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33F0RZ THE RAILRQAD COLMIQSIOh OF THE STATE OF CALIFORXNIA

In the Yatter of the Application of )

. TEE WESTSRN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY )
to operate a spur track along Gilbext ) Application No.l368l
Straet in the City of San Francisco, )
with impaired clearance. )

<

Jas. S. Moore, Jr., for Applicant,

Tarry See, State Legislative Representative. Brotherhood
Railroad Trainmen, Proteatant,

G. o Irvine, State Legislative Ropresentative,
Brotherhood of Locomotive Fireman and Enginemen,
Protestant. :

BY THE COMMISSION -
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The Vestern Pacific Rweilroad Company, a corvoration, has
potitioned the Railrocad Commission for an oxder authorizing said
petitioner to conduct operation over a certain spur track located

. on the easterly side of Gilbert Straet, between Eryant and
Braxnan Streets, in the City and County of San.Francisco; certain

structures adjacent to saidgpur track constituting an lmpairment

of the standard clearance aé prescribed by this Commission in its

General Ordaers Nos.26-a and 26«-c.

A publie hearing om this application was conducted by
Examiner TJandford at San francisco, the matter was duly submitted
and is now ready for deciéion.

Applicant alleges, as Justification for the granting of the
application, that the spur track herein proposed to be operated
with impaired clearance i3 located upon and along the eastgrly
side of Gilbert Street, between Sryant and Brannen Streets, in
the City and County of San Prancisep; thst éaid track was
constructed in accordence with the suthority granted Dby Ordinanée <
J0.6862, New Sories, of the Board of Supervisors of the City and

County of San Francisco; that certain structures located on the

easteorly side of said Gilbert Street impeir the horizontal and




vortiocal clearances as prescribed by the Commission'’s General
Orders Nos.26~a and 26-¢; that the location of the épur track
on 8aid Gilbert Street is as vrescribed in the permit granted by

ordinance of the City and County of San Francisco and cannot reason-

ably be changed; and that the existing impaired clearance can |

reasonably be expected to de removed within a comparatively short
time in that the property upon which the structures presenting
impaired clearance is changing from & residentisl to an industrial
charadter and the traffic now operated over the spur track is
relatively light. Applicant further alleges, that in its opinionm,
the track can be safely operated by requiring its trainmen to work
on the side of cars opposite the impaired clearances and by
cautioning train and enginemen of the existence of said impaired
¢clearances by dulletin.

. P. Poterson, sssistant engineer for applicant, testified
that the gpur track on Gilbexrt Street was a girder rail counstruction
in & paved street, the track being located 10 feet fLrom the
property. line as authorized by the city ordinance; that impaired
clearance existed by reason of bay windows projfecting from the
second story of buildings located at FKo.67 ard 69 Gilbert Street
and from the Bilbert Street side of the building located at
No.879 Bryahi Street, the minimum distance of these obstructions
from the centor of the track being 7.l, 7.2 and 6.3 feet at heights
of 9.1, 8.62 and 12.31 feet above the top of rail; that the spur
track was constructed as a part of an installation of industrial
track facilities to sexve & proposed industrial district, the
track having Yeen finally completed during the present year; that
the cost of constructing the track from the switch point in the
Brannan Street lead to its terminus at the south line of Bryant
Street was $13,500; and that no caxrs have been placed on fhe track
for induatriea nor are there industries now located adjacent to

-2-




the track which require soxrvice, Witness was of the opinion that
the track could be safely opersted by the issuance of bulletins

to train and engine crews directing their attention to the impaired
clearences and requiring trainmen to work on the street side of the
t;ack.

N. A. Wood, assistant engineer in the Commission's Tramspor-
tation Division, testified regarding measurements takeﬁ of the
impaired.clearances, the most serious encroachment on the standard
cleaxance being bay windows which at a height of 9 feet, 8 inches
above the top of rail were but 6 feet, 6 inches from the center
line of track.

The Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen and the 3rotherhood of

Tocomotive Firemen and Enginemen protest the grantiﬁg of the appli-

c85100 &nd vhrough their reuresantatives woised their shisetion ko

the nozardous condition and the caring for same by bulletin order.

The ctandard clearances presoribed by the Commission in 1t%a

Genersl Order No.26-c, as approved March 28, 1927, and effective

April 1, 1927, provides under Section 2, subdivision (a), Item 1,

as follows:

"411 stractures, ¥ minimum side clearance from
.center line of track, 8 feet, &6 inches,"

and under Section 2, subdivision (e) as follows:
"Winimum clearances suthorized in this section are

.applicable only to tracks on which freight cars

raving 8 zaximum overall widih not greater than

cen (10) feet, eight (8) inches are transported.

On tracks over which freight cars of greater width

are transporsed or proposed to be transported,

guch minimum side clearances shall be increased

not less than one-half of suck additiopal width.”

From the record and exhibits hexein, it appesrs %h&t the
minimumuside elearsnce is but 6 feet, 6 inches from the center line
of track or 2 feet less than the standard clearance for freight
cars of a width of 10 feet, 8 inches, and that such clearance
presents an unwarrented hazard of accident to train and enginemen

operating over this gpur track.




We ore of the opirnion and hereby Lind as a fact that the
cperation of the spur track of applicant om Gilbert Street, be-
tween 3Irannan and 3ryazt Streets in the City and County of San
Francisco presents an wareasozable hazard of accident by reason of

autoorized impaired clearances znd that said track should not be
used for the operation oL engimes or cers uniil standard cleow-
snce will have deen established in accordance with the following

order.

« public hecring having been held on the above entitled
application, the matier having been duly submitted, the Gomnission
being now fully advised und basing Llts order on tae finding of fact
&g &Gppearing in the opinlion wnich precedes this ordex,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the application of The Wesitern

2ailxead Company to operate & spur irack alozg Gilvext
in the City of San Francisco, with impoired clearance, be
is hereby denied.

IT IS EZREZY FURDHER ORDERED that cpplicant, The Western
Pacilic Railroad Company, o corpoiatién, be and thae sume heredby is
directed vo. cease all dperation of engines, cars or trains over the
spur track kmowa as the Gilbert Street spur, located oxn said Gilbert
Street between Eryant and Bramaon Streets iz the City and County of
Sixn Francisco, and not to resume such operation uwntil all side clezr—

ances ox the eusterly side of said Gilbert Street spur will have been

corrected to conform tv the standards prescrided in this Commission's

Gezexcl Order No. 286~C, as effeobtive Lpril lst, 1927.
The Commission reserves the right to make such other und

Lurteer oxlers in this proceeding as to it may appear Just ané




rOper, OXF aS may De necessary to eliminate hazard of accident
ond insure safety of operation on sald Gilbexrt Sireet cpur.

Duted at San Franclcco, Califoraisa, this stohg

' , 1927.
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Conmissioners.




