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BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Ixn the Matter of Application of the

Trona Rallway Company for an Order

Authorizing the Abandonment of Non=-

Agency Freight and Passenger Stations Application Ne. 13511.
at Borosolvay, Califcrmia; Magnesium, ‘

Califarnia; and Spangler, Califormia.

Oe We Tuckwood and D. E. Staley for applicant;

3. Ho Carmichael and F. We Turcotte for imerican
Magnesium Company, protestaxt; '

We P. Hinohman snd H. P. Knight for Solvay
Process Company, protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINION

Applicant, Trona Railway cdzpany, seeks authority from
this Commission to a.bé.nd.on its non-agenoy stations at Spangler,
Magnesiun and Borosolvay, to remove its tracks and station
facilities and to re-file tariffs omitting the poinis to be
abandoned.

4 pubdblioc hearing was cpnductea by Examiner Williams at
Tronx, due notice having been given to all interested parties,
and notice having been posted in all the stations of applicant
company, at which hearing the matter was duly submitted and now
is ready for decision.

Applicant railway 1s owned and controllsed by the
American Potash and Chemioal Company (successor to the Amorican‘
Irona Compaxy) and casists of 30.7 miles of standard gauge rail-
road, using 75—-pound rall and operating between Troma and its
Junction with the Southern Pacific Owens Valley line at Searles.
The intermediate stations now served are Spangler, Pinnacle,

Magnesium, Westend and Borosolvay. The roxd was constructed
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for the purpose of serving the plant ¢of the Americoxn Potaszh znéd
Chemicel Comnany situcted on Seerles Icke.  The nrincipal
produats of the region served are megmesium, borex, potash

el precious metals.

Amplicant urges as the jussificction for ebazdonment
¢t the tares stations inmvolved, lack of use of the fogilities
by shippers since 1924, ard the economic benefit of relieving
epnlicant of the chzrges for mainterance and'depreciation.

2xhibites £iled by aprlicant thrcugh the testimoxny of
D. I, Staley, dsgsistont Traffic Munoger, show in corsiderable
detodl the bueiness done by eppliocant 2% these stations between
Joaxwary 1, 1924, axnd Mareh 3L, 1927. Reduced to = ¢ommox

baais, witaout including any overhead (which is not given in

the exnibits) the exhibits show 2 follows:

Spanglexr « Magnesium . Boroselvay
No. Xev. No. Rev. No. Rer.

Possengers *200 29
Revenue i 7.07 $289.00 $35.85
?reight C.l.lons l38.22 A364 00 "847.78 b1689 Q3 25 @45 00

T g1 Rlv 99 20.31 _§834.17 17.35 _99.41
Motel Reverue $419.06 42512, 20 3179.76

Ixvestmext 41562.65 §8208.77 $3901.24
Amnvel Tepreclation : o ,
and Mointemence $273.22 $267.99 $565.28

.T.lo e :.

¥ 180 in 1924,
() 69.68 tors in 1927.

-

Depreciation and maintexomce figures are not supnorted
by axy actﬁal costg, but are proporticzete cmounts based upon
the generzcl percertage of the valustion of the ertire operation.
It is the teatimony of lxr. E. E. Graessle, issistant Superirtendens
éf Soyplicont compuny, that fhe enreciztion was ubon %he sane
bagis o5 the entire system, but that the arvoitrary figures of
7 percent maintenarce had been chosern s consistent with the
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general maintenance rate of 8% nercert.
The abardomment of two of the stations was resisted
by certainAshippe:s, ~ ler. George G. Fuller, Secretary of the
Ame vican Mogresiuwn Company, testified that this company had
recently been refinanced; that it had expended adout $60,000.
in constructing and eguipping o refining vlent =t Wilﬁington
(Zos Angeles Harbor); that it had installed & ngw gasoline DOTED

shovel at its works; thot 4t hod prepared and put in serviceable
condition its monorail system exterding from the Megnesium siding
to @ poimt thirty miles southeast where the magnesium is mized,
and toat three locomotives and three traillers will de used.
He further testified that {thic system wes construeted ot 2 cost
of $419,000. solely to transport the raw mcgmesium from the
mine %o the siding ot Mosesiwm.  Mr. ¥eller testified tiat
it ws expected to regsume full operations with o foxece of 10 to
15 mex 2t the minc «nd railway in ey, 1927, ond thet 2 50-ton
cax of rew matericl would be saipped every othexr day Trom
Magnesiun. ‘

Applicart cmended its application, so far as the re-
guest te sbandon et Megnesium is concerned, by withdrawing
all of its reguests, except?gié abaxdorment of its. non-agency
station. Avplicant stipulated that 11 wowld not remove the
tracks; thet it would irclude Magnesiux in the switecning limits
of Westend, and that there would be no disturbance of the rates
on the delivery and transportation of freight éﬁ carloads, but
would ask to eliminate yaszenger, IL.C.IL. and express service.
It was pointed Sut by lr. Paller that the Vegnesinn Company wouLd.
prodably have many IL.C.I. shipments incoming in oxder to pro-

vid2 for suhsistence of its employes end maintenence of its

culpment and railxoad, and £ thig reason it desired the L.Col.

-3




freight service contirued. lMagnesium is within 2% miles of
the Westend station. Mull for the Magnesium Compary is called
for by a truck of the company ot Westend, and i1t was 2pplicant’s
opinion that tais trueck would convey whatever L.C.L. freight
might be cerried to Westend. Tae question of rates was not
pregented by protestdnts for the xeusonr that the rutes affecting
Magnesium and TWestend have been the same, but protestonts did
seriouwszly oblect to the eliminetion of Mognesium as 2 station.

considering the entire saowing &s to the abandonment of
doagnesium station, it apnears that ite usefulness for the
trangportation of freight, both carload ard L.l.Il., is tc be
revived and that the abandonment for thege pﬁrposes éhduld not dbe
euthorized. As there vas no opposifion Yo the abandonment for
tae purpose of pasaenger or express service, we see no otlection
to granting the application in these recpects.

