Decision Fos / £ L% F.

BEFMQRE THE RAIZR0AD COMMISSICN OF THE STATS OF CALIFORIIA

In the Matter of *he Applicetion of
SAKLA R0S4, DETALUNA, SAUSALITO AUTO
TAGE COURANY, ¢ corporstion, for o
cerox*ic ete of public convenience and
necessity to operste passenger suto

Stage Servies vetwesn Novelo, Merin County,
and Xapzs, Napoa County, and Intermodiste
pointse.
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Devlin & Brookmen, oy Dousl&s Srookmen, for applicent.

Zenry C. Goaford =nd Chas. A. Seck, for San Francisco,
sapa & Calistogza Railway, Protoutant. ,

Chas. ae. Zock, for L. Hansen, and for L. Dunh_m
Drop*ieuor Dunh»m Stage Lines, Protestants.

Se Ze Jornson, Zfor Southern Pacific Company,lrotestant.

Lo Walter Allen, for San afasl Svege Co.,Protestant.

Har¢ A Bagby. fo“ California Transit Compvany,

C. T. Zateh, Zor Monticello Steamship Compeny,Protestant.

C. . Smith, for Northwestera Pacific Railroad Company,

Lrotestant,

BY TEE COMEISSION -
OPIKION

-

Santa Rosa, Petalums, Sausalito Aute Stage Compeny, 3 corpor=-
ation, nas petitioned the Reilrosd Commission for an oxder de -
claring taet vublic convenlence and necessity require the oper -
ction oy it of an automodile stage line as & common c#rrier of
pagsengers between Xovato, Yarin County,-and Jepu, Nape Coumnty,
and intermediste points, nxd to conduct and operate said passen -
ger auntomobile stoge servico o5 en exvension of spplicant's
vresently authorized stage scrv;ce between Scusalito and Calistosa
and intermedizte points.

Rublic hearings on this application were conducted by Zxaminer
Zondford at Nape ond Petaluma, vhe metter was duly submitted and
is now rosdy Ior decisioxn.

Applicant proposes to charée rates in aqeordance with &
schodule mariked "Azmended Exhibit A" sz filed herein; to operate |
on & schedule of three round trip° aa:ly. serving ag intermediete

voints the communities ot 2lack 2oint, Schellville and Comerons;




and wsing as equipment modern auto stage coachas with geating
cepacity of twenty t0 twenty~-four PLSSENgers. '

Aoplicant relies as Justificetion for the gronting of the
desired certificate upon the following clleged facts: (1) that
there s 1o existing common carrier service hetween No%aéo,
Morin County, end Naps, Nepa Cownty ; that the poprlation of
Yepe is approximetely 6000 persons and that of Novato approxi=~
metely 1000 versons; thet the proposed service will, in conmection
with the present authorized lines of applicant, afford a8 60X -
poeditious scrvice as is now given by any asteblished sexrvice be=-
twoen Senta Roso and Naps, theredy affording residents of Sants,
Rose and vicinity more freguent service between dea. Valléjo end
Sseramento Valley points; thet the time coxnsumed in traveling bé-
swoon Cobeti sad Nops will be reduced at least ono-helf hour,
vetweon Petelums ond Naps &t least one hour, beiween Novato and
vicinity and Nape epproximately one and one~half hours, between
Sen 2afael, San Anselmo, Larkspur, Corte lieders, Sausalito azd -
numerons small towns end communities in Morin Comwnty and Nape by
ot least two nours; that a substantial saving in fLare will be
evailable o the public traveling betweon Sonoma, iarin ond
Nopa County pointe to Neps; end that. there is no other common
carrier operating o direct service between Novato and Napa County,
excepting the service of the San Rafael~-Sonoma Valley Auto Stage
Line opersting between Ignacio and Sonome. | |

e Wo Zo Curtis, Secrotary end Gonersl lMansgor of apvlicant
corporatidn, testified rogarding the vresent service operated by
his company between Scusalito ond Calistoge end regerding the
investigetion mede by his company oX the proposei‘extension of
line during o six months weriod.

re S. G. Lisher, o Zurniture dealer of Nepa; Lr. C.B.Bufler

of Nape; ir. intone Deborba, opersting an ice cream verlor &t

fovaso: Mr. D. J. Schwartz, o dry goods merchant at Nape;
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Xre ¥. L. Tainter, oporating o taxi service at Novato; Mr. W.h.

