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Decision Noe L 8T8

BEFCORE THZ RAIZRCAYD CQMQIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCRNIX

In the Metter of the Apvlicabtion of
Tre City of Riverside for axn order .
oL tae Railroad Commission regquiring
The &Ltchisor, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail~
way Coxpany to. construct a viaduwet
over Central Avenue, In said City,
for passage of sald Compeny's itrains.

Application Noe 12706.

L e A et Tl S Y W) N

Georze e Frenen, for City of Riversidee.

Me WeReed and Ieo Z. Sievert, for The
tcaiscen, Topeks & Santa Fe Railwey
Company. .

CARR, COIZLISSIONER:

SE2INIQX

Tzig is an application by the City of Riverside for
an order meouiring o separation of @ades where Central
Averie, In the City of Riverside, crosses the tracks of The
Atchison, Topekz and Santa Pe Railway Compony.

A pWdlic hearing wes 2eld in this mstter ot Riverside
on August Jlst, 1927, at which time evidence wez Introduced and
thae matter toaken under sgbmission.

Central Avenue Iis an east and west nighway in the City
oZ Riverside. In thc vicinlty of the propozed crossing it is
TILSy feet La width. The drivewsy, for e width of eighteen feet
i{s Improved wiih oIl maczdam. It zppears that tals high.way, in

e vicinity of the nroposed selﬁa.rs.tion. carries only a moderate

emownt of vehiedlar treffic. Although the plans of the Blanning
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Commission o Riverside contemplate making this highway an
important traffic artery, there is nothing in the record to show
that 1t will become so in the near future. IV would appear,
from 1%s location, that its Tuture 1mportanoé would be cone
Tined largely to the distridution of traffic and as a connec-
tion between Magnolia Avenue and Victoria Avemue. A consideradle
rortion of the traffic now using this highway is thﬁt going to
and from a cemetexry loocated east of the railroad and south of
Contrél Averue. .
. ~ The railroad involved is the Santa Fe's line to the
East via Corona. It is & single track line in this vioinity,
The present normal traffic over this ocrossing oonsists of six
passenger, four regular Ireight, and four nxtra freight trains
rer day. The grade orossing is now protected by an automatiec
Zlagman. The track in the vicinity of Central Avenue is on
& £111 with grades of approach of about five per cent to the
west and three per cent to the east. The railroald orosses
Central Avenue at an angle of about rofty degrees,

 About 1908, when the company was reconstructing its
tracks through Riverside, the question came up between the
company and the City as to the charaocter of orossing which
should be had at this point. There were negotiations between
the two, with the result thet it was agreed that the Santa Fe
should do certain grading on Cemtral Avemue and that this should
ve considered as a permanent settlement between the Company and
the City respecting this particular orossing. This agreement
formally was approved by the City Couneil of Riverside and the

Company ocarried out its égreament in respect to grading. It

appears that no accidents have oaourred at this orossing.




The record shows that there has been some increase
in ‘crarﬁ.c' on Central Avenue since 1908, and some decrease Iin
traln moven;ents. On the whole there seems to have beem no
material change in traffic canditionzs which wouid. Justify
disturhing the arrangement mode by the interested perties in .
1908 by now requiriag the railroad company te coxry out any
Plan iavolving 2 considerable expenditure such as would be

incident Lo o separstion of grades. The only evidence &s

to cost wes presented by the compa.ny.' Its estimete was

865, 250.00. |

& canal of the Riverside Water Company lies
immedictely west of the railroad r:‘.eihj: of way to the south
of Central Avemue snd crosses this highwey at a point zbous
100 feet west of the tracke Under the plans for the grale
separation prepared by the City Engineer, it is contemplated
that the roadway will pass over this canale This would re-
sult In 2 bad grade condition which couwld be avoided by
convcying the water uader the highway in z siphoxn.

Ihe atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company
appeared end opposecd the greating of this application, on
the ground that public convenience and necessity A14 not
Justify the expenditure Incilent to the construetion of the
proyosed uwndergrade crossing.

It appears from the evidence that a separation of
rades wouid. ve of cousiderable benefit to properiy owners
along Central Avenue. With the normel growth of the City,
ranch property at tais point is approaching the subdivision
stage.. Grade conditlions are such that suddivision is not
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partioularly desirable unless a separation of grades is
had. It is not clear whether the City of Riverside iz disg~
posed to bear any part of the cost of separation out of its
goneral funds and no plan seems to have been worked out for
handling the cost of any such improvement by special
aasegsment.

Representatives of the City of Riverside, when
their attention was ocalled to the agreement approved by the
Counecil in 1908, suggested that the Commission pass upon
the guestion as to whether or not there should be a grade
separation at this location and it it was of the opimion
that thers should bs, to leave the guestion of apportiomment
of cost open so that the oity offioclals Joﬁld confer with the
railroad company respecting the apportiozment of the same.

On the evidence presented, it appears that it would
be a better plam of procedure to deny this application without
prejudice to a ruture application by the City of Riverside
for permission to construct an undergrade crossing at this

point.
Therefore, the rfollowing form of order is racom-

mended:

The City of Riverside, having applied for aun oxder

requiring The Atchison, Topeks and Santa Fe Railway Compeny to
construct & viaduot over Central Avenue, in gaid City, for
passege of said Company's trains, & publioc hearing having
been held, the matter having been duly submitied, the Commis-
sion being now fully advised and basing its order on the




findings of faot as appearing in the opinion which preceldes
" this oraer, therefore

IT IS HEREBY ORDERE'D that this application he and
the same hereby :Ls denied without prejnd.ioe.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredby approvoa
and ordered filed as the Opinion and Oxrler of the Railroad
Commisgsion of the State of Californisz.

Dated at San Fra.ncisco caliromia, this jg’,__m
of%lez'z. ‘ m
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