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B~O?.E TB ?AILROlD COI,:MISSION 0::' TEE STATE OF CALIPOENIA. 

) 
~. J. ~~STOR, ) 

) 
Complainant, ) 

) 
vs. ) 

) 
SA!..~...L 5. GERSON and. ...u.BERT E. ) 
EAERIS, individually and as co- ) 
partners doing business as ) Case No. 2293. 
W....sTCO CHI?J?EW,i pum CO., ~d ) 
SAl..rtJ'EL S. GERSON, doing busi- ) 
ness'as the GERSON WATER COM- ) 
'2A.."fi, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

-------------------------) 
c. AOY Smith, for Complainant. 

?hil Jacobson, tor Detendants. 

BY TEE CO~ISSION: 
o ? I N ION -------

T.J. Nestor, complainant in the above entitled case, 

is the original owner and suedi V1der of Tracts No. 0027 and No. 714S, 

in Los Angeles County, whicll are supplied wi tb. water by Samuel 

B:. Gerson, doing b-.lsinGss 'Wlder 'the fie t1 tio'lls firm naI:e and style 

of Gerson Water Company, and in his canplaint alleges in effect 

that he is a consumer of this utility; that defendants have failed 

to pay tAe Southern Californis Edison Comp&ny for power furnished, 

resulting in the shutting off of the power and leaving the reSidents 

of said tracts without water until complainant himself ,paid the 

bill and induced the power co~pany to resume service; that de-

l'e:c.de.nts now refuse to reimburse complainant for the money so :paid 

to the :power company; that defendants do not maintain an office on 
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or near the tracts served, :laking it practically impos£~1ble to 

obtain service connecti ons :for :nany weeks after a.pplies,tion therefor 

has been made; and that the system is neglected to sneh an extent 

that serious leaks have been allowed to run for months 'before 

repairs have been made. Complainant therefore requests the Com-

mission to order defendant to make the necessary 1mprovements to 

his system and operating methods to relieve the conditions com-

plained of. 

Detendants mnde no answer to tee complaint • 

.A. pu'blic hearing in this. r.:J.a. tter wa.s held before Examiner 

WilliamS at Los Angeles, after all inter&stea parties had been 

duly not1~1od nn~ given aD opport~1ty to appear and be heard. 
Prom the evidence it &ppears tba~ this utility is owned 

and opereted by S~uel R. Gerson and is not in any manner wbatso-
ever a part ot the propert1es or business of Westoo Ch1ppewa Pump 

Company, a copartnership composed of said SAmuel E. Gerson and 

Albert E. Sa.rris. ";'8 to said Ea.rrie and the pump company theretGl'e. 

this complaint may-be dismissed. 

Defendant Gerson admitted that the allegations set out 

in the complaint were true and explained that his failure to 
properly me.ints,in and. opero.te bis \",'.tI.ter system waS the res'tll t of 

reoent severe finsncial reverses wb1cb he .bas sufferod and which 

have resulted in legal attachment against allot his property, 

mak.ing it impossi.blo for him e1 tber to dispose of his utility 

interests or obtain the funds necessary to carr1 on the bUSiness, 

the revenues from which are not sufficient to properly cover the 

opera ting costs. 
~rom the testimony it appears that arrangements have now 

been made to cover tho necessary repairs and continue the operation 

of the system until such tj,me as t.be legal disabi11 ties have been 

removed ~e~itt1ng defendant to ~ssume full control over his 
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:properties. 

On December 1. 1926, the Commission upon its own motion 

instituted an investigation into tbe affairs of the defendant in 

so tar as they related to bis public utility operations. 

In view of the unfortun~te and unusual ciraumstances 

involving defendant, there is little that can be done at ~is 

ti~e. The most serious causes of compl~1nt having now been 

recedied as f~ as present conditions Will permit, it appears 

therefore tb.s.t this ca.se may be dismissed. The matter of the 

investigation on the Commission's own motion, however, will be 

retained in its present status until such time as the entire 

ms.tter :n~ 'b,o satisfactorily d.isposed of. However, 1n the mean-

time, defendant shoUld t~e 1~ed1ate steps to apPOint someone 

living at a point readily accossible to the tracts served, who 

a8n receive payments for water bills, accept and ~e care of 

applications for new service connections and who oan reaoive 

complaints and take charge of e:nergency repairs and other such 

kindred matters. 

o R D E R ..... ----
T.J. ~e3tor having made complaint against Samuel E. Ger~ 

son, doing ousiness under tbe fictitious firm name and style of 

Gerson Wa.ter Company, s. puolic hearing lw,ving been held, the 

matter having boell submitted and the Cocmission being now ~ully 

adVised thereon, 
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the above entitledprooeed1ng 

be ~nd it is hereby dismissed. 
:Da ted at San PrWlc1sco, 

~ .1927. 
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