
Decision NO. ____ .~_:_6_\0_··_~;~~~· ____ __ 

:BZFORE TEE RAILROAD C01laSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Applioation of ) 
NAPA VAL'IZY Trw.'1SIT COM?,AlIT for a } 
oertificate of publio oonvenienoe and ) Applioation No.l102$ 
neoessity to operate ~~tomotive stage ) 
service between San Francisco and Napa ) 
and intermediate points. ) 

CAns. A. Beck for Applicants, 
A. T. Eatch for Montioello Steamship Co~any,Protestant, 
J. J. Deuel for C~lifornia Farm Bureau Federation, 
Edward Stern for Amerio~n Railway Express Company, 

Protestant, 
E. W. Eobbs and C. E. ?eterson for So~thern Pacific 

Company, Protestant, 
Earl .A.. Bagby. for California :I!ransi t Company ,Protestant, 
R. ;1 •. Palmer and W. J. Cummings, for Northwestern Pa.oific 

Railroad Company, .?rotestant, 
Devlin and Broo~. by Douglas Erookman, for Pacifi0 

Auto Stages, Protestant, 
Jobn Coleman for !fapa. Chamber of Commerce, 
~. Walter Allen. for San Rafael-Sonoma Valley ~uto.Stage 

~ine, ?:rotestant, . 
R. T. Mc Glynn, for certain protesting petitioners of 

Sonoma Valley, 
Wallaoe Weir, for Santa. Rosa-Petaluma-Sausalito Stage 

Line,Protestant, 
John T. York, for San Fr~oisco, Napa and Calistoga 

R~ilway, 
A. T. Easkell for Town of St. Helena, and St. Relens. 

Chamber of Commeroe. 

BY TEZ COMMISSION -

o PIN ION 

E. :Er. Mount .s.nci Earold H. Haddon, co-partners doiIlg 

business under the fiot1tious name and style of Napa Valley 

Trnnsit Company, have petitioned the Railroad Commission for an 

order declaring that public convenience and neoossity req~ire 

the operation by them of an automobile stage line as a common 

oarrier of passengers and o~ress between San ~ranoisco, 
.. 

Sausalito, San ~fael, Ignsoio and interwediate pOints on the 

one hS:ld and Black Point, Sears POint, Shellville, Na.pa and­

intermediate pOints on the other hand. 



PUblio hearings on tAis application were cond~cted by 

Examiner EaDdford at San Francisco, tAe matter was dUly submitted 

and is now ready for decision. 

Applicants propose to charge rates in ~ccordance with a 

schedule marked ~xhibit A" as attached to and forming' a part 

of the a~p11cat1on here~; to operate on a schedule o~ four 

round trips daily. serving the intermediate pOints of Sausalito. 

Corte Madera, Larkspur, Zentf1eld, s~ Anselmo, San Rafael, 

Ignacio, Black ?oint, Sears Point, Shollville, and Carneros; 

using as eqUipment three safety b~s type stages,'each of 20 

passenger ~p~c1ty. 

Applicants rely as justification for the granting of the 

requested certificate upon the following alleged facts;- (l) 

thc:t there is an insistent public demand for the establisD..llent of 

common carrier service by automobile over the route herein sought; 

(2) that applicants do not allege ~ necessity for the proposed 

s~rvice between San Frunc1sco, Sausalito and San Ra~ael nor re­

quest a certificate authorizing such local serVice, but it 1s 

alleged that ~ public need exists for the establisbment of a 

through sorvice to carry passengers between San Fra.ncisco, San 

3a!ael and Ignacio on the one hand and Black POint, Nap~ and 

intermediato pOints on the other hand; (3) ~d that no existing 

authorized oar~iers ronder sorvice between the pOinte proposed 

to he served, except by an 1~d1rect ~d jOint service. 

Mr. Emery H. ~unt, one of the co-p&rtners, testified regard. 

inS hiS invostigat1on in San Prancisco, Sausalito, San Rafael, 

San Ansvlmo, Napa and points along the route, from Which he had 

concluded the inaugurAtion of t~e service would be A profitable 

ventu.re. ~he express service wou.ld be needod princ i..'Pally :for 

the transport~tion of automobile parts end supplies. ~itness 

stated t~t it was the inte~ion, if ~ certifioate were to be 
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granted, to forQ a corporation, said corporation to acquire the 

operative right. No stock is to be sold to the public. it being 

the intention to use the stock as coll~tersl to secure notes 

which are to be issued in connection with the purchase of equip~ 

ment. 

