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R. C. Symonds, for Town of MlllValley and for interested 
citizens. Protestants. 

BY TEE COkw~SSION -
o PIN ION 

~. Tamalpais ~d ~~1r Woods Railway, a corporation, has 

petitioned the Railroad Commission for an order authorizing the 

abando~ent of servioo on its Leo street Local Line, operated 
. . 

from the Northwestern ~noifio Station in the Town of Mlll Valley 
to the station of Loe Street, a distnnce of approximately 1.12 

:niles. 
Publio hearings on this applioation ware oonducted by 

Examiner Handford at San Francisoo, the matter was duly submitted 

fOllowing the filing of briets, and is now re$dy £or decision. 

A~~licant alleges that the operstion of its Lee Street Local 
. . 

servioe hns been conducted at a material loss; that changes in 

schedules ~d rates of f~re have been made from time to time in an 
endeavor to eliminate the oper~ting loss; and that the line has 

steadily lost patronage in spite of the efforts of applioant to 

render effective service. 
Exhibits filed as a portion of the application heroin show, 

in elaborate detail, the revenues and oxpenses of the Lee Street 

Looal o~eration (1) on the basis of actaal out-of-pdoket oosts and 
(2) on the basis of operating costs including maintenance of track 

and roadway, proportion of general oxpense, fixed charges, interest 



and taxes. Other eXhibits show the receipts aDd expenditures 

resulting from the operation of the entire line of applicant. 

From these exhibits we have abstraoted the following tabu-

lation showing the revenues derived from the "Lee street Local" 
. ~ 

operation and the expense of same, the latter figures including 

only the d 1rect opore.t1Dg charges with no a110wnnce for superin-

tendence. track and roadway maintenance, general expense, de -

preciation. taxes or a~ return on the investment -

Year -
April 1 to Deo. 31, 

1920. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Jan. 1 to USy 31, 
1926 .. 

~OTALS -

Note * 

Revenue 

2789.05 

3511.50 

3153.55 

2233.75 

1898.78 

l600.70 

522.20 

$15709.53 

Ope rat illg 
menses 

2500.25 

4124.00 

3369.40 

2714.02 

3136.87 

4161.70' 

1085.92 
.-, 

'21092.16 . 
Indicates gain. 

Loss -

288.80 * 
612.50 

215.85 

480.27' 

1238.09 

2561.00 

563.72 

$5382.63 

From the ab~ve it appears that not alone has thero been & 

substantial loss, a.mounting to $5382.63 dur1J:lg the six year 

period but also that the pa.tro~ge has resulted in a. decrease in ' 

revenue from the ye~r 1921 as compared to the year 1925 of '54.41%. 

operating expenses for the two years remaining practioally the 

same. 
The matter of the discontinuance of the "Lee Street Lo~" 

service has heretofore been considered by the Commission in th; 

iollow~ proceedings: 
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Decision No.2944 on Ap~lication No.le9S, decided 
, November 30, 19l5. CC.R.C. No.S. 552). 

Decision No.4927 on Ap~lication No.3272, decided 
December 6. 1917. ~C.R.C. No.14, 670) •. 

DeciSion No.6385 on Application No.4262. decided 
June 5. 19l9. CO.R.C. No.lo, 843) • 

. 
Decision No.7l65 on Application No.5211. decided 

February 27, 1920. fC.R.C. No.17, 838). 

In tb.& l:pplieations ~oa.1S9S ana 52'12. supra, the discontin-

uance ot all serv1ce of applicant was Bought duriDg the winter 

that the "Lee Street Local" sorvioe should be mnint~ined, although 
- -permitting the discontinuance of the main line, or mountain, service 

during the poriods for which ~uthor1ty was so~ht. In Appliest ion 

No.4262 the Commission tound that no shOWing had been made as to 
rearrangemen~ of schodules, plans for the reductio~ of senedulea 

or a~plieation for inoreased rates, which might have enabled 

operation to be 'more economicslly conducted, and denied the appli-

cation. In Application No.5211. the Commission a~thor1zed app11-

cant to discontinue the carry1Ilg of local passengers on 1ts 
mountain tra.ins batwaen Mill Valley a.nd Lee Street, and granted 

permission to increase faros and reduoe schedules on the "Lee 
., . 

Street Local" line. All the foregoing decisions conta.ta m~ch 

data as to the history and development of this local service and 

it wo~ld serve no useful purpose to restate the da.ta herein. 

