Decision No.

BEIORE TEE RAILROAD COLILISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)
In the Matter of the Application )
of the City of Pasadena for the }
establishment of a grade crossing ) Application No. 1323S.
over the tracks of The ALtchison, )
Topeka & Sante Te Railway Company.)

)

Roscoe R. Hess and F. G. Stoehr, '} |
for Applicant. ,?
ol 5727
M. W. Reed, for The Atchison, Topeka @

and San%a Fe Rudlway Company,
Drotestant.

John R. Berryman, Jr., for Los Angeles

County Grade Crogsing Committee,
Protestant.

3Y TEE COMMISSION:

In the above entitled a?plication, tke City of Pasadena
seeks an order ILixing the terms for the establishment of a grade
orossing at Pico Street and the railway tracks of The Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company, in the said City of Pasadena,

Although the application does not regquest authority to
gonsiruct a crossing, vestinony regarding the public necessity for
said orossing was adnitted at the public hearing held bYefore Ex-
aniner Williams at Pasadena ox Jaguary 28th, 1927, and tais Com-
nission's order will be coxcerned with the public conveniensce and
necessity involved in this application.

The erossing applied for is located in the industrial
area of Pasadena, south of the Santa Fe Station.

The railroad involved is the mair line of The Atchison,




Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company to the east, there being, at
the orossing proposed, a single main traock with two spur tracks,

one on each side of the main %track. The line is lald out in &

nortaerly and southerly direction oxn a grade of 2.14% asocending

portherly. There are between 14 and 20 passenger trains and an
equal number of freights operated at speeds of from 20 yo 25 miles
per hour over the crossing daily. In addivion, there are 7 or

8 switching movements per day. Evidence introduced by the Los

Angeles County Grade Crossing Committee shows that auring a
one-hour check eight switching operations ocscurred in such a man-
ner as to blook Plico Street.

In the vicinity of the proposed crossing the sireets
are laid out north and s&uth and east and west. Pico Street,
lying east and west, is duh three bloocks long, is 60 feet wide
between property lines east of the railroad and 50 feet wide west
thereof. Raynond Avenue and Broadway are two wide well paved
highways laid out to the west and east, respectively, of the Santa
Fe, being parallel and cdistant approximately 200 feet from it.

The next crossing to the norta of Pico Street is cale
ifornia Street, an important east an@ west traffic artery. The
distance between Californis Sireet and Pico Street is 350 feet.
Ritzman Street is the next orossing to the south, distant 650 feet,
and is a noderately traveled east and west street.

The views at the proposed orossing are badly obstrusted.
At three of the corners buildings have been ereoted close to the
property lines of both the railroad right-of—way, which is only 30
feet wide at this point, and the narrow street. At the fourth cor-
rer is a storage yard wiaioch will possibly contain such material from
time to time as will obstruct the view of trains.

Applicant contends that convenient acoess to other por-

tions of the City does not exist for property fronting on Pico

otreet between Raymond AVENUS ank BrOAdmay.




Witnesses for appliocant testified that the orossing
was necessary ir order to facilitate traffic flow and to serve
three industries located on Pico Street between Raynond Avenue
and 3roadway. They admitted on oross-examination that Pieo
Street was not a through street nor was it contemplated as such
and that the industries already had access to their property. It
was urged, however, that the corossing would be a convenience in
that trucks from the industries east of the traocks, for example,
could be routed over the proposed orossing on Plcc to Raymond,
thence to the desiréd destination, rather than by traveling east
T0 3roadway and ther west on California Stree; or Ritzman Street.

Protestant, The Atchison, Topeks and Santa Fe Railway
Company, introduced, as exhibits, a map ard four photographs
showing conditions surrounding thé‘orossipg at present. Witness
testified that after careful survey, the conolusion was reached
that the public hazard created by the opening of the orossing nore
than offset the necessity for the orossing. Witness for the Los

angeles Cownty Grade Crossing Committee presented similar evidence

-

on behalf of that dody.

The Commission's Engineer recommended that if the oross-
ing be opened it should be protected by a manually controlled wig-
wag for the major portion of the day, due to the hazard of the
orossing and the peculiar track arrangement.

The evidence in this case has been ocarefully conside~
ered. It is evident that the only benefit to be &erived from the
opering of this crossing will be confined to the several indus-
tries immediately adjacent to the crossing and that this benefit
is in the form of convenlence and not necessity. This benefit
must be weighed against the public hazard oreated by the opening
of a new erossing at grade with inmpaired views. This hazard ex-

ists not along to the truck driver and autoist using the street,

but, as is apparent from our accident records, it exists to the




traizmen and pudlic using the railroad. We can only come to the
conclusion that permigsion for the opening of Pico Street across
the tracks of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company
should be denied.

The City of Pasadena having applied for am order fixing
‘che terns of estadlishment oL a orossing aﬁ grade of Ploo Street
over the tracks of The Atchison, Topeka snd Sante Fe Railway Conm-
pany in said City of Pasadena, a public hearing having been held,
the Commission being apprised of the faots, the matter being under
subnission and ready for decision, therefore

IT IS HEERE3ZY ORDERED that permission and authority for
the coastruction of Plco Street soross the tracks of The Atohison,
Topeke and Santa Fe Railway Company be and they are hereby denied.

The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty (20)
days fron and after the date hereof.

Dated at San Fruneisco, California, this a?cf;Z?/ day

of Avgust, 1927.
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Com ssioners.