Mr. John Simpson, employed as a ticket clerk at the union 

Stage Depot. Fifth and Mlssion Streets, San FrancisCO, testified 

he had received 3 or 4 verbal req~ests and 6 to 8 tele~hone in -

q-a..1ries ds:ily for stage serviee to No.po. and. intermediate pOints 

wh1eh wo~ld be served by the ~ro~osed line; and t~t requests for 

express serviee to Napa had also been received. 

!.ir. L. l:. Ferguson, employed as relief a.gent at the Union 

Stage j)epot. 1ifth end 1!1ssion streets. San Franci seo, s.nd:- formerly 

agent at VallejO for Californi~ ~ransit Co~~any, testified regard­

ing hi8 receipt of fro~ 3 to 5 inquiries daily for transportation 

to Napa and intermed.iate pOints d.u.ring the days he vms on relief 

duty; that in his former employment at VallejO inquiries were 

o:f'ten received. partio'a.larly from eocmercial tra.velers, regarding 

service between Napa and Marin County points. 

ur. ~. C. 3rockWay, employed as ~raff1c Diroctor "fo= 
PeD1nsula Eapid ~ransit Co., et the Unio~ Stage ~pot, Fifth and 

Missio~ Streots, San FranciSCO, tostified sa to receiving two or 

three telephone inquiries weekly, and two or three personal 

requests daily for passenger serviee to Nap~ and intermediate 

:points, but did not recall any requesta for pa.rcel o"r express 

serviee. 

1:r. Jack. D. Prince, a tioket agent for sightseei:cg to~s, 

located at 44 Pourth street, San FranciSCO, also testified as to 

inquiries rece1vo~ by him for stage serviee to Napa direct from 



San Francisco am by ati:pulation it wa.s a.greedthat the testi­

mony of ~. w. E. Shackelford, employed aa ticket agent at the 

Union Stage Depot, San FranciSCO. would be the same as th3t of 

other witnesses employed at suoh statiOn. 

M:r. a. L. :S:u.ntley, a salesmn for the M9.r in County Motor 

CompaDY, residing at San Rafael; Mr. Caesar Rodoni, a. resident 

of San Frsncisco and owning property at Black ~oint; Mr. B.·L. 
\7asllburn. s. resident of San Rafael; Ml'. J. W. P. Glascom, a 

traveling salesman residing at Napa; Mr. S. G. Lisher, a furniture 
. 

dealer in Napa; ~. Frank G. Johnson,in the. garage aDd a~tomobile . . 

bu.siness at Na:pa.; Mr. R. D. Bergin, residing at San Anselmo; 

Mc Guire, residing at Shellville on the Black ?oint cut-off; 

!Jr. W. J. Dwyer, residing at Agnew, and mak1Dgweekly tri:pa, San 

ira.ncisco to Napa; and Miss Pam DiJ:I:l:fel, resid"ing at San Francisco. 

testified in behalf of applicants, stating that they wo~ld use the 

proposed. service if same were to be authorized, each having ob­

jection to the existing authorized transportation facilities and 

believing tha proposed service to offer a more convenient and 

expeditious method of trans~0:t~t1on for their respective needs. 

1!r. Geo. A. Xu:pma.n, in the tJ,utomobile :parts business at Ss.n 

Prancisco, testified that he forwarded merchandise to points 10-

cate~ on the proposed ro~te, and would utilize the service of 

applicants for the transportation of packages. 

ur. W. A. Vreeland. residing at Napa 9 and one of the proprietors 

of the Connox: Eotel in that city. testified as to illgu1ries re -

ceived at his hotel for transportation to Marin County points, 

particularlY from eastern traveling salesmen on their spring and 

fall trips into the Napa terr1tory. Witness reoeives some express 

shipments from S~n 1rancisco but the bulk of his shipping reqnire­

ments are cared for by freishtor parcel post servico. 



~i:r. Frederick Rhodes, proprietor of the Hot,el Brown at 

~pa., testified he had used hie l'riva,te ~utomobile' to transport. 

passengers from Na~ to Shellvil,le and to .Ma:r;·~ County pOints;. 

that he received frequent inquiries at his hotel for information 

as to methods of transportation to Marin Count-y pOints and had. 

duriDg the previous six months, transported in his, own conveyanoe 

SLnd withou.t charge 12 to 15 people fro:n Napa 1;0 San Rafael. some 

of wnom were destined to San Fr~cisco. 
,. " 

It appeared, however, 

tb£.t in the majority of insta:lces the tr ips were made during the 

evening hours, and as the last schedule proposed by applicants 

leaves Sapa at 6:15 P.M., no accommodation would be offered such 

prospective, patronage. 

The granting of the application is protested by Monticello 

SteDomship Company, American Railway Express Company, Southern 

?acific Company, California ~rcnsit Company, San Rafael-Sonoma 

Valley Au.to Stage Line, Sen Franc,isco, Napa and. Ca.listoga. Railway, 

Pacific Auto Stages, Northwestern Pacif1c Railroad Company, 

St. Helena Chamber of Commerce, and othor 1ndividna.ls of the com~ 

munities proposed to be served. 

