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BEPORE TUE RAIZROLD COMIIISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

T8 POND FARM CENTER OF

TID XERN COUNTY FARL BURZAU,

a voluntory ascoclatlon,
Complainont, Caze No. 1448.

vS.

ADCEISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA
RATTTAY COIRANY, a corporation,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Defendant.

Taison Abel arm J. J- Denel, for Complainent,

. T. Iweey axd J. W. Wolker, Zoxr Defendant.

3V ™E COLIIISSICH:

c2IxIQ

™ e Pond Farm Ceonver of thae Xern County Feoxm sSuredw,
2 voluntaxy association of owners axd wrkers of fermz, residing av
» neor *ne Pond siding ond flag station on the lize of defendant in
XKo»z Couxnty, by Its complaint herein clleges that the comxunity of
Pond is o rapidly growing ond developing ferming sectlion having a
populotion of over 350 persons, that the service now rexiered by
defendant consists of o .siding and o flog ctation; that the meares?d
agency station on the line of defexdant's railrozad i3 located at.
waseo, elgat and one-half miles diztont from Pond; that complainants
are ceriously and unreasonably incoaveniemced by deing compelled to
travel to the ¥ ation or derfendant for all express, frelght
ond adeguase vasseager service and facilitles; that the exclusive
ares which would be served by sne establichment of o sgency statlon

+ Tond would be o district convorimately ten miles wide by twenty

miles long; wnd thot the most comvenient locatlon for tne estab-




lishment 02 oan agency station would be ot or near tne interscotlon of
cefendants line of roilrond with the section line betwoen Sectlons 29
and 36, Township 23 éouth, Renge 24 Exst, Mount Diablo Bese and
vemidien., Complailzant proyc fox an order of this Commission dirceting
gefendant to construct and malintain o depot av or near the poiﬁf hexre-
inshoye meferred Lo, and to provide axd maintalin an azens ab sai&‘
depot for the service of the community.

nNeferdiont atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallway Company,
¢uly £iled its answer hereixn, sald answer denying tae mateiial alle-

of +the ccemploint.
A public hearing oun iz complaint was conducted vy
Tandford ob Pond ot which time evidence was baken and the

nather was duly swhmivied.

claude L. Pullen, residing at Pomd, testilied that 1%
was “he desire of the commnily to have tae proposed ageney station
located, construcved axd mointeined ot proctically vhe pregent
location of the present flag stop; tany the community coasisted of
cpproximabtely 125 familles, seventy-£five per cent oL whon employed
hized help; that ckipments were now mode principally Lrom Wasco,
1eFarlond end Delano; rice velng shipped from Delono necess tating an
elgiht mile haul or Irom the non-agency station of =lmo, necessitating
o tnree mile hewl, dvhe Latter station having 2 siding of 30 cax
copaclty oxd vetter {feanm . svaele Tocilities ond enjoyirng & carload
rate of £ifty cents per ton less than +he rete on southbound shipments
fwom Pond: that due to inadeguatc Toeilitics but one %baﬂﬂ cowld load
at Pond under present conditions; what express shipmenxs‘were Thrown
off along tae right-of-way, local freicht being pub into a box cax or
on the open plabform; that duc Yo thesze conditions consignees prefer

to roceive thelr express and le3s-than~carioad freight shipments at

ol
the agency shations ot Wasceo, TeFarlond or Delano; that it is incon-




venlent regordinge the matter of zcewring cors to be loaded at Pond &

of 25 cexnts belng charged for messages To the agent

telenphone expense o

at Vaseo or it belngs necessary o o to that point to oxder cors;

+

that less-tnon-carload shivments to Pond require prepayment of freight

caarges; and that Dy reason of no ggent at Pond goods are now ware-

nouvsed at Delano walca, if on agent were o be stationed at Poxd, wouwld

to esteblish a warchouse.

be worchoused thereo the farmers proposing

Mmis witnesz stated further that ne nod shipzped 20 tons of alfalfs, ten

tons moving via the Soultzern Pacific rails and the bolamee by truck;

that e aad reccived some less-than-carload frelght; that the estab-

lichmens of a svation axd agent would result iz more business for the

reffic $o Pond now haondled »y tracks

deféndant railroad by ddvertinc

oxr by the Southern Pacific agency stations at MeFaxlard and Delano.

Thos. R. Iytlc, reciding one-aalf mile east of Pond

tesvilied as 4o fthe shipment of Two cars of rice; that the shipping

conGitions were wasatlisfactory, thrce doys belng regulred in each

instonce to obtain the nececsary cors, and it being hecessary to go

L0 the ogexncy station of Wasco o have the cors billed out to their

estinction; and thot rice was now being warehoused at Delano by

o

o

reason of an agency station and better faclilitlies belng availabdble at

sucn point.

