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BEFIRE TIEE RAILROLD COMLISSION OF THE STATE OF CLLIFORNIL.

City of Huntingtor Park, « municipal
corporation,

= & xrerm g,
s Y2

=

Complainant,
V3. Case No. 2188.

Southern Pacific Company, & railroad
corporation,

T N N Ve Ve e N . e Sy

Deferdoent.

In she mavter of the invecstigation
or the Commission's owa motion inrto
protection, consiuruction, alteration
end necessity for the crosszings of
the track of Southern PaciZic Company
as Satuxn Avexue, Lyfort .venue usnd
Irvingeon avexnue, in the City of
Euntington Park, Cownty of Logc Angel-
eg, State of Californic.

Cage Noe 2209,

—— A e e e n wl w N

de de Trippel and C. 3. Hubbard, for tae
City of Zwntington Park.
Z. W. Zobdbs oad €. W. Cornell, for Southern
Pacific Compaxnye.
Jobn R. zerryman, Jr., for Los Angeles County
rade Croccsing Conmittee.
Re C. licnllaster, for the County of Los ingeles.
Chandler, Wright and Ward, for Robert Conen & Co.
CCLAISSIONER:
CzINIOXN
The sbove entitled proceedings involve, in a general
wiy, the grade crossing cituation of the various intersecting
highweys detween Slauson aveaue on the norik cnd Florexnce ivenue
on the south with Southern Preific Company's "San Pedro Branch®
through the City of Huntington Park, Los Jngeles County, Celifor-
2e

Case No. 2188 was filed with the Commission October 30th,

1925, waerein tae City of I—:mitingtonéark asked the Commission to
-l




nake its order declaring various exist:;ng. crossings over the
railroad as public crossings wnd to regquire Southexn Pacific
Company to lower its tracks so 28 to make easy grades of ap-
proach at the Ir‘vington avenue wnd Iyfort ivenue erossings,
respeciively.

Case No. 2209 was instituted on the Commission®s own
zotion Jamuary 15%h, 1926, to determine the proper treatment at
the Irvingtom, Iyfort wnd Saturn Avenue crossings, respectively.

4 public hearing wag held in Case No. 2188 Jamuary Sti,
1926, and comsolidated nearings on lases Nos. 2188 2nd 2209 were
held on February 9th, March 9th, Lpril 20th and December 15th,
1926, at Los lngeles, Califormia, 1% being stipulated at the
hearing had ox February 9tk that the two cases might be consoli-

dated for hearing and decision.

The railroad involved herein is Soutnern Pacific

Company?¥s Illain Line to the Hurbor and Lz commonly c¢ulled the
TSeu Pedro 3ranch¥. Service to the Santa ina Distriet is also
rendered over this line. The evidence shows that this is the
rallroad route between Loz Angeles and the hardor and
thas the tommagze on thic line is constantly inereusinge. There
are pormally twelve Ifreight train movements over this line per

Aoy .

nis railroad pascses tarough the City of Huntington

Dexk Iz & noxtz cnd south direction. The wést line o2 the rigat="

of-way marks the bouandary between the City of Duxntington Parxk

and tne unircorporated portion of the County of Los Angeles.
Harbor Truck Bowlevard, which is an extension of ila~-

neda Street to the south of the City of Los angeles axd iz com~

zonly called slemeda Streed, is locuted parallel to cnd izmediately

west of the railroad righi-of-way and is an important paved counly




between Los Argeles and the harbor.

The grade crossings referred to herein are located be-
tween Slauson iAvenue waxl Florence Avexnue, botk of wialch are  inm-
portant east and west highway arteries situated approxim&teiy
ore mile a.pc:.rt. Tzere are four grade crossings over the said
Szn Pedro Branch™ bveiween these two major highways at the.rollow=
ing streets, beginning at the north end: Belgrave, Invington, .
Lyfort amnd Satura avenues. The respective disteonce betweern each
of these crossings, measured in & soutnerly direction rroc;
Slavson averue, is approxinmately as follows: 750 feet, 2000 feet,
800 Zeet, 950 feet wnd 730 feet. | ,

