
Decif; ion No. / tf t ? ,\ -:-. 

BEFORE TEZ 1U.ILROlu) COwaSSION OF TE:E S'r~E OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter of the ~plication ot ) 
CITY OF OJAl, tor construction of ) 
grade cro ss 1ng OIl Blanche and Signal) Applica tion No. 13510. 
Streets at. Ojai, on Branch line ot ) 
Southern ?ncifie Com~any. ) 

----------------------------) 
BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

In the above proceeding, the City 01" Oja1, a city 

o~ the zixth class, requests permission to construct B1anene 

and. Si~l Streets at grade across Southern Pacific COlllll2JJY f s 

Ojai Branch Line in the southwect ~ortion ot the City. 

A public hearing was held in this ma.tter cetore Ex:-

aQincr ~i11izms at Ojai on ~r11 ll, 1927. 

The railroad invo1ve~ herein is Southern Pacific 

Comp3nY's Oja1 Branch which extends tro~ Ojai on the north 

to a connection with the main line at Ven~ra Junction, a 

distance of about titteen miles. The service on this line 

consists ot one mixed train making a round trip daily. Under 

the present scnedule this train reaches Ojai about noon. It 

is eztimated that trains travel at a rate of about fifteen 

miles per hour in the vicinity of the proposed crossings. 

The tracks are in a generally east and west diree-

tion through Ojai and the streets, with few exeeptions, ~ 

east ana. west and north and south. Ojai A.venue is the ma.1n' 



east ana west highway of the city and is located about 1.000 

~eet north of tbe railroaa, wnile Ventura Avenne is the main 
north and south h1ghW~. Blanche and S1sno.l Streets, referred. 

to in this ap~~1oation, are north and south ~1~ty (~O) ~oot 

highways of the City of Ojai. Blanche street is located about 
three-hun~red and fifty (350) teet west of Ventura Avenue, 

,. 

While Signal street is located about two-hun~ed and r1tty 

(250) teet east thereof. Both Blanche and Signal streets ter-

::li:c.a.te at Santa Ana street which para.ll.els the railroad and 

is locate~ one bloc'X s au.th thereof. 

The Cit~ is now constructing a sewage ~is~osal 
plant located on an extension of Signal Street an~ about two 

bloc:cs south of the railroad. The record shows that the pro-

posed crossing at Signal Street would afford some advantages 

in crossing over the track to a tew residences on this street 

in addition to offering a convenient r~te for city e~loyees 

attending the se~~ge plant. 
Mention wa.s made of 0. plan to est:l.c11sh a United 

States ranger station near t~e intersection of Santa Ana and 

Signal Streets; also, that there is ~ossio1l1ty of subdivi-

sion for residential purposes in this vicinity. 
It ap:l;lears that the amount of tra1':tic that ~uld. 

use the proposed crossing at Signal Street woul~ be compar-
atively smal~ and that this traftic now has reasonable means 

of access over the railroad. The sewage ~1sposal plant ~ 
be now rea.che~ 'by l!on tgoIll~ry Street which, if repaired, vdl.l. 

ofter a reason3.o1y convenient route to this plant. 
~e view at the proposed Signal Street crossing 

is impaired by a bank of earth on the south side ot the rail-

road as the track at this point lies in a ~t of about eight 
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feet. From the eviaence it a?pears that there is little pub-
lic necessity for this crossing at this time. 

With respect to the proposed crossing at Elan~e 

Street, the evidence shows there are seven houses located on 
this street in the bloek south of the railroa~ and that it . 
would be a material convenience for traffic to and from these 
houses if the proposed crossing were conot~ucted, especially 

during rainy seasons, when Ventura street often becomes im-
passable, which necessitates the use of a te~orary cross-

ing at Bl~che Street. The proposed Blanche Street cross-

ing would also be of convenience to a tract proposed to be 

o;pened tor residential ;PUl":poses southwest from the corner 

of santa Ana ~d Blanche Streets. 

~e View at this crossing is slightly impaired 

due to the curvature of the tro.clt: which is situated in & 

four-toot cut and also by trees and shrubber,y on private 

~roperty adjacent to the ~roposed crossing. 