Vreelana. one of the proprietors of the Comner Hotel at Napd;
r. Jas. Lewis, residing at Novatlo; Lre C. Christensen, vastor
of 2 chureh et Novato; Ir. Z. R. ifc Donald, o builder at Fovato;
and by stipulation six othor witnesses residing at Xovato, testi-
fiod in behalf of the asvplication. These witnesses testifie& as
%0 & necossity for sorvice between Novato and Nepe; that reguests
end ingairies hed beon mode for such service; and that if the
line were to be authorized they would petronize it, some vreferring
vhe stage service as against the use of Their owm automobiles.

Yre. . 2. Poddock, omployed asg ticket agent for applicant
2% Peteluma, testified he received from 6 to 8 ingquiries daily
or Yope and points beyond, to end inmeluding Secramento; that he
2ed heard complaints regerding existing service by reason of tho
cirénitous route and rates; and vhat during the swmmer months the
daily inguiries increased to 9 or 1l. Mrs. F. 3. Paddock, also
em@loyed as 8 ticke: sgent for applicont at éeté;nma, testified
regarding inguiries received for Iupa &8 beiﬁg from é to 8 deily
duwring the winter monthe, and from 10 to 12 deily during the
SUEMEY «

Lr. . He Mitchell, employed by anplicant as agent and
Eispetcher ot Scusclito, testified he received syproximetoely 7
t0 8 inquiries doily for stoge service to INope and Sacromento
Velloey points.

re Z. Coletti, = real estate agent ot San Zefael, testified
that his office received 5 or 6 inguiries deily during the winter
monthg, and from 15 to 20 inguiries deily duxring the summer for
stage transportetion vo Iepa ond ypoints beyond, which inguiries
he hed referred to the San Rafoel-3 onome Stzge linc.

2r. Shields, in the plumbing ard cheet motal business at
an Refeel; Mr. 4rthur S. Newdurgh, ecting editor of the Ratalums

Argus; x. Z. Re Compbell, in the printing buciness at Eetaluma,'”‘

ang Lr. A. W. Agnew, o merchant ot Petsluma,
[testified in behalf of zpplicant and endorsed the proposed sexvices
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ix. Zugene Z. Blowers, operating ¢ taxi service at Petaluma,

testificd as to inguiries boing received for transpoitafiob to
Xepa, cve égins 4 or 5 por woek, such inquiriés baving been re=
forred to the Petalumc-Sonome Stage iine, unless cared for by
the witness at his resuldr rato of 25 conts per mile;

The provosed service is ondorsed by the Board of SRPErvisors
of lLerin County, by I1ts duly addpted resolution under date
Werech 2, 1926; oy the Noveto Chamber of Commerce; by the Chembex
02 COmmeree of Nape; and by o petition signed by 727.residents
of Keps, Yountville, Naps Junction, Peteluma, San Rafsel, San
Anselmo, Ierkspur, Sawsalito, Xentfield, Fairfax end Hovatos

Tae grenting of the applicaﬁion is proﬁested by San Francisco;

~

Napa & Calistoga Reilwey, Southern Pacific Company, A ﬁanaen,

A. Dunhom, San Jafacl-Sonomn Valley Auto Stoge Line;'Mbﬁticello
Steamshin Compeny end Northwestern Decific Reilrosd Company.

ir. C. 2. Brown, Vice President and Genersl lieneger of pro =-
tostant San Francisco, Nopa & Calistogs Railﬁay, testified that
e establisﬁment of +he sorvice propvosed would divert passenger
revenue from his compeny now received on through dusiness between
Nepo ond San Franciseo and now moving vic his railroad line to
Vallejo and tﬁence vio the steamors of the lLonticello Steamship
Compary %o San Franeisco. Zxhibits were introduced by this
witness showins”the financial condition of his compaxny, the
rates and schedules ovellable foxr its potrons, the seasting capacs

+y and accommodatlions avalluble, and the rapidly decressing

passenger revenune during representative poriods. Witness 1is
of the opinion thet the guthorization of sBorvice as nerein pro -
posed will have a tendency to further decresse the revenue of his
COmpeny . |

Ir. R. Roy meveria, proprietor of Myrtledele EHot Springs, &
resort near Caiiatoga, testified that his resort had sccommodations
for 180 guests; axnd that during the season of 1925 more than 6000

veople were cored for. Guests formerly reached hls resoxt by




train, 8% perceni zo arrifing.‘but at the presont time approxi;
mately an equivalent percentage came to his resort in vrivately
owned'automobiles. Witness wos of the opinion that sn sdeguate
train service wes aveileble in the XNepa Velley and for such reason
the proposed scrvice of applicant was unnecossaxry.

