Walter Allen, for San Rafael-Sonoma Valley iuto,Stage

Tine, 2rotestant, _ ,
R. T. Me Glynn, for certain protesting petitioners of
. Sonoma Valley,

Wallace Weir, for Santa Rosa-Petaluma-Sauselito Stage
. Line, Protestant, _

John 7. York, for San Francisco, Napa and Calistogs

. Railway, : :

Ae M. Easkell for Town of St. Helena, and St. Helena

Chamber of Commerca.
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Z. Z. Mount erd Herold H. Haddon, co-partners doing
business under the fictitious name and style of XNapa Valley
Transit Company, heve petitioned the Railroad Commission for an
order declasring thaet public convenience and necessity require
the operation by them of an sutomodbile stage line as & common
carrier of passengers and oxpress between San Francisco,
Sausalito, San Rafael, Ignacio and intermodiaté points on the

ope hend and 3lack Point, Sears Point. , Shellville, lapa and

intermediate points on the other hand.




Publioc hearings on tais application were conducted by
Sxaminer Handford at San Trancisco, the‘matter was duly submitted
and is now xeady for deciéion.

Applicents propose to charge rates in accordance with a
schedule marked "Zxhibit A™ as attached to and forming & part
of the applicatién herexn;‘to operate on & schedule of four
round trips daily, serving the intermediate points of Sauselito,
Corte Maders, ILarkspur, Zentfield, San Anselmo, SanﬁRafael.
Ignacio, Black Point, Sears Point, Shellville, and Carneros;
using as equipment three safety bus type stages,- each of 20

passenger capaciiye.

Applicants rely as Justification for the granting of the

raquested certificate upon‘the following allegdd facta;~ (1)
thet there is an insistent public demand for the estabiisﬁménz of
common carrier service by‘automobile over the route herein sought;
(2) that ayplicants do notv allege o necessity for the proposed
éefvice between San Francisco, Samsalito and San Rafael nor re=
quest a certificate authorizing such local servicé,vbut it is
alleged that 2 public need exists f&r the establishment of a
through sorvice $o carry passengers between San Francisco, San
Rafeel and Ignacio on the one hand and Black'Eoiﬁz, Napa and
intermediste points on the other hand; (3) and that no existing
authorized carriers ronder service betwéeﬁ the points provosed
to he sorved, excopt by an indirect and Joint service.

ure Emery E. lount, one of the co-poritners, testified regard~
ing ris investigation in San Francisco, Sawsalito, San Rafael,
San Anselmo, Nepe and points along the route, from Which he kad
concluded the Snauguration of the service would be a profitable
venture. The express sérvice would be needed principally for
the tran390£tation of automobile varts and supplies. Witness
sveted thet it wa.3 the intention, if & certificate were to be
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granted, to form a corporation, sald corporation to acquire the
operative right. No stock is to de s0ld to the public, it deing
the intention to use the stock as collateral toisecure notas
which are to be issued in conmection with the purchase of equip=-
ment .

Mr. John Simpson, employed as o ticket clerk ab the Union
Stage Depdt, Pifth and Mission Streets, San Francisco, testified
e had.receivéd‘s or 4 verbal requests and 6“to 8 teleyhone in -
quiries dsily for stage service %o Nopo and intermediate points
which would be served by the proposed line; and That requests fox
express service to Napa had also beexn received.

lir. L. 2. Ferguson, employed as relief sgent at the Union

tage Depot, Fifth end lfission Streets, San Franeisco; and formerly
egent dz Valléjo for Californic Transit‘cOmpény, tewtified regard-
ing his receipt of from 3 to 5 1hqu1ries daily for transportation
to Naps and intermediate points during the days he was on relief
duty; that in zis former employﬁent at Vallejo inguiries were

often recoived, varticularly from commercial traveloers, regaxding
service belween Kapa end Morin County points.

