Decision XNo. /?43/

TPORT THEE RAILROAD COAIISSICN OF

Tn the latter of the Applilcation of

TEE 20ARD OF SUPEZRVISORS OF [:E COUNTY

OF SANTAL CLARA Tor permission o con =
struct Bloomfield Avenue, a public highway,
asross the rights of way snd tracks or the
Southern Pacilfie Company. :

Appiication
No 13587
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John R. Fltzgerald for Applicant.
Zenry W. Eobbsz, Tor Southern Pacific Company.

3¥ THT COLNMISSION -

o » I N I 0 X

The Doord of Supervisors of the County of Sante Clare ias
petitioned the Railroad Commission for an order authorizing tae
construction of two crossings at grade over itracks of Southern
DPacific Company ir the vicinity of Gilroy, one being ower the
main line track near a station xnowa as Nema and the other over

Branch at a point about one mile south of its

~

ith the main line at Carnadero.
nearing on *this application was conducted by
Sxamine arford ot Gilroy on Jugust 11, 1937, at which time the
master was duly submitied for declsion.

Southward from Gilroy, the State Highway (onterey Road).
~ollows ir a generaul way the wain line track of the 3outherl
Socific Company, althouzk at placesit is a half mile or more 1O
west of the railroad. At @ point come two miles south of
Gilroy, & road leading to Xollister leaves the maln bighway and

southeasverly along the bank of Carnadero Creek crossing thae

]
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line “rack 2nd a mile Tarther om crosses the Zollister Zranch.
whlc sousaward o the county line the Hollister Road is
sne Hollisher branch. At a point abous
500 foet south of its Tirst crocsing With tze Zollister branch tie
road azain crosses back to the westerly slde of the track, on

acoouns of & bend in +he channel of Carnadero Creek which puts the




the east bank of the creek so close to the track that there is
not enough space for a alghway.

4 road kaown as Bloomfield Avenue, walch serves the farming
corrunity to the northeast of the Zbllister Branch,venters the
Gilroy=-E4llister road from the east between the two crossings
referred to. At present the Zollister Road is the westerly
terminus of 2loomTizld .wvenue dutv it iz proposed to extend iV wester-
ly acrocs thé Hollister Branch through a recently developed sub-
diviston lying between thae Hollister Sranch and the mein linme to
a connection with the lonterey Road about one mile scuth of the
present Junction of the Hollister Rocd with the Monterey Road. Iu
zddition to the crossing of the Hollister Branch, & crossing over
the main line track will also be reguired and 14 is these two cross—
ings whica are the subject of the nresent application.

In connection with the proposed crossing over the Hollister

proposed to eliminate the two existing crossings

this traeck by the Gilroy-Holliszter road by consiructing &
chennel change in Carnadero Creek and relocesting the road entirvely
on the westerly side of the track at a cost of &pproximaxély +20,000.
I this {s done, a single croséing of Bloomfield Avenue with the
broanch line of rallroad is all that will be required.' Southern
Pacific Company offers no obJectlon to the change proposed. It dqas,
nowever, object to the opening of a mew crossing over its main line
as proposed Iin the application conternding that existing crossings

are adequate To serve the puolic need. Tae zain line crossing
q ™ [ 3

would be at right angles to the track, would have approach grades
an

of 2.68% and 3.25% and there does not appear to be amy serious ob-
struction t0 the view. The record shows that thoré are 18 deily
passenger train movements and 3 regular and several extra freight
Yraing at this polnt. It is believed that this crossing should
be granted if public convernlence and necessity requiras a crossing

at thic point.




Sloonficld Lvenuc at presemt extends norihsasterly frox tle
Zollister Branch some two or ithree miles bul an extension eastward
t0 permit a connection with the Pacheco Pass route to the San
Joaguin Velley is proposed and the convealence that will bve o“*ered
by the direct connectlon to the State Zighway by way of BIQOmfleld
Avenue &g one of the reasons urged vy the applicant foxr the opening
of the two crossings.

It is also claimed that the proposed connectlion of Zloomfield
Avenue witih the State Zighway is needed for the development of the
hack country lying east of the Ebiliste: Sreanch and would prove
a great convenlence to people living in sueb territory. It gprears,
however, that Gilroy is the nearest point and trading censer and
that most of the travel from the so-called back country would hove
Gilroy as ivs objecvive. Such being the case, It would eppear
that t2e exisving Gliroy-Hollisver »oad along the bank of Carnadero
Creck would afford the shoxter route into Gilroy. The proposed

Sloomfield Avenue extension would, however, prOvide o shorter rows
for travel aesiring to procced southward along The lonterey Road or
t0 the Coast by way of Vatsonville and Santa Cruz. It wuld also
prove a convenlence In moving catile in and out of the Frazier
Lake country and Pacheco Pacse.