Lr. Welter Metzner, a2 druggist of St. Helens, testified
regarding the sefvico Sf the Sen Franciséo, Napa & Celistoga
o ilway, he aaving noticed trains"passing ais store in St.delensa
with light potronage. Dho testimony of Lr. Raul Alexender,
Ceshier of First Nationol Bamk of St. Helena, was practically the
same o3 thet of the previous witness. '

Ir. J. 2. Beard, regiding at Naope and appearing as 2 witnesé
for protestant Sen Franciéco, Neve & Calistoss Railway; tegtified
2s to kis belief that the existing transportation faéilities
afforded Napa were adeguato.

re Ze Do Wiliiamson. roesiding ot Napa, and o promofion
official 0L tke Napa Cbunty Jarm 3uresu, testifiéd &8 %o his
observance of the transportafion facilities afforded XNepa,and
nis conclusion that any competition whick would impeir the reve
enucs of the San Trancisco, Naope & Calistogs Reilway would be
detrimentel 6 the best imtercsts of the Nape Valleye

re Ae Zo Smithn, in the insurance business at Nave, testi-
£ied thet he knew of no need for any additional transportation
Lacilities Lrom XNaupa to axny point, and had heard no sdbstanmial
compleint ageinst existing Traonsyortation facilities. DIy stipu-
lation it was agreed thot the testimony of this ﬁitness wonid be
thet of We G. Thompson, in the real estate and insurance businesé;
iLr. Lee'BOggs, real estate; lr. Eenxry 2rown, bank official; ir.
Elmcf Biékford, bank vresident; and Mr. Fred W. Williams,
President of Califcrnis Glove Company; ell recidents of Napa.

Ir. E. X. Springor, traveling freight ond pessenger agent

of protestant‘Southern Recific Company, presented exhibits show- - |

ing pessonger fores and schedules aveilable between San Franmcisco,

-5




Schellville and Fapa, ©iso the service thet had been aveilable _
during the period from 1906 %o 1925, inclusive.

Xre Co e JOhnson, omployed as accountant for the Dunham
tage Lines, stated that service was opersted dy such lines be-
tween Nops end Santa Rosa on o basis of four round trips daily;
that the eguipment was not used to cepecity, being patronized %o
sbout 25 to 30 percemt of its seating capacity; that the sppli-
cant now used the same station fecilitles in Santa Rose s those
of protestent; end thet the rates proposed by spplicsnt were the-
same &g those oL the Dunham linecs. ‘ )

Mr. A. Dunhem, proprietor of Dunham's Stage Lines, testi-
fied as to his operestions betwsen Santa Rosa and K&pa for approxi-
metely twelve years; thai in his opinion there was no need Zor
the establishment of a stoge line between Napa and Noveto; that
the establishment of the provosed service would curtail the reve
enne of witness by dividing She existing traffic. Witness.

receives 5 or 6 passengers per woek from the Sonoms Stoge Line

who are destined to Japa, but delivers & lesser number to such

line who kave originated at Nana.

. Volente, residing at Sonoma, and oporatj.zgg stagoes bo-
tweon Sononmz, Caliente and San 2afeel, testified his line handled
ghout 8 passengers per month who were destined to Ilepa; that his
lino was well cdvertised in San Jafael; that two round trips
daily connected ot Sonome with the Dunham line, theroby enabling
vessengers 50 go o exd from Nepo. |

re 4. Hansen, overating a stage line betwoen Petelumn and
Soxrome, wnder the guthority of a certificate of the Reilroad Com-
mission, testified thet he ovmed three cars With an aggregate
seating capacity of 27 pescengors; that one car was now sufficient
0 care for the comands of traffic; and that dbut 8 miles of his
route is. over paved roads although the romaining vortion, which
ig o 4dirt roed, ia in gool operative condition. This witness, who
exchanges passengers with the Dunhem lines ot Sonoma, fears that
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an exhibit chowing i%e trulin service hetweon Saugalito and

Tinoburg and the connectlons avaeilable ot Tineburg with tke

Dunhem Stege lines opersiing vetween Tinobury ond NoDSe

| "wom the record herein we cre of the opinion end hereby
foc® that no showing has boen made VY applicant

it will, suereilore,
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Jussifying the granting oL swae aynlicatlo
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Zublic heocrings hoving beex neid on the avove catitled
-

0 mosbter hovisg becn duly submitted for decision,

neine now fully sdvisod and hasine its order oz
(] e

foet og cpoearing in tho opinlon walch vrocodes
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