From the evidence it appears that public convenience 

and necessity justify the construction of this crossing. If 

constructed, the View shoul[ be improved by removing shrubbery 

in so far as is reasona.ble and the speed. of the trains should. 

be reduced to ten miles per hour to which plan the counsel of 

the railroad agreed. Under these conditions it would appear 

reasonable that the crossing be :protected only.by a standard 

i ~< cross ng s ... gn. 

ORDER -----
The City of Ojai having made application fo= permis-

sion to construct Signal Street and Elanche Street at grade 

across the Southern Ps.cific CompallY's Oj3.i Branch, a. public 



hear1ng having been held. the Coom1ss1on being apprised o~ 

the !aots, the matter being under submission and ready tor de-

oision, 
I~ IS EEREBY FOUND AS A FAC~ that publi0 oonven-

1enoe and neoessity just1fy the oonstruotion ot the orossing 

at Blanche Street but do not justify the oonstruction ot the 

propose~ orossing at Signal street; therefore, 

I~ IS HEREBY ORDEaEI> that permission alld author-

ity be an~ they are hereby granted to the City Counoil ot 

0:a1, Ventnra County, Calito~ia, to oonstruot Blanohe 

Street at grade aoross the traok of Southern Paoitio Comp~, 

approximately at Mlle No. 411.9, as sh~ on maps tiled in 

this prooeed~. 

The above oross1ng snall be identlfied as cross-

ing :No. :aa-4ll.9. 

Sald orossing Shall be oonstruoted sUbjeot to the 

folloWing oonditions: 

1. ~e entire expense ot oonstruoting the oross-

ing shall be borne by applioant. ~e oost of its main-

tenance up to lines two (al feet outside ot the out-

side ralls sb.all be borne by applloant. The maJ.n-

tenance ot that portion ot the oross~g between ltnes 

two (2) teet outside ot the outside rails shall be 

borue by Southern Paolfio Company. No portion ot the 

oost herein assessed to applloant tor the oonstruotlon 

or maintenanoe ot said orossing ~ll be assessed by 

applioant in &n1 manner whatsoever to the operat1ve 

property ot Southern Pacitio Company. 

2. ~he Qrossing ~all be oonstrQcted With & 

width not 1ess than twenty (20) ~eet and at an 

angle of ninety (90) degrees to the railroad and 



with grad.es of approach not greater til3ll two (2) per 

cent; shal~ be const~cted subst~tially in accor~ance 

vdth Standard No. a, as specified in General Order No. 

72 of this Commission; shall be protected. by $. S'to.nd.s.rd. 

No. 1 Cro~sing Sign as spec1t1e~ in General Order No. 

75, and. shall in every Vr'..y be made sate tor the passage 

thereon ot vehicles an~ other road traffic. 

z. Southern J?~citic ComJ?~ shall limit the 

speed of trains at this crossing to ten miles per hour. 

4. Said crossing of ]lanche street shall not be 
; 

opened until applicant shall have arranged with the 

ovmers of property at the so~thwest and southeast cor-

:::lers of said crossing for the removal of trees and.. 

shrubs ,;,::'0.1ch impair the vi ew ot approaching trains 

~d shall have notified this Commission ot sucn re-

moval4O 

5. AJ?plic~t sh$.ll, wi thin thirty (30) d£.ys 

thereafter, notify this Commission, in writing, of 

the com~letion of the i~tallat1on ot said crossing. 

6. If said crossing shall not have been in-

stalled. within one year from the d.ate of this Order, 

the authorization herein granted shall then lapse 

~d become VOid., unless further time is granted by 

subsequent or~er. 

7. The Co~iss1on ~eserves the right to make 

such ~rt~er or~er ~elative to the location. construc-

tion, o~erationJ maintenance an~ ~rotection of said 

crossing as to it may seem right an~ :proper a.na. to 

revoke its ~ermi~s1on if, in its judgment, the pub-

lic cor.ven:i.ence 3ll0' necessity de:o.s.:c.o' so.ch ~ction. 

!~ IS E:EREBY 1URTH..~:R ORDERED that the portion of the 

-5-



a~~lication re~uesting a crossing st Signal Street be and it 

is hereby ~enied Without ?~ejuCice. 

~he effective date of this Order Shal~ be twenty 

(20) ~ys from the date hereof. 

~.~ Dated at San Francisco, California, this f ~ day 
O~~'l927. 

~/ ... 