The abandonment of the station and track facilities

at 30rosol§ay was resisted by the Solvay Process Company. Mr.

E. P. Xnight, Superintendent of the vlant of this company,

tesfified that 1t hed nade shipments for meny years but azad
been nractically inactive since 1920. The mill site includes
250 aeresc with o large investrent in buiidings and machirery,
including boilers, evaporating tanks, crystallization vats, cte.
The value of the property now in place is approximately $100,000.,
o includirg approximately %22,000. peld to applicont com zpany
for the construction of switches and spur tracks. Tnigs comvany
was 2 large producer Quring and subsequent to the woild war.

It has 5 separate tracks and switches, 3 of which are on the
right-of-way of zpplicant. Ir. Knight @44 not object to the
abandomment of the staticn, but objected to the removal of tae

treck fecilities, as ne indicated that conditions might revive




buziness ot the plent on 2 large scale. He admitted, however,
that o great deal of obsolete or easily revlaceable machinery
had been taken from the plant end sold.  Applicant cmerzded
1ts application 2t thls Juncture by offering to maintain ecarload
gervice 0 and from the station and to include it in %he
switening limits of Tronsa. To carry out this purpose,
protestant was agreeadble cven Lo the removael of zome of the
facilities, providing one switeh track was left for serviee to
the nlant. =t oprpears tuat reguest of applicart to
tbandon the non-agency station and to maintain one switen
track at thls point with the agreement 40 give carload service
ig reasonable and should be nermitted.

No one oppeared to provest the abanionment of the

station exd removal of tracks at Spangler. The ztetion

facilivies et Spangler consist of a sidetreck operated from
either end, and em open pletfom Tor the delivery of Cargo.

The exhibits filed by applicant show thot more then half of

the revesue on carload frelgnt at this station sinece Jemuary 1L,
1924, nzs been carned in the flrst three months of 1927; the
expliazation being that two cers of machlnery and ome car of
lumber hed been received there early inm the present year for
the Chrisimac Gold Quartz Mining Company for its mill five

miles Gistant from the station.  From this fact it appears
that this station'may s00n becomre usefnl ané necessary. In
view of the character and topograghy of tae country; amd
climatic conditions, cbandomment of facilities of tais charscter
should be granted cautiously. tallation of mills Justifies
the assuzntion that the industry ﬁill ship concentrates and

recelve saipmente, and the sidetrack axd platfom now in existence

world wndoubtedly be necesgary. Forther, if tals station




were abandcred, Qelivery or receint would necessarily nave to
be nale at either Semrles or Westend, involving an additional

truek houl of 13.1 miles 40 Seerles or 13.2 %o Tostend. For

these reagons, we telieve authority to obandon for freight

purposes 2t Spangler should not ve granted at +this time. The

Trone Redlroad iz under a pecullsr dutly in thet it is the only
ans of troansgpertation avallable in a desert region where

there 15 little populaticn except those shifting aboul in

mining industries. To permit sbandonment of passenger service

2t tais station will leave 2 stretch of 26.3 miles without

any duiy om the part of vhe carrier in transjportierg pzsseng

Te Jo not belleve that the econonmy proposed by applicant, doased

ox an arbitrary estimete of mcinterance and deprecietion and

2ot actual ceet, Justifies this change. Lo

service 2% Yhe other stations inmvolved, the Cisturces witaout

passenger service sre so smell (edch z2bout 2 miles) os to be

almost xnegligidvle.

-

Appilcant desires to file acmenmded schefule of elass
oies g shown by 1ts Exhibdbit No. 7.  There appears o %0 no
objeetion teo the rates and‘they will Te permi ttcd
with further »revision I inclusion of the rates now
estoblisned between Spax : voints. The loint rotes
betweer applicent ond other limes are not %o te disturbed by
the change of rotes duthorized hereixn, the changes sffecting oxly

Yne local rotes between poinds of this carrier.
OQRDZER.

Trone Railwey Company, & corporation, having made
&ppl 1cat~on 1o chanbon itz non-cgency stationsat Borogolvay,
Mogresivm o2d Spangler and to remove station fuczlaties and
elter rotes, .a  public hearing having been neld, and the metter
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peving been duly submitted and now being recfdy Lox decizion,

IT™ IS HEREEY ORDERED that permisgion arnd authority be
ond they are neredby granted to “he Trome Railwey Company, o "
corporation, to shandon its non—agehcy station at Borosolvay
and to remove its station facilities, with the exception of oue
spur track commection; alsc to abanfon its mon-cgeney station,
insofar o8 passengers end express only are coxcerned, aﬁ Mog-
nesium; it being umderstood that Borosolvey it 0 be iacluded
in the switching 1limits of Trome, axd lMegnesium in the switehing
limits of Westend, and that tae aliered rates proposed in
Exhibit No. 7 applying to both sbandoned stations may be Tiled.

IT IS FURTHEIR ORDERED that the application herein,
ingofor as it »elates t0 the chandorment of non-agency stotion
end focilitlies ot Spangler, ox change ixn rates, 1s dernied without
srejudice. ' ’

Tne suthority nereizn granted shall become effective

witain twenty (80) days after the dzte hereof.

Dated ot San Fraweisco, Califerxis, this /7 <
dsy of \:/5/,,,,,,/ T 1927, '

G

Commissioners.