~ho p~Qtesting oarriors. rail. stage and stea~hip. contena 

tbat the exist,ing trans:portation service adequ.ately serve8 the 

commun1t1os eo~ght to be se~ved by tho p~oposed Bt~ge ~1no. ~d. 

that the fac~11t1os of oxieting lines are e~ificiont to properly 

care for the p~blic needs; that no now business will be created 

by the, osta.blish..'nent o,f the proposed service but that traf:t'1c now 

being handled. by existing carriers will be diverted from present 

rontes. Exhibits were filed. zhowing existing ,routes, rates a.nd 

3Qrviee avail~ble. Prom these exhibits it nppe~rs that for the 

through business between S"e.n Francisco and Napa, there are now 

available, by the combined schedules of existing oarriers, 16 

rotmd trips d.a.Uy. 

]a. G. E. T. Jackson, :President of Napa. Soda Company, res1d1ng 

in San Fr~nc1sco, testified the combined eervice of the uont1cello 
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Steamship Co., and S~n Fr~cisco, Napa and Ca11etog~ Railway be­

tween San Francisco and ~~a was satisf~ctor.1 ~nd adequate. This 

witness uses his own automobile for hi.s trips between ND.:pa and 

MArin County pOints and would use the proposed stage service, if 

authorized, if hie automobile was not available. 

Mr. John Y. Mount, in the real estate and insurance business 

at Nap~t testified as to his satisfaction with the existing service 

between Napa and San Fr~c1sco, but was not satisfied With the 

circuitous service now avai~ble between Napa and Marin County 

points. 

Mr. D. L. Beard. an Attorney in San FrSDCisco and residing at 

Napa, testified that the normal service conditions were satisfactory 

as regards his trips between San Francisco and Ncpa ·via the 
. . 

Uonticello Steamship Company and the s~ FranCiSCO, Napa and 

Calistoga Railway. This witness would use the proposed stage 

service between Napa and San Rafael, although stating that his 

trips between such points were infrequent. 

~. W. E. Nelson, a rosident of Anglyn. President of Pacific 

~nion COllege, an instit~tion with 400 students, and a momber of 

the Board of Tr~stees of St. Eelena Sanitarium, an institution 

with 200 ~atients and attendants, described the trans~ortat1on 

avail~ble in ~pa Valley and expressed his zatiafaction with the 

facilities ~fforded by tho olec~ric line o~ the San Francisco. 

N'a:pa :md Calistog:l. Rsilvluy and its connections, believir.g tho.t 

there was no neceSsity for the establishment of the proposed stage 

line. 

Mr. F. A. Randall, resid.ing at Napa. a.nd :!?resid.ent of Napa. COtmt;y 

Farm Bureau, an orgsnizs.tion having 500 membors, testified that 

the farmers of Napa V~lley woro princ1p~11y interested in the con­

tinued maintenance of the present freight and express facilities 

ss afforded by the existing carriers, and that tho service now 

~vail~ble wae eatisfactory. Similar s~tisfaction with existina 

se:OVice WOoS st:lted. by Mr. Ii. D. Willio.cson, II resident of lraps. 
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a.nd Vice ?resid.ent of tAe Napa County Furm Bureau; MI:'. Henry 

Brown, President o! the Bcnk of l~3.pa.; Jir.; J. D. Cochrane, Manager 

of a Finance Company and President of the Napa Chamber of Commerce~ 

~. J. E. Board, uanager of W~sh1~-Becrd Compa~y, a large depart­

~ent store at Napa; Mr. ~lbert G. Reskell, orchardist at St.HeleDa 

and President of the St. aelena Chamber of. Commerce; Mr. F. M. 

E~~is., Manager of the brcnch bank of ~ercantile Trust Compa~ 

~t Sonoma; Mr. R. P. Eates. merchant of Sonoma; Mr. O. E. Brandt 

and xr. R. L.'Watt, farmers residing at Shellville; ~. F. B. 
" 

~kinder, ~ditor of St. Eele~ Star; and by st1pulation Mr. Roy 

Laveria, ~ro5ident o~ Ca~1stog~ Chamber of Commeree; ~. Leo 

Eoggs; Mr. A. R. Smith, ~. Wil11ao Thompson and Mr. Fred Wil11ams. 

A:.:.~'ltl.es:tioIll:la1re was mailed by the Directors of the Chamber 

of Commerce of ~~a to its members requesting an expression as to 

the necessity for the proposed service and the responses received 

registered 17 in· favor and 89 as~inet the establishment of the 

line. 