¥r. ¥. C. Brockway, employed as Traffic Diroctor for . -

Peninsula Rapid Iransit Co., at the Union Staée Dopot, Fifth axnd

Micsion Streots;'San Francisco, testified as %o feceiving two or
three telephone inquifies weekly, and two or three personsl
requests deily for passenger service %o Naps and intermediate
points, but did not recall any roquests for parcel or express
gservice.

o, Jock D. Prince, & ticket agont foxr sightseeing tours,
located at 44 Fourth Street, Son Franclsco, also testified as to

inguiries received by nim for stage service to Napa direct from
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San Francisco axd by stipulation it was agreed that the testi~

mony of lir. W. E. Shackelford, employed &8 t;ckqt agent at the
Union Stage Depot, San Francisco, would be the same as that of
other witnesées omployed at such station.

Mr. R« L. Suntley, & salesman for the Marin County lotor
Company, residing ot San Rafael; Mr. Csesar Rodoni, & resident
of San Frexncisco and owning proverty at Zlack Point; Mr. Be: Le
Washburn, d rosident of San Rafael; mr. Je We Po Glascom, a
traveling calesmaon residing at Nopa; Mr. Se Ga Lisher, & furniture
dealer ip Nape; Mre. Frapk G. Jobnson,in uhe.ga:age and automodbile
busineeslﬁt ﬁapa; Ur. Re Do Bérgin. residing d% Sen Anselmo;
Mr. E. Fozd, Mr. 0. F. Tanford, Mre C. R. Pottor ond lr. Pe Mo

¢ Guire, residlng at Shellville on the Blaock Point cut-off;

e We oo Dwyer residing at Agnew, and making weekly trips, San N
nrancxsco to Napa; and Liss Torn Dimfel, reumding at San Francisco,
sestified irn behslf of epplicants, stating that they would use the
proposed service if seme were to be authorized, each having ob-
Jection $0 the existing authorized transportation facilities and
velieving the proposed service to offer o more convenient and
exmeditious meuhod of transportation Lor thetr respective needs.

re Geo. Ae ﬁupman, in the automobille narts business at San
Erancisco, yestified that he forwarded merchandise to points lo-
ceted on the proposed route, and would utilize the service of
applicants for the transportation of packag;é.

. We 4. Vreelend, reziding at Napa, and one of the proprietors
of thé Connoxr Zotel in that city, testifilied as to inguiries re =
ceived ;z nis notel for tranmsportation to Marin County points,
particularly from eastern travelinyg salesmen on their spring And
fell trivs into the Nepa territory. Witness receives some express
shipments from San Francisco but the bulk o£ his shipping require-

pents are cared for by freight or parcel post service.




. Frederick Rhodes, proprietor of the Hotel Brown at
Napa, testified nhe had used his vrivele sutomobile to transport
vassengers from Nepa to Shellville and to Mﬁfin County points;
thet he received frequent inguiries at his hotel for information
a8 $0 methods of transportation %o Marin County points and had,
during the previous six months, tronsported in his own conveyance
and wishout charge 12 to 15 veople fron Napd to San Rafael, some
of whom were destined vo San Froncisco. It appéare&, howeve?}
+het in the majority of instances the tripé were made during the
evening howrs, and as the last scaedule proposed by applicunts
leaves Nape at 6:15 P.M., no accommodation would be offered such
prospective patronage.

The granting of the application is protested by Monticello
Steamship Company, American Reilwey Zxpress Company, Southern
Pacific Company, Californias Tremsit Company,‘San Rafael-Sonoma
Talley Auto Stage Line, Sen i‘ranc,‘isco, Nape and Calistoga Railwey,

Racific Auto Stages, Northwestern Pacific Railrosd Company,

'St. Helena Cramber of Commerce, and other individuals of the com=

nunities proposed to be served.