Irvington aveaue is the nost inmportant of any of the
four highways whick now cross the railroad between Slauson and
- Florence ivemues and is cituated approximately nidway between the
two. If the planc of the Los Angeles County Reglonal Planning
Commission are carried out, Irvington Avenve will becoue & lirk
fnadhrough east and west highway artery as it coxrects witk
Baker Lvenmue to nhe esst of Huntington Park ard to the west of
Zarxbox Iruck Boulevard there is o conne¢tion planned betweern Ir-
vington Avenue axnd Merrlill ALvemue. Baker Averue is now on
Inportant paved county highway extending east from Huntingtoz

oxk through the Town of Bell and terminaiing at Rinconade,while
lerrill Averwe extends west from Hwatington Park, terminaking in

the Inglewood District. Az tectified 4o by r. Hugh X. Zoneroy,

Secretary of the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Conmission,
"I% zay be that Irvington Lvenue will be regarded as s major
rather then o gsecondary highway and as suck will regquire wid.ening"
e 100 fect; 70 Zeet between curbs.m

It cppeurs that L1f and when the so-called Irvirgton

Averue project iz effected as planned by the ILos A.ne;éles County
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Rezioncl Planning Commissior or some comparable schexe, the grade

croscing of tais highwuy with Southernm Racific tracks will Justilfy

The experse o a grade separation. Wrile no definite plans or
ectimates were »»eccented, o nunber of witnecses tesgvified that &
their opinion the most economilcul nethod of effecving such o grade
separation would de by means of constructing the highway undex
the roilroad.
The evidence shows that the crossings &t otk Irvington
Lyvexve and ILyfort Lvenue have steepy grades of Gpproach. At tne
Irvington Avernuve crossing there is g rise of about 2.5 feet in
12 on the west side of the rollroad axnd avout 3 feet in 20 on the
i.de, while ot the Lyfort Lvenwe c¢rossing the rige is cbout
5 in 12 on %he west side and adout ¥ feet in 30 on the east
Theve excevﬂive grades of approach create a hazardous con=
n and can be reduced by lowering the tracks, by raising the
of the adjacent nlghways oxr & combination of both. In the
of the City of Funtington Park, Case No. 2188, it is
proposed to provide light grades of approack by lowering the trocks
Toxr & distonee of about 3300 feet, while Southern Racific Conmpaxny,
the County of Loc ingeles and the Commissionts Engineers recommend-
ed that the grades of approach at Irvington Avenue be reduced by
ralsing the ad jacent hisghways und that the grade croscing at Lyfort
Avenue be closed Joxr want of sulficlent pudblic necessity to J“stify
tze expenditure that would be necescary to reduce the &pproach
gondes ai this ¢rossing.
Tarious estinates weze presented to show the cost of
carrying out the resvective plans. Cisty of Euntington Park's
Zxnibit TP ghows the estimated cost of lowering the track to be

$27,792.00. The City of Tuntington Park filed a copy of a con-




tractorts bid (Franklin B. Gridley) of (328,000,000 foxr lowering
the traé‘s. Instructions vo the bidders show that Southern
Pacific Compeny iz to Zurnish all necessary bdallast F.0.B. oz the
Job andlpay n500.00 toward protection of traffic and also bear
eagineering éxgenses wp $0 & sum not Lo exceed $600.00.

r. Ve L. Raven, engineer for Souwthern Pacific Company;
testified that it woudd cost 359,450.00 to lower the tracks under
traffic and 547,%00.00 not wader traffic. Commission®s Exinibit
Ko.Al, presented vy J. G. Zunter, one of the Commission’s exgineers,
shows the estimated cost of lowering the track, as proposed in City
of Hunmtington Forkts Ixnidit "B, to be $43,407.00 and to lowex the-
trachk o opproxinately the level of slameda Street at Irvington and
Lyfort ivenues would cost ;45,009.00.

One itenm which contributes to o nmatericl difference in
the above estinates it the unit cost asplied forvearth excavation,
the City of Ruritington Rark using 50¢ per yaxrd, the Commission's
Tngineers cuggesting 75¢ per yard and Southern Pacific Company's
estimates being based upon 3L.00 per yard.

