Decision No. /8§ 44 & 5y

TEE RAILR0AD COLLIISSION OF 2

In the ilatter of tha Apvlication of

SACRALZINTO NORATEERN RAILROAD, s

corporation, for an oxrder permitting

the dlbcontlnRJnce of the operation Applicetion
0f its "Hamilton Branch' botwesn the 044418
C;»y of Chico and the Town of Hamilton,

in The State of Cal;fo*nlu.

Jeller, Dowors & Zhrmen, by Sidney M. Zhrmen and
«erome De dh;ue, foxr Annl*canu,
Sranik Jreemen, for Sacramento Valley Sugaer Company,
Zemilton Lend company, Protestents,
deriel C. ldmrpiy, for Ryelan Istste, uame De *aelan.
alice Phelon. Sulliven Corpor ation end Uory L. Phelen,
Protestants.
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Secremonto Noxthern Roilroad, o corporation, hes petitioned
the Jeilroed Commission for en order suthorizing the discontinuenco

of its so=-called "Eamilton Zranch", & singlo track line of roilroad

extending from she City of Chico, in the County of Butte, to tho

Qown of Zemilton,, in the County of Clemn, & distance o0f ll.l miles.
Jublic hnearirgson this acpplication were held at San Francisco
&t which evidence wos roceived and the metter was submitted fox

dacicion.

IS

applicant alleges as Justificetion for the desired auxnovzty
het cpproximately half-way between the City of Chico cnd the Romm
of Zamilton the dranch line crossed the Sacramento River: that

eid crossing consisted of = pile trestle with pontoon span and was
temporery in I%s neture inssmuch os epplicant was required to re-
move the trestle in Decemdver of each year on account of high watexr
in the Sacramento 2iver und pursusnt to on order of the Wer Jepari=
nment of the United Stetes; that awvlicant and its pradecéssof in
interest hes not overated the track on the Wwest side of the

Seeramento River since December, 1913: that applicant desires to




vermanently discontinue the operation of the "Hamillon Branch”

for the reacon thot during the winter of 1914“high woter weshed
cwey over one mile of trock on the weest side of the Secramonto
River ané three-fourths of ¢ mile of track onm the east side of said
river; that bo successfully operate scid Zemilton Brench o draw-

bridge would heve to ba constructed over the Sacramento River, vhe

cost of which would exceod Four Zundred Thousend Dollars ($400,000.);

thaet soid Zemilton Bronch offers dbut o smell amount of freight and
very few vessengers for trensportetion and its operction has never
yielded sufficient rovenue to Qefray the expense of reconstruction,
meintenance or overavion.

kr. J. B. Rowrsy, Genoral lanager of applicant corporotion,
testified that the line, herein proposed to be discontinued, was
ovorated during the season of boot harvesting esch yesr; that
during the month of June of each yesr g temporary trestle end
vonvoon bridge was constructed across the Sacromento River and the
demege resulting to track from high water during the wintor sSeason
wee repaired; that sugar beets wore hondled Lrom ranches east of
she Sceramento River to the suger foctory alt Eamilton City; that
Tollowing the boot season ovcssenger service was continued until
Decemboer when the nontoon bridge end trestle opprooches Were re-
cuired to be romoved under the conditions of a yearly permit granted
by the wWor Depertment of the Foderal Govermment; that the las
operation over the entire branch was in Docember 1913; that the
essimase of the expenditure necossery to pronerly rerabilitate the
line, including o mermanent draw-bridge acrocs the 3Sacramento river
wes $5611,642; and that os the suger foctory ot Homilton woz not
to beIOperated thero was no traffic offering which justified the

renabilitation of the line and its continued operatlon.




Trom the ovidence of this witness and an exhibit filed
the following date chows the reveunue received on the Hamilton

Branch and the out-of-vocket oxponsos for the poriods ghown:

YZARLY DPEXICD

1910 1911 1912 1913
Pacsenger and Freight Revenue $L3356.90 10677.00 12014.45 12194.07

Quv=of=pocket Operating ZX=- -
venses 8691.00 8545.00 10946.00 12326.00

Yot Revenue & 4655.90 21%2.00 1068.45 131.93 *

Note: ™ Indiecates loss.

If the total oxpenses, excluding taxes, wore added, tae
branch line would have produced the following not revenue for

the years considored:

1910 & 2340.90
1911 360.00
1912 1805.55
1913 4537.93

In the foregoing estimutes of expense no consideration has
boen given to any return on the investment in the propexty.

The granting of the epplication iz protested by Sacramento
Valley Suger Company, Zamilton Iend Company, Bstate of J&3.2helan,
Jomes D. Pholan, Alice Phelan Sullivan Corporation and ESry L.
?hel&n.

An agreement between the Pacific Suger Construction Compeny,
Alte California Beet 3Suzar Commeny and Noxthern Zlectric Company,
the lettor boing applicant's predecessor in interest, was filed
s an oxnivit, al=o certified copies of deeds covering the trans-
fér of cortein varcols of lend for right of way and station pur -

oses, such land trensfers being'made under the conditions of the

egreenent.




It iz the contention of »rotestantd’ counsel Thet the adbandon-
aent of vhe "Homilvon Branch" of appliéant wonld greatly damoge
the Sacrqmento Talley Sugor éompany and in the ovent an order should
be made suthorizing such sbandonment, said oxdor should roguire
the reconveyance of the rights of woy =nd other properiy heretofore
conveyed To The apelicant or its predecessors in intersst under
the terms of the agreement abdbove refoxrred to, snd in the ecvent of
vhe order of chandonmont velng suthorized containing such con -
divions the protaest against its issusnce is withdram.

we ere of the ovinion that the guestion of title to the
property which was deeded to avplicant's predecessors in interest
undoxr the terms of an agreomont hereinﬁbove referred Yo is nov o
matior within the jur;sdictien of this Commizsion end that the
transfer of same to the originel zranteos iz & motter requiring
ad judication by the c¢ivil courts.

Prom the record rerein we are of the ovinion and horedy £ingé
ag & fae vaet the rehaodbllitation ond continued operat ion of the
"Zemilton 3ronch™ of cpvlicant's rollwsy Ls not Justified or re-
Quired by The uﬁlic convenien&e and necessity, therebeing no
treffic now offering, or to be offered in the future, whica would
Justify the c¢ost of rehebilivtation of said branck line nor o

defroy the cogst of its operation ond meintensnce.

¢ D B R
2udblic heeringshaving been held on tho zbove ertitled cpoli-
cotion, the mattor raving beon duly submitted, the Commission being
now fully advised and bosging i¢s oxder on the finding of foet as
eppoaring in the opirnlon which precedex tals order,
(1T IS TERZEBY CRDIRED  thet coplicant Sacramento JNorthern
2o ilroed, a corvoration, be ond the same heredy ig authorized to

discontinue The oparation of its line oL railroad kuown as the

"Hemilton 3Sranch™ and located between the City of Chico,Colinty of

2utte, and the Town of Zamilton, County of Glemn, and to cancel

-l




in conformity with the rules of this Commission, 21l tariffs of
»at03 end all Sime zchedules herotofore f£iled with this Commission
and efreective covering nessenger and freight service on 1ts
Zamilton Sronch’ between scid Cnico and Homilton and intermediate

roints.

Doted ot San Frencisco,Celifornis, this A22¢£-aay 02

1927.

Cllina s B L VnsiD «




