| WILLIAM DUELXS, Complsinant,
ows.
PACIFIC EIZCIRIC RAITWAY CO.,
o . Defendant.
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William Duelks, in propria persona, Complainant.
C. W. Cornell for Defendant.

BY THE COMMISSION -
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In this proceeding William Duelks, a resident of Graham,
Los Angeles County, complains of defendant Pacific Zlectric
Railway Company, s corporation, alleging that the operation of
the railroad of the defendant at lanchester Avenue, 8180 known
a3 Graham Station, in the County of Los Angeles, is obJjection-
able to said compleinant and other residents of GCraham by reason
of the nolse made by crousing bhells, train whistles, the ex -
plosion of torpedoes, and the ringing of warning gongs. Com=-
plainant prays for an oxrdoer of the Commission reguiring defen-
dant t0 eliminate said alleged unnecessary waistling, ringing
of crossing and car gongs, and to install flagmen at the
Manchester Avenue crossing during the entire 24 hour period
of each day. | |

Protestant duly f£iled its answer heroeih, said aﬁéwer
being in effect a general denial of all of the matexial alle-
gations of the complaint. '

A public hearing oxr the issues vresented by this com-
plaint and snswer wgs conducted by Examincr Hondfoxd at Los
Angeles, the nmatter was duly submitted ard is now ready for

decisiorn.




1e neering complainent withdrew all items of complaint
o *he cunoyonce oceasioned by train whistling and
ringing gongs ond the ringing of crossing warning bells.

muree witnesses, residing or employed near ‘the wonchester

Averve crossing, testified &s to the annoycace cavsel 0y

1y umnecessary dlowing of whistles and ringing of gongs
ond of noise mcde by %the crossing werning bell, which
frecuency of train movement over tae
ronchester asvenue crossing rings ot frecuent intervals.
=, T. Clark, Superintendent of the Southaern Division of
cefendont Pacific Slectric Reilway Company, deseribed tke nigh=-
way cad train vralfic existing at the litncaester Avenue erossing;
«he frecuert inspections that had veen made of existing conditions
ond stoted thot imsiructions zod deen issued to ‘reinmen to
eliminate vmnecessary noise dy the use of whistles and gongs at
+hie erossing by restricting the use of cudible sisnals to those
which were recuired to insure safety to she traveling pubdlic.
ionehester Avenue is o reguleox stopding point for ceridin
scheduled troins, mown oS Gronem Station, end %0 obviate un-
necessaxy whistling motormen aave heen instructed to disconﬁinue
cnswering the proceed signal of conductor by counding two short
losts of the train whistle.
mhe traffic conditioms at the Manchester aveaue crossing
nave reouired such crossing to ve protected by an cutomstic
signel und bell, an& oiso by the employment of & humaxn flagman
vetween tae hours of 6:00 L.i. and 10:00 2.M. In view of the
fact thot the volume of alghwldy reffic weing this crossing has
increased since the'date of this Commission's Decision ¥o0.11828
on Case N0.18%7, as decided woereh 23, 1923, we are of the opinion
omd neredy Sind os o faet that the safety of the public using

said highway requires the continued maintenonce of tze automatic

erossing bell.




mThe complaint herein will be dismissed, but it 1s recommended
thet operating officials of defendont Pacific Zlectric Rail%ay
Company require fregquent checks of opersting conditlions ot
yvanchester Avenue crossing that the anmnoyance czused by unnecessary
waistling or ringing of troin gongs or bells may be reduced ¥o

the minimum reguired by safe train operation.
CRDER

A public hearing nhoving veen held on the above entitled
comploint, the matter having been duly submitied, the Commission
being now fully advised wud basiﬁg i%s order or the finding of
fact as appearing in the opinion which p;ecedes this oxder,

I7 IS EEREZY ORDZRED %hot this complaint be and the same

heredby is dismisszed.

nated ot Senm Francisco, Californin, this égé G?'"ci.za.y of

June, 1927.

Eam
% g@ RS

COIMLSSIOoNeErs.