~Ae grqnting of the a.pplication is protested by the Town 
of Mill Valley and by residonts sorved by the "Lee Street Local" 

line. 
Mr. A. M. Whittle, Mr. A. J. Fenf1eld. Mr. G. E. Chapin, 

Mrs. FloX'S. R. Eawkina and. M):. E. C. Symonds, all patrons of the 

loc~l line, testified in behal£ of the protestants, in effect 
that the population along the line had conSistently increased 

since 1921; that the serv1ce now rendered was a considerable im-

provement over that tormerly rendered, for Which improvement a 
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c~nge in management was rosponsible; that school children 

would be deprived of reg~lar transportation service and rosidents 

would be incomvenienced during inclement weather if the servioe 

were to be discontin~ed; tbAt there was no substitute service 

available; and that property values in Blythedale Canyon would 

be depressed if a discontinuance of service were to be a~thor1zed. 

Witnesses ~dm1tted thAt tho line was not heavily patronized not-

withstanding that ~ improvement in service had been o~aervedt 

one protesting witness not using the line personally but finding 

it to be of advantage to his f~ily. Tho privately owned auto-

mobile was stated by some of the witnesses to be the principal 

cause for the lack of local line patronage, there being no com~ 

peting jitney or ~utocobile stage service. 

Counsel for protestants contends that. by reason of the 

main line of applicant being opereted at a deficit although 

serving non-operative property which is profitable, the instant 

application should have included a request for the discont1nt1anoe 

of service ~pon the ehtire line; and that the patrons of the "Lee 

street Local" should continue to receive service unless and until 
, 

the entire unprofitable rail service shall have been aathor1zed 

to be abandoned. Zne applicant is not before the Commission seek-

iDS authority to discontinue its main line serVice, which is now 

operated only during a portion of the year under authority ob -

tained trom this Commission in its Decision No.2944 on A.pplication 

~o.lS9S, and Decision No.4927 on Applico.tion !~o.3272, :n both 

~hese decisions provision was made for the continuous operation 

o:f the ".Lee Street Local" throughou.t the entire year. ]:revious 
, 

applic~tion$ for the relief of the deficits ~risiDg from the 

operation of this local service have been denied end the appli-

cant. in complicnce with the orders of the Commission has amended 

schedules, adjusted eervice and rates in an attempt to continue 

service. The reoord heroin and the foregoing tabulations ab~ 

stracted from exhibits show the public have not responded with 



:pat:ronago to o.:a. extent that the revenue: is e<3.uiva.len.t 
, opera. t·irig 

to the Oi:..t-of-pocketYexpenses, and the volu:ne of :p~ tronc.ge 

is steadi~y decreasing. 

We ha.ve given C::l.I'ei"u.l consid.era.tion to the 

evi~ence, exhibits ~n~ br1efs of record in this ~rocee~

ing. We conclude therefrom and hereby find as a fact 

that public convenience and necessity do not require the 

oper~tion by a~plic~t of its nLee Street Localn line; 
, 

th~t the revenue derived there~~m is insut!icient to 

defray the out-or-pocket costs of operation; ~d that 

there appears no possibility ot increased traffic w~eh 

would justify continued operation. 

ORDER ------

Public hearings h~vin3 been held on the above entitle~ 
application, the ~tter h~ving been duly submitte~ u~on the 

tili~g of briefs, the Commission being now fully advised and 

ba.sing its order on the conclusions and findings ot tact as 

~ppearing in the opinion which precedes this order, 

IT IS F~Y ORDERED that applicant Ut. Tamalpais and 

k~r Woods Railway, a cor,oration, be ~nd the s~me hereby 

is autho~1zed to disconti~ue the operation'ot its so-c~led 

"t.oe Streot. Loco.l rr servioe botweon the !3to..tion o:f th'e Northw6st-
~ -
ern ?acific RailroaQ in r~ll Valley to the station of Lee Street; 
prov1de~J however. th~t prior to the d1scontin~ce or serv1ce 

notioes o..~visine tho ~ublic o~ suoh ~iscontinuance sho..~~ be 
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~osted at all stations a!!ected and in all ears oporated on 

said local line at least ton (10) days prior to the date of 

discontinuance as herein authorized. and to file a copy of 

sa1d "notice of discontinuance" with this Commission. Appli-. . 
cant is also hereby directed to file cancellation of all 

tarif!s and ttme schedules affecting said "Lee Street Lodal~ 
~ . ~ 

service in accordance with the provisions of this Commission'S 

~ar1ff Circular No.2. 

The effective date of this order is hereby fixed as 

twenty (20) days from the date hereof. 

"..;C-
Dated at San Fr~cisco,C~li!orniet this ~J day of May, -

1927. 