™e cost of constructing the cxrossing ¢ver Southern

Pacific Company's 62.5 foot right-of-way, involving 3 tracks, at

. LN
Irvington and Lyfort .venwes, respeciively, is 208 Lncluded Iy

of ine cbove ectimates. The Commission®s Exhibit No. 1 shows the
esvimated cost of constructing & creosoéed plazk crossing at
gither of these highways to be cpproximately $2,000.00.

¥Yr. O. F. Cooley, assictont County Road Comamissioxmer,
Los ingeles Cowaty, testified that the County Engineers eétimated
£t would cost epproximately $11,000.00 to construct a good grade
erocsing over the tracks &t Irvington Avexrue by raising both Earbor |

Truck Boulevard wud Irvington isvenue east of the railroad to the
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approximate present level of tke rails, this Ligwre including &
paved crossing over the railroald righi-ol-wlye. None of the above
estimates include a2llowance for property damage or any special
protective device Lor grade crossingse.

Toc Angeles County Exhibit Noe X shows & plan for the
improvement of the grade crossing at Irvington Lvenue, wheredy
the pavement on Irvington Avenmue is raised from & point about
80 feet eact of %he east Line of the railroad rigat-of-way to
meet the level of the present main track. This plan requires 2 L1l

of adout 2.5 feet at the east line of the rallroad right-of-waye.

The grade of approachk in tzis plan is & per cent on Ixrvington aAve-
PP & _

aue and lg per cent on Harbor Truek Boulevaexrd on each side of
Irvington lvemue.

Mr. 5. Be Lowe, a realtor of Euntixgton Park, testified
that if Irvington lLvenue is rafised for & distance of 150 Leet east
of the raoilroad with o f411 of 3.6 feet at tne east line of the

ailroad right-of-way, the damage %0 property on Irvington Avemue
wowld amount %o $6,000.00. This sum would provide for 20-Loot
driveways clong each side of Irvingbon Avenue for the entire length
of the f£fill.

The Lyfort ivemue crossing was authofized by the Commis-
sion's Decisiox Yo. 4099, dated Fedbruwary Stk, 1917, iz Application
Fo. 2735. Condition (3) 4in this order provides thot the grades of
approach shall not exceed 6 per cent. This condition is not now
complied with az thece grades of approach are in excess of 20 per
cent Zor a chort distance. IV cppears that Iyfort Lvemue i3 an |
wapaved locel street ond the volume 0f traffic crossing the reil-
road at thisz grude cerossing is smalle LS chown abbve, vhe dis-

vances between the Irvinglon .venue crossing and that of Lyfortd
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avenve is about SO0 feet. Regent Street lg the Lirst highway to
the east of the rallrozd which affords a coanectlon between Irving-
ton Avermue and Lyforv ~vernue. It ig located about 150 feet Zronm
the réilroad 2% Iyfort svenue and adout 300 feet 2t Irvington
Avemue. There is o prepoxderance of evidence in the wmecord to
show that with o gool erossing over the railroad at Irvington
ALvenve, pudblic convenlence axd rnecessity will nov Justify the ex-
pense of improving the Lyfort .ivenue §rosa‘ng; as it chould he
arnd that wnless tris crocsing is improved, the hazard existing -
weder its precent condition leads to the comelusion that it shouwld
ve closed. It is zy recomnmexdatlon that an apsropriate order de
issued iz spplication No. 2735 axnulling tne authorization for this
grede ¢rossing and direciing the rallroad to\close i. |
ILter due consideravion of the evidence in these pro-
ceedings, L% appears that the grode erossing ot Irvington ivexue
should be improved by raising the grades of the adjacent nighway
%o the approximate level of-the present main tracks snd thet this
grade crossing should be protected by an automatic flagnen. This

conelusion is supported by the fact that this plan will provide

& good crossing ot considerzble less cost thaxn would obizin if

toe tracks were lowered and will best coordinate with z grode
separation a2t this locatiorn, Lf ot a later date zuch o project

is vadervakens It also appexrs proper that when the crossing at
Irvington Avenue is improved, the crocsing at Lyfort Jvenue should
be abaxdoned zond effectively clozed, oo the traflfic on this higo~
way wiAll not be serlouwsly incomvenienced 1L required o use 6ne

of Yhe zdjacexnt crocsings. hile there wos sone evidence intro-
ducel to chow that pudlic coxvenliexce and necessity does not
Justify the comiinucnce of the grade crossing al Saturn Lvenue,

)

walch is loccted about 1750 feet south of Irvington Lvexue, the




srowizng does 20t appear to [ustily er order directing that this
grogsing be closed st %his time. The record shows that the grades
02 approuachk at this crossing, while unimproved, are practically
level anéd tho croszsing involves oxly the two nain line tracks.