A representative of the real esvate firm promoting the sub-
division of the properity which would be traversed by the proposed
extension of Sloomfiold avenue, testiflied the proposed grade ¢ross-—
ing with ke main line is not necessery as an outlet from the Sract,
nor iz it reguired for a propcr subdivision of the lend. Taille
the preseat layoul of the strects in the tract i3 based on vhe
opening of such @ main line croscing, 1t appears vhat a northerly

outlet to the Gilroy-Holllister road with a bridge over Carnadero
Creex is envirely fleasible. It also appears from his testimony fhat_
anotiaer »roed entirely on the easterly side of tae track which will
provide a direct route from %the territory ecst of the Hollister
Sranch into the City of Gilroy is under consideration.
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Trom the record in this procceding, we are not convinced that
local rneeds reguire the opening of an additional grade croccsing over:
tho main line of the Southorn Pacific Company in tiols vicinity, dut
there 1z no doubt mexrit in the countentilon that the proposed road,
when opened casverly $0 a comnection with the Pacheco Pass route,
will prove a convenlence vo southbound travel and to stock men in
moving thelr hexds ©0 and from the Pacheco Pass. Te believe thed
wacs the proposed conacction castward from the present easterly

Bloonfield Lwvernue VYo the Pacheco Pass is opened, the
crossing of Bloomfield Avenue over the main line of the Southern
Pacific Compeany can well be comstructed and tae order troein will
50 provide.

There being no objection to the crossing over the Z0llister
Branch and vke proposed road change in the Gilroy-Zollister road
belng a desirable improvement in Lline with public poliey regarding
vhe olimination of unnecessary grade crossings, the application for

thils cerossing will also be granted.

0 R D E R

. A& public rearing having been neld on the above entitled
epplicatlon, %he mavler having beon duly subnmitted and the Commiss lon
being now fully advised,

IT IS EZERZEY FOUND L3 A TACT, on the record hereln, that
public convenience and necessity require thoe cstablishment of a
public erossing at grade owver the Hollistexr Braneh track of Southern
Paciflc Company at the point hereinofter aescribed;.and, |

IT IS IERTZY FURTEIR TOTND L3S 4 FACT, on +the record herein,
that the establisiament of a ¢rozcing of Southern Pacifllec Cémpany over

line track, as aerein apvnlied Tor, is notv Justified by the

present existing conditlons but that if aﬁd when the County of Sente

Clara constructs o rocd froxm the mroseat cacsterly terminus of

Bloomfield Avenue to provide a connection to the Pacheco Pass Highway,

thoa and noy otherwisec, will public convonionce and nccessity require
the establishment of @ public erocsing over the main line track at

the point hercinalter doseribed.




IT I3 MERTBY OXDERED that permicsion and authority be and 1t

horehy is granted to the Doard ¢f Supervisors of the County of

Senta Clara, State of California, to consiruct a county road known
as Bloonfield svenve at grade across the Zolllster Branch track of
the Southerr Pacifle Company and main lire track of the Southern
Pacilic Company aﬁ points in %ne vicinity of Gilroy, as shomn

by vhe ma?s avtached to the application and particularly doscerided

az Tollows:
BLOOMFIZLD AVENUE Jall LINE CROSSING.

Beginning at an iron pipe set at the interseetion of the
conter line of Bloonfield Ave. with the westerly line of
the right of way of the Southern Paciflic Railroad Toxmpany
a5 chown upon the iMap of the Jas. A. Clayton & Co.'s Sub -
division 0L & vart of Las Aninmas Ranch Lot No.66 in the Las
Animas Rancho, recorded in the Office of the Recorder of.
Santa Clara Couaty, Calif. in iMap 3ook U at pege 52 and 53;
thence from sald point of bLezinning Souta 81 degrees
18 minutes Eost one hundred feet (L00.00 £%.) t6 an iron
pipe set at the intersection of the easlerly.line of the
right of w2y of %the Southern Pacific Rallroad Copgpany with
the center line of Bloomfield Ave. as shown on the avove
mentioned Subdivision and deing a strip ¢f land of the uni=-
forz width of Tifty feet (50.00 £%.) twenty-Live feet
(25.00 £t.) on each side of the above deserided line.