Hermon Bennersendldd, residing one-helf mile east of Pond

loads of hay ond 1

testifled as To hoving chipped Lé& car

carload of wheat Lfrom Pond; that the tcam track facllities at such

stavion were poor; thabt carsc must be oxdered from the agency station

2t Wagco; ad that oll buciness a5 Vo be transacted with the agency

co, cither by going therc perszdnmally or By using the

telepnone with o minimum chzrge of fwenty cents. Thic witrness has

nanled soxme freight

acllitices are Detter, but the diztance to bemegotiated by such hawl

to the non-cgency ctation ol Emo, vhere shipping

ping' from such station.

offsets the advontege in rate obtained by Ship

5‘



0. . Velnbexrger, o farzer residing ot Pond, Testifled
regoxrding the shipment of hay naving forwearded 20 carloads from Pond
& experiencing Aifficul Uy in getiing emplty cars for losding, in
some inctances hoving To walt two weeks fox» hls cor oxders o de
{illed. The witness' ranch is locoted two miles from the station

Al

found 17 necessary Lo g0 personally o VWasceo

b

at Poxnl, md ¢ has
regarding hiz cor orders, or to bill out his shipments, or %o tele-

paone a2t nis expense. The hoy produced on vhe rameh Iis

sold f.o0.B. romeh and iz boled and shipped by the purchaser some

by truck axd zome by the rail line of the defendant, but the condi~
vions a3 o comvenience of sainping Tacllities by »ail are 2 cone-
sideration in whe price offered for the commodity vy whe purchaser.
er residing 4 miles from Poxnd
¢ station at NeFoxrlaxd
to which poirnt o higim Lg 3 olso shipped from the
delfendant’s non-agency
Lo J. Ruzsell, 2 rancher xesiddng at 2ond, estimated
vae population of the commuxity trivutary to the shation to de 500
He has nawled als products vo the Southern Paclfic agencey
of MeForlaond and in gencral hils oxperience has been =imilad

exnressed by witnezses heretofore mentioned, bul nls exper-

abou’ S

tons of lesg-than-carload freisht ger ol L e must de
repoid at the noint sk ) ne agent

Witress clal G AL i — 201y good service

on & few inztonees

v trains during L clemcnt weabtner. Vi
Treight chipments Yo average a reverue of $L00.00 per month,
compleing more regording the Qiffleully oxpericnced wivl

chipmentc Wi in his haviag his perishadle expres




consigned to we Southera 2acific aggncy Delaxo, from waich »point
they arce trucked to iz store at Zoad.

c. C. Casey, o rancher of E growing alialfa,

The Goixy dbusines 2be he was not 2t present a

creanery waleh ples

& roncner ot Pond, stoted nis ronch was
v Dully develoved and tiat hls chipments were princlipally ¢
d hoge in less-thon-carload mavements. TUltness objJects wo
precent lack of facilitles for less-then carlosd receipts

wosing of hils eattle and nogs

Je W. Walker, cuperintendent of the valley Division of
defenlont ves 2t his compaxny 4id not ova & suitable site
Jor the estal > o station and ogency ot Rond,
nod estimated thav the cost station duilding, exelusive of land.,

would approximate 15,000, %o which chould be added aun item of 12000,

Tor groding, 54000 for teom ond house tracks, and 2500 for a stock

=
o

corral, o toval init ial investment of $33,500, exelusive of land
which might de roguired. The cstimated cozt of maintaining an
ageney iz 53000 per anmum of whalch amount $2280, would be required
for the zalory of the agent-operztor under the wage agrecment
aanroved by the Fedexal Vage . - The station bDulilding covered
by thc foregoing estimate iz similar %o that now locaved ot Waseo,
Yeing o combined freight and passenger statioe. This witness clal
Thet the necessity for station focilities and 4he csbtablichment of
an agent ls lorgely dependent uwpon the revenwe received from less-
Shon-carload freisat and passongor ticket cales, and that the
revemue received ot Pond Station does not yet warrant the esvabilsh-
neat of the dezired focilities. Trom & cStatement filed a5 an

the followinz data covering a twelve moxnths perlod has been

.,
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DPascencer Revenue $1884.70C
Tess-than-corioad Freight
necelved Local - 1685.78
Interline - 153%.28
Foxwarded
Zocal - 330.14

Interline - 78.16 2247.56

tal Passenrer and less-than-
Trelsht Revenue $4132.06

Car Lozd TFreizht
Received
Local
terline
Torwarded
Local

Interline 697,530

Total Revenue $8829.56
we hove cliven fwll consideration to the evidence oxd

orom the record it appecxrs that 1L an

ond the expense of conducting the agency had approx-
imatel the estimate of 53000 per axwmum, the percenmtage of Tevonue frox
passencer ond less-than-carlond freiczht required for cgency eéXxpense
would have been . T2.60 per cent, ond the percentage of the total
revenue required for ageacy expense would havé been 35.98 per cent.
The expense of maintaining the agency if esuabliched  is
not Justificd by the revenue available from oall trafflc now offering.
In view of %“hc limited volume of traffic now ofrering

ot Pond we conclude anéd heredby find as a fact that the capital in-

6'




estimated ot $33,500 iz not Justiflied, nor does the business

vhe operation of an cgency station. Ve
the compleint shounld be dismiszed

vegonent

o b,

offering ot this time Justily
exe, therefore, of the opinlon tha

without prejudice.

QXD Z R.

L public heoring hoving been neld on the above entitlled

comploint, the matter havings beern duly submitted, the Commiscion belng
fully adviced and vacing its order on the concluslion and finding of
further
foet oo appecring in the opinjon walch precedes this order,end it/appear-
ing that considerable time has elapsed ince the fLiling of the petition,
IT IS EERIEBY ORDERED that this complaint bde and the

iz dismisscd without predudice.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this

ofduxe, 1927.
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