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Decision XNo. i -

SEFORE THE RAIIRCAD COMMISSION CF THE STATE QF CATLIFORNIA.

In %he Jatter of the Application

of City of Long Beach, & municipel
corporation, for the construction

of a crossing, ot grade, over the
“packs 0F the Pacific Zlectric Railway
Company, by & pudlic street, in’'the
¢ity of Tong Beach, County of Los
Angeles, State of California.

Application No. 13561,

3ruce lioson, City Attorney, fo:_Applicant.
. . Cornell, Attorney, for Pacilic IElec-
tric Railwsy Company, Protestunt.

ZY TEE COMMISSION:

0

L

INIQX

Iz thae above entitled application, the City of Tong
Seach ceeks aubthority to comstruct Spring Street at grade 2eross
the tracks of the Pacific Tlectric Railway Company'™s Long Beach
Line; in seid City of Iong Beach, Colifornis. ' )

Lt 2 public neering neld in this matter before Commis-
sioner Zrundige at Long Beach, om Juwe lst, 1927, the matier was
taken under sudbmission.

Tae railroad affected is a douwdle~track line whica runs
in o northwesterly and southeasterly direction. The normal daily
service on tais line approximates 134 pascenger tralns of the
Tong Beach and Newport Beach ILines, =2t speeds uwp to 60 niles per
hour; and 18 Treight trains with moximum speeds of about 35 miles
per nour. The mumber of passengers caxried over tkis line averages
over 10,000 daily. -
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Spring Street rums in an easterly and westerly direc—
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tion and has o length of more thon eight and one-half miles in Los

inzeles County but ivs convinuilty is broken by unopened sections
over the Los Angeles Cownty Flood foxntrol Channel, the Pacific Elec-
tric Raeilwey Company tracks iavolved herein, the Ualon Pacific
tracks and certain private property on Signal EXll. It also extexnds
jnto Orange County. It was stated thot the Los Angeles County Re-
gional Planning Commission favors this sireet as a through route
from Orange County to the harbor. This plon contemplates a sub=-

way 2% the crossing now sought, but such 2 subway cannot reason-

2bly be construeded for at least two or three years as 1 first
will be necessary %o complete a drainage systom Lor this district.
Applicant urges that this crossing is necessary to accommodate
tpaffie %0 ond from an industry located on Spring Streed just west
o Pacific Tlectric tracks and i1t appears that this traffic would
constitute the grester portion of the vehlcular traffic tohat would
use tais erossing in the near future. The record ghows that trafe
fiec to cpd from *his plant amounts to approximately two trucks per
nour during the Loy, {including shinments to and Irom Los Augeles
via Tong Beach Boulevard and to and from Lorg Besack Harbor via
Yacific Avenue, the major pert of the travel, however, being bet~
ween thic plant and Tong Beach Harbor. There 1 an existing cross-
ne epproxizately ome~helf mile te 4ac couth 0L the crossing herein
roposed, waich affords access to the industry for the residential
distriét to *he cast 0f the railroad. For access o Long Beach and
the Herbor, to walch this territoxry west of the railroad nuturally
15 tridutary, the proposed crossing is not involved, as tae more
airect route iz south rother thin cast ccross the railroad. The
testinony shows; nowever, that the streets to the soutz of this dis=

trict are not improved SO 28 1O attract troffic.




Complzint wos mede thut the poor condition of tike nearbdy
, including Pacific Avenue, created 2 scrious hardshly fox
ic to and from the industry mentioned avove. The préposed

crozeing would save adout one and one-guarter (1%) miles of ravel
<cor hzuls between the indusiry and ILos Angeles, ﬁut would not afford
a shorter route Tfor the Harbor hauls. |

The evidence further shows that vhe proposed crossing is
desired to stimulote the development of 2 residential district west

of the tracks and adjacent to Spring Street.

Apylicant suggests toet this crossing be protected by an
1

automatic flagman until o scparation of the grades is ceffected. One
of +ne Commistion’s englnoers testified that by reason of the preseﬁt'
nigh speed %rain operation und potentizl danger to passengers on )
trains, in case there were collisions,with trucks, it was his opinion
+hat the proposed grode c¢rossing, 1f comstructed, should Yo pro-
tected dy imposing o speed restriction of twenty (20} miles pexr

nour over %tke crossing onm all Pacific ZElectric trains opersiing, in
2ddition to the automatlc Lfloagman proposed by applicant.

Pacific Tlectric Railway, protestant, urged that no cros-

sing be authorized at grade ab this noint, on the grouwnd that |
public mecessity at thls time 4id not Justify the exponse, hazard

and interference Lo operation that wowld be incident to suel a

grade crossing vut considered that when Spring Street hos been in-
proved into a tarough east and west nighway artery, it then will

ve a nighway of sufficient importance to Justify o grade separation.
™e Company urged that there are mnow under consideration five proé
posed new or roconstruction of grade zeparations on this line with-
in two miles of ithe one proposed herein, vhe expense of which, un-
lecs spyread over a period of years, will place on undue Linancial

burden on Pacific Zlcetric Railway.




4 appears thot while wndoubtedly there will be some con=
venience 0 the industry mentioned, resuliing from the opening oL
+nis crossing, there 2lso will result = considerab;e nazard oxd in-
convenience to the reilroad and the traveling public using same.

To reduce the speed of troins to 20 miles per hour, as suggested oy
tre Commission's exngineers in %he interest of safety,'would consti-
tute zome delay.to more than 10,000 passengers Wwho use the line

doily. Turthermore, it appears that in spite of the speed restric-
p )

+ion mentioned and %he installation of =zx cutomatic flaogmon, con=
.t

sideradle hazard siill would remain at this crossin i® construct-
»

ed.
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A‘graae separation at tais location would, of course,
remove all the obiectton of hazerd =nd Inconvenlence, resuliing
from the imstallation of a grade crossing. Trom the c¢vidence apd
from the stotements of both parties to tals proceeaiﬁg, it is op-
narent, however, that the installation of & grade separction is
not warrented ot this time and that permission Vo consitruct 2 new
grade crossing must de cliher granted ox deniede | |

?ollowing car eful consideretion of the facts in this
proceeding; 1% is conciuded that the pudblic comvenlence resulting
from %he opening of the proposed crossing would not offset tae
aozerd thus created end the inconvenlence to rail passengers and

+0 %he operction of the line. Tnerefore, it appears that this

application should be denled.
SR2ER

Tae City of Long Becch, having made epplicstion for per-

nission to construct Spring Street ccross tae Iong Beaca ILine of




the Pacific Elecetric Rallway Compony in the City of Tong Beack,

Celiforaic, & public hearing noving been held on this appliceation,
the Commission deing spprised of the facts, the metter being under
submiscion ond ready for decision, therefore

IT IS HERE3Y CRDEZEED that this application be and the
ame 1S hereby denled. ‘

The effective date of this order saull be twenty (26)
days Ifron a;d ofter the dote nereof. |

ated at San Franecisco, Celifornicz, thls 4@5&%22' day

of HwgbuadT, 1927,
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v Copmissioners.