SLOOMIIELD LVINUE HOLLISTER ERANCH CROSSING

Begiming at a »oint ot thoe intersecivlon of the center
line of Bloouwmfield Livee witi the westerly line of the right
of way of tiae Southern Pecilic Railroad Company Holllister
Sranch, as shown upon viae llp of the Jas. L. Clayton's
& Co.'z  Subdivision of a paxt of las Jnimas Reneh Lot No.SS
in the Las Animes Rancho, recoxded.in the Office of.%he.
Recorder of Santa Clara County,Calif. in ilap Book U at page 54,
55 ané 56; thence from sald point of heginning north 40 degrees
36 minutes Z. one hundred and fifty-two hundredths feet
(100.52 £t.) %o a point ot the intersection of the easterly
line of the . right of way of the Southern PFacific Railroad
Company Follister 3ranch, with the center line of BloomIlield
Lve. as siown on the obove mentioned Subdivision and being &
strip of land of the uniform width of Lifty feet (50.00 £4.);
twenty five feet (25.00 £t.) on each side of the above
descrived line. )

The above crossing of the Zollister 3Sranch shall be ideavified

as Croscing No. EB 84.05 and the crossing of the main line shall be

identirisd as Crossing No.E~-83& |

-

Sald crossings shall be consiructed subject to the following
conditions and not othcrwise:

e




{1) The ontire expense of constructing the crossings

shall be bérﬁe‘by applicent. The cost of meintenmance of those
portions of said crossings outside of 1ines two feet (2') outside
£ ﬁhe outside »ails shall be borne by applicant. Qhé ﬁéinxenanée“
of those portions of the crossings betwesn lines two feet (2%)
outside of the owtside rails shall be borme by Soubhern Pacific
Company. No portion of the cost herein assessed to applicant
for the comstruction or maintenance of sald crossings shall bo
asgessed by applicant in any manner whatsoever to the operative
property of the Southera 2acific Company.

{2) The crossings shall be constructed of a width not
less than 24 fent and at sngles not less acute than 30 degrees
to the roilroad and with grades of approach not greater than four
{4) per cont; shall be coactructed substantially in accordance
with Standerd No. 2 a8 specified In Ceneral Or&er Noe 72 of this
Commission; zhall be protected by suitable cross;ng signs ana
‘shall in every way be made safe for the pessage thereoxn of vehicles
and othexr road traffic. .

(3) An automatic flagman shall de. ;nstalle&.for the
protection of the crossing of sald Bloomxie_d Aronue with the naln
line track of Southern Pacific Company, saiawauxomgtic flagman to
Ye of the type and installed in accordance with plans or data to
be submitted to and approved by this Commission.

(4) Said crossing with the main Lius vrack shall not e
opoened until sueh time as a »oad comocting"?;ﬁe prosent easterly
terminus of Bloomfield Avenmuwe with tho Pacheco Dass Kighway shall

have been constructed and opened Zor traveles
(5) Dwo existing pudblic crossings of the Hollister Road

with the Hdlliétar Branch track of Southern Pacific‘company, one
of waich is located approximately 100 feet %o the northwest and




the other cpproximately 350 feet to the southeast of the c¢crosse

ing of said Hollister Eranch,nerein aubthorized, shall be legally
abandored and effectively closed tc public use and travel. Ssild
crocsings that are to be closed are further identified as Cross-
ing No. T.B.-84.0 ané Crossing No. Z.B. 4.1, respectively. |

(6) Lpplicant shell, within thirty (30) deys thereafter,
notify this Commission, im writing; of the completion of the fn-
stallatior of said crossings. ”

(7) I# seid crossings, or either of them, shall not have
been instailéd'within one year from the date of this orler, the
authorization hereiln granted, in ;o far as it applies to such un-
installed crossings or crossing, skall then lapse and become void,
unless further time is granted by subsegquent order.

(8) The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orde;s relative to the locatior, comstruction, operation,
meintenance and protvection of said crossings as To it may seem
rdght and proper and %o revoke its pereission 1f, in its Judgment,
the pudlic comvenience and necessity demand such action.

The authority hercin granted shall become effeotive on

the date hereof.
Dated st San Frencisco, Californie, tals _[:_Z_ﬁéay of

Z/_V_'ﬁaméz__» 1927,
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