A ~et1tion signed by 192 reSidents of Shellv11le. Black 

~oint, .secs POint, San Rsfo.el. Ignacio and pOints along the 

~ropo$ed route was filed as an exhibit, said petition endorsing 

the service of the protestant~an R~fael-Sonoma Valley Auto St~ge 

Line and protesting the granting of the application. The potition 

alleges that tho pro sent service is s~tisf~ctory; that the grant­

ing of the application wo~ld interfere with the sutisfactory ser~ 

Vice now rendered by tho existing stage lino; and thnt there is 

no need ~r nocessity for the establishment of the proposed line. 

Counsel for prote3t~nts directed attention to the alleged 

1xJAdequa.te show1ng as to the fina.ncie.l abiJ.ity of applicants to 

undertake the proposed servico in the event a certificate should 

be granted, and that the real parties in interest were not before 

the Commission seeking tho certificate. Therocord shows from 

the testimony of applic~nt MOunt, that the partnerShip now has 



availablo $2000 in cash and can seo~e additional funds. Appli­

cant Haddon testified as to his possession of $1000 to bo eon -

tributed as his portion of the partnership fUnds; that he ex -

pected, to, give a jOint note with applicant Mount for a~ fUnds 

which were to be borrowed, and that he expected to pay his pro -
portion of the note if the business venture proved unsuccessfUl. 

Mr. Albert R. Smith of Campbell testified as to his Willingness 

to aid applic~ts to the extent of $10,000 ~d to accept stock 

in the ~roposed eompa~ for such amount. 
, . ~ , 

residing at Agnew State Hospital. testified that she would aid 

in the financing of the proposed venture to the extent of $23.000, 

proposiDg to udvance funds only in the event that the certif1cate 
'. . 

be granted, although e~oct~ no ~ersoDal interest in the buai -. 
ness. An agreement dated ~e 15. 1925, was introduced as an 

exhibit by the terms of, which applicants agree with Albert Smith. 

3.ichard J. and Ora Aylward to imI::ledia.toly form s. corpora.tion to 

take over and thereafter operate the proposed stage line in the 

event a certificate should be granted. to secure the authorization 

of this Commission for the issue of stock. and to pro-rate such 

stock in accordance With the actual cash advanced by each of the 

~arties to the agreement. From the record herein it is apparent 
, 

~ha~ the operation of the 13tage line, if certificate were to be 

granted, would be conducted. by a corporation proposed to be formed 

for the pur~ose of financing and operating such service. 

71e have given care:fu.l consideration to all the evid.ence and, 

exhibits in this proceeding. 

:t appe~rs thnt a direct service between Napa and San Rafael 

would be advantageous to a limited number of passsDgers. particu­

larly those residing in the ~parsely settled territory between 

Napa. and Ignacio. The volume of tra.vel is nogligible a.nd. the 

prospective users of such a service are limited 1n number. and 
, . ~ .. " ,,,. 

I~ ~~. • "-

the successful operation of the proposed line, both for the 

public and for the applicants. could only be made pOSSible, under 
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the record heroin, by the securing of authority to hnndle the 
", 

through business be~ween l~a.ps. and. ~1n County points and San 

Pranc1sco. ~he granting of a certificate as applied for would 

result in the diversion of traffic from the routes of established 

a.u~horized oarriers an~ the reoord shows the service of snch 

~rote$ting car~iers to be satisfactory to and ~ea.sonably a.dequate 

for the communities served. No showing Was maae herein whlch 
would justify the estaolishment of an express or parcel service 

over tho routo heroin ~ought. 

find ~s ~ fact that tho ~roposed passenger and express service is 

not re~uired by the public convenience and necessity_ The app11-

cation Will~ therofore, be denied. 

o R. D E R 

Public hearings ~ving been held on the aoo~ entitled app11-

ca~ion, the matter having been dnly euo~tted, the Commission 

being now f~lly advised and basing its order on the concluaion 

und finding of fact as appearing in the opinion which precedes 

this order, 

TEE llIL?OAD CC1'r.\HSSrO~r OF THE STATE OF ~!POP.lU.A. BA."O.EBY 

DECLA.~S that p~blic convenienoe and necessity do not req~ire the 

operation by E. 5. Mount and Earold H. Haddon, co~partners, doing 

business under the ~ictitious name nDd style of Napa Valley Transt 

Company, of an automobile stage line as a common carrier of 

!)a.ssengers and express between San ]'rancisco't Sausalito, San 

Rafael, IgnaciO and intermediate pointe on the one hand and Black 

~ointt Se~s ?oint, Shellville, Napa and intermediate points on 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that this application be and the same 

hereby is denied. 

Dated et San ?rancisco,C .27. ---
.~ I' I~ 
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