Tho protesting carriers, rail, stage and steamship, contend
+18% the existing transportation service adequavely servea the
communitios sought to be zerved by the proposed stage line, and.
«hat tho facilities o2 existing lines are sufficiont to proverly
care for the public needs; that no new dbusiness will be created
by the establishment of the proposed gsorvice but that traffic now
being handled by existing cerriers will be diverted from present
routes. IExnibits were f£iled showing existing routes, rates and
service availaoble. IFrom these exhibits it appears that for the
through business between Sen Francisco and Napa, there are now
available, by the combined schedules of existing carriers, 16
round trips daily. ' _

¥r. Go Eo T. Jackson, Precident of Naypa Soda Company, residing
17 San Franclsco, testifiod the combined service of the Monticello
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veamship Co., and San Francisco, Neps and Calistoga Raeilway be-
tweed Sen Francisco and.xapa was sdtisfactory and adequate. This
tness uses his own automobile for his trips between Nepa and
iarin County points and would use the proposed stage service, if
authorized, if his automobile was not available.
iIr. John L. Mount, in the Eeal estate and insurance business
at Napa;'testified ag to his satigfaction with the existing service

between Nopa snd Ssr Francisco, but was not satisfied with the

cireunitous service now available between Napa and Msxrin County

poinvs. _

r. D. L. Beard, oan Attorney in San IFrancisco and residing at
Xapa, testified tzat the normal service conditions were satisfactory
a8 regards his trips between San Francisco and Nepa via the
Yornticello Steamship Company and éhe San Franciéco,'Napa and
Calistogs Railwey. This witness would use the proposed stage
service between Kapa‘and San Rafael, although stating that his
trips between such points were infrequent. -

r, W. E. Nelson, & resideont of Anglym, President of Pacifie
Union College, an instidution with 400 students, szd o momber of
the Boaxrd of Trustees of St. Zelena Sanitarium, an institution
with 200 patients and attendants, deseribed the transportotion
avallable in Napa Valley and expressed his satisfaction with the
fecilities afforded by the clecvric line of the San Franeisco, .
Xepe and Calistoga Relilway and its commections, beliéving that
there was n0 necessity for the establishment of the »roposed stage
linee.

Yr. F. A. Rencall, recidlng at Nepa and President of Napa County
Porm Bureauw, en organization heving 500 membors, tostified that
the farmers of Napa Valley wore principally interested in the con=
tinued masintenance of the nresent freight and express facilities
as afforded by the existing carriers, and that the service now
aveilable waé satisfactory. Similar satisfaction with existing
service was stated by ir. E. D. Wwilliamson, o resident of Naupa
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end Tice President of the Xapa County Farm Bureau, Mr. Henxy

Brown, 2President of the Bank of Xapa; xr. J. D. Cochrane, Mansgexr
of a Pinance Company and President of the Napa Chambor of Commoerxrce;
¥r. J¢ E. Board, Yanager o2 Winship-Beard Company, & large depart-
ment store at Napa; Mr. Albert G. Hagkell, orchardist at St.Helena
and Precident of the S%. Eelena Chamber of Commerce; IMr. F. i
2urris, aneger of the branch bank of 1 ercanuile Trust COﬁpany

2%t Sonomn; Mr. . F. Bates, merchanz of Sonoms; Mre Oe He Brandt
and ix. R. L.'Watt; formers residing at Shellville; ir. F. B«
Vekinder, Zditor of St. Helens Star; snd by stipulation Wrs Roy

Ioveria, Prosident of Calistoga Chomber of Commerce; Lr. Lee

Boggs; Mr. A. D. Smith, Mr. Williem Thompson and Mrs Fred Willlams.

Arquesgiomsire wes mailed by the Directors of the Chamber
of Commerce of Nays to its members requesting an expression as o
the necessity fof the proposed service and the responses recoived
registered 17 in favor and 89 ageinst the estvablishment of the
line. |

A poetition signed by 192 residents of Shellville, Black
Point, Sears Point, San Rafeel, Ignacio and points aloﬁg the
proposed route was f£iled as an ekhibit; said petition endorsing
the sorvice of the protestant San Rafael-Sonoma Valley Auto Stage
Iine end protesting the granting of the application. The potition
alleges that tho prosent service iz satisfactory; that the grﬁnt;
ing of the application would interfere with the siatisfactory ser=
vice now rencdered by the exlsting stage line; and that There is
no need oxr necossity for the establisihment of the proposed line.