A3 Zox the division of cost of improving tae Irvington
Avenue crossing, iv soexm:s eguitable thet this expense should be
borue es follows: <£ifty (50) pexr cenl by Southern Pacific Company,

twenty-Live (25) per conmt by County of Los Angeles and twonty-=ive

(25) per cent by the City of Huntington Pafk.

Tre Lollowing form of oxder 1s recommended:

0
Public nearings naving been held in *the above entitled
procecedings, the Comtlzclion being apprized of tho factz, the
metters veing under sudbmission and ready for decision
IT IS EERSRY ORDERZD thet Southoern 2ocific Company bo
ond-it.1c hereby directed to improve the grade crossing of Irving-
Ton Avenﬁe with 1te trocks in tho City of Euntington Dark, Toz
dngeles County, Celiforala, by csusing to have raised the surface
of Harbor Truck Zoulevaxrd und Irvington Avenue to the cast of +he
Crullroad in sueh o moaner thelt approachkes can be coastructeld on
grodos to this crossing not to exceed four (4) per cent, and sub-
stentially Iin sccordance witih the plan shown Ey Loz Angeles
County's Exhibit No. 1 filed im thic procoeding.
Sald crossing chall be improved iz asccordance wifh the
Lollowing conditions:
(1) Tre, cost of improvipg‘said.crossing of Irvington Avo-
oue, a& neroin ordered, includin@‘an.automatic,flagman. cnall be

borze fifty (50) por ceant by Southern Peciffic Compsny, twonty~Live

~8~




(25) pexr cent by the County of Los Angeles and twenty-five (25) |
pex cent by the City o2 Eunbtington Park. The cost of naintensance
of that portion of said arossing uwp %o lines two (2) feet outside
of the oulside rafl shall be boxre by the City or'm'mtingtm Park.
The ocost of maintenance of that portion of said orossing detween
lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be bornme by
Southern ?ﬁoiﬁc Companye XNo portion of the cost herein ussessed
to the City of Ewatinglon Park or the County of Loc Angeles for the
construction or muintenance of said crossing shall be assessed in
any nanner whatsoever to the operative property of Southern Pacific
Componye. The cost of maintenance of sald autometic rlagmapn shall
be borne by Southern Pecific Companye.

(2) applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify thig éozmission, in writing, of tke coﬁplétion of the in-
stzllation of sald erossing.

(3) The Commission reserves uhe rigb.t to make swch
further orders relative to the location, construction, operation,
naintenance and protection of salid crossing uws to 1t may seem
Tight axd proper wund to revoke its permission if, in lts Juégnexnt,
the public conveniexnce axd necessity denand ‘such action.

IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the above eantitled
cases in so far as they Iinvolve Saturn Avenue be and they are
hereby dlsmissed without prejudice. a

IT IS HERERY FURTEER ORDERED that wpon the completion
of the improvement of the Irvington Avenue crossing as directed
in this decision, the publio ¢erossing over Southera Pacific
Compaxy?s tracks at Lyfort ivenue in the City of Euntington Pazrk,.
Los Angeles County, Cslifornia, be effectively closed to public

I.9-




travel, and uwpon the scompletion oI the scid ioprovement of
Irrizgton iverue, sold Southerm Pacifioc Company is hereby
&directed to comstruct the necessary barriers to effectively
and, adequately olose tke said Iyfort avenue erossirg. The
expense of closing of said crossing skall be borme by the
Southern Pacific Companye
The foregoing Opinion and Crder are hereby approved

and owdered filed as the Opinlorn and Oxdex of the Railroad

Comnission of the Stale of Califormiae

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

cays fron the date hereof.
Dated at San Frazeisco, California, this 27 X day
y , 1927,

Commliss ioners.