Counsel for protéstanxs directed attention to the alleged
inadequaﬁe showing as to the financiael ability of apovlicants to
undertake the vroposed service in the event a certificate shounld
be granted, and that the real varties in interest were not before
the Commisslon seaking the certificate. Therecord shows from
the testimony of applicanzVMbunt. that the‘partnership now has
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aveilable $2000 in cezsh and can seoure additional funds. Appli-

cant Eaddoh testified os to his possession of $1000 to be con -

tridbuted as his portion of the partrership funds; that he ex -

pected to give & Joint note with epplicant Mount for sny funds
which were to be borrowed, and that he expected to pay his pro -
portion of the note iz the business venxuré éroved unéudcessfula
rs Albert R. Smith of Campbell testified as to his ﬁillingnesé
%o aid applicents to the extent of $10,000 and to accept stock
1n the proposed company Lor such amount. Mrse Re Je Aylward,
residing at Agnew State Hospital, testified that she would eid
in the financing of the proposed venture to the extent of 323,000,
proposinglto adjance funds only in the event that the cértificate
be granted, although exvecting no personal interest in the dusi -
NOSSe An agreeoment dated June 15, 1925,.was introduced as an
oxhibit by tﬁe terms of whick arplicants agree with Albert Smith,
Richard J. and Ora Aylward to immediately form a corporation to
take over end thereafter operate the proposed stege line in the
event g certificate should be grantaed, to secure the authorization
of this Commission for the issue of stock, and to vro-rate such
stoek in sccordance with the actual cask advanced by eack of the
vorties %o the agreement. IFrom the record herein it is apparent
Thav the operation of the ﬂﬁage line, if cextificate were to be
granted, would be conducted by & cofporation proposed to bve formed
foxr vhe vurnose of Linancing and operating suchk service.

We have given carsful consideration to all the evidence and
exhibits in this procesding. |

It appecrs that o direct service between Napa and San Rafsel
would be advantageous to & limited number of passengers, p&;ticu-
larly those residing in the cparsely settled terxritory between
Napae and Ignacio. The volume of travel is nogligible ani the
prospectiﬁe users of suck a serxrvice are limitq@ in nuxber, and
the successful operation of the proposed 1153. both £or the
public and for the spplicants, could only be made possible, under
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the rocord herelin, by the securing of authority to handle the
through business between Naps end Iarin County points and Saﬁ’
Tranciseo. The granting of a certificate as applied for would
result in the diversion of traffic from the routes of established
aushorized carriers and the record shows the service of such

protesting carriers to be satisfactory to and reasonably adequate

for the communities served. No showing was made herein which
vould justify the establishment of an express or parcel service

over tho route horein souvght. Vo therefore conclude and hereby
£ind as o £ac¢t that tho proposed.passenger and express sexrvice is
not required by the public convenience and necessity. The appli-

cation will, therofore, be denied.
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Public hearings having been held or the avove entitled aoppli-
cation, the matter heving been duly csubmitted, the Commisgsion
being now fully advised and basing its order on the conclusion
and finding of fact as appoearing in the opinion which precedes
this oxder,

TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA HEREBY
DECIARES that pubdlic convenience end necessity do not require the
overation by E. H. Mount end Haorold H. Eaddon, co=-partners, doing
business under the Zictitious name and style of Napa Valley Transt
Compeny, of an automobile 3tage line as a common ¢axrrier of
vassengers and express beiween San Francisco, Sausalito, San
Rafael, Ignocio and intermediate points on the ome hand and Black
Point, Sears 2oint, Shellville, Napa and intermediate pointsion
the othor nand, and

IT IS HEXEBY ORDERZED that this application be and the same

hereby is denied.

Deted et San Francisco,Chiifornia,jhis: Wﬂ.
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