Decision No. /@A L 4

BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COIMISSION OF THE STAIE OF CALIFORNIL

Iz the mavter of the application of
XEY SYSTEM TRANSIT COMPANY, a corpora-
tion, for permission to abandon its
franchise rignts and tracks of iis
lowntein View Cemetery bdranch sitreet
car cexvice now operatizng on Plednmont
«vonue, 1n the City of Oakland, County
of Alanmeda, State of California.

Brobeck, Phleger oaxd Harrison, by
Frank S. Richards, for the Applicant.

¥. i. Dow, for Vountain View Cemetery.

4. T. Nelson, for City ittomey, City of
Qakland.

Richardson and Richardson, by Joseph C.
Prioxr, for Califormiza Crematorium.

SEAVEY, COLZIISSIONER:

‘In this proceeding, the Xey System Transit Compony, a
corporation; reguests pernission to'abanaon o branca line waich
extends along Riedmont Avenue Irom the southern gate of Mountain
View Cemetery to & connection with the Piedmont Avenue Street (ax
Ilze at or near the intersection of Piedmont Avenue and Mather

treet, & distance of abowt 1000 feet, 2ll in the City of Ozkland,
Alaneds County, Celiformia, and os shown on applicant?s Exhidbis
No. Le ’

Public nearings were held in this matter in Ockland on
Septemdber 24th and Ocltobver Stk, 1927.

This Cemetery Brancn Line L5 su integral part of appli-

cant®s local sireet cor system. Tais comparatively short branch

serves the Mountain View Cemetery; the Jewish Cemetery, the California

-l




Cremstorinn and, to a limited extent, the people residing adjacent
to Piedmont Avenue and the cemetery.
Applicant urges the granting of this application upon
the following allegations:
(1) That the expeunses of operating the branch
far exceed the revernue allocated to it;

(2) That the operation of same is not required

. '
by pudblic convenience Or neceSSlﬁy;
{3) That it would be unfaix o require the appli-

cant and patrons of its other lines to sustain the loas
oceasioned by the continued operation of this line;
(4) That the applicant is not earning a falr re-
turn on its property as a whole; and
(5) That to require the continued operation of
this service would result in depriving the applicant
of its proyperty without due or adequate compensation.
In the operation of this branch, no fares are collected
and no transfers are lifved. In other words, the passengers des-

tineé for the so-called "Cemetery Branch Line™ transfer froa the

Pledmont Avenue Line at the Junction without paylng fare or surrender-

ing a transfer. In the opposite direction, the passengers 4o not pay
any fare until they have boardeld the Piedmont Avenue car. Further-
more, the conductor of the branch under consideration does not re-
port 10 the company the number of passengers carried. Any revenue
eredited to the line must be based on some arbitrary plan; therefore,
it 1s impossidle to accurately estimate the revenue in order to com- -
pare it with the operating expenses.

The discontinuance of the service over this branch was
objected %0 not only by certain pudlic organizations dut also by
the MNountain View Cemetery Association and the California Crema-

torium. It was shown that in the lliountain View Cemetery adout 25,000




2ots have beer =old for dburicl purposes and that the cemetery con-
tains the bodies znd ashes of approximately 50,000 persons; also,

vhat the canual interments amouwnt to fron 1,200 to 1,500. It

ppears that many people vicit tre cemetery annually and thé only

entraxmce is at the end of Piledmont Avenue, the terminus of the
brarch street car lirze under consideration.

It was testified that the car going to the cemetery waé
not properlj narked and mony persons alighting from the Pledmont
Lvermme cars would walk to the cemetexry, ol knowing that they could
wse tho ¢ar.

A great many elderly ard infirm persons vislt the ceme~-
tery regularly and it is evident this car affords a great conven-
lence Yo them. Not only do visitors of the lMowntaln View Cemstery
e this braach line bub also aony of those visiting the Jewish
Cemetexry immediately adjacent to the lountain View Cemetefy, os well
Os those visiting the scolumbarium of the Califormia Crematoriud.

affic checks on the branch were taken by the opplicant

end by representatives of the Mountain View Cemetery Association,
on cexrtalin days iz Lpril, August and September, 1927. Combizning
the checks taken by applicant with those taken by Mowatain View
Cemetery associabioz, and after givirg proper weight to week days,
Saturdays and Sundays, it oppears thut the traffic iz boith dir-
ectlons anounts to approxinately 42,800 passengers per year. A
real public service ic being rendered dy this branch, particulearly
o the elderly and infirm desiring to visit the cemeteries. I%
appears, therefore, that this application should be denied.

To improve this service, the car chowld be clearly
marked, indicating that it goes to the cemetery and makes a con-
rection with the Piedmont Line without additionsl Lare.

The following form of order is recomnended:




OEDE

Xey Systen Iransit Company, a corporation, haviag
applicd %o the Railroad Commission For an order suthorizing the
discontinuance of szexvice on its Cemetery Line in the City of
Oaklaxnd, Califormis, o public heaxring haviﬁg beexn held, the

matier having been duly submitied, axnd now being ready Lfor deci-

sion, therefore

IT IS BEREZY ORDERED that the above enmititled applica~
fon be and %he zane is hefeby'denied without prejudice.

The foregoing opinion and oxrdexr are heredby approved
sl ordered Liled asg vne Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commis-
sion of the State of Califomica.

The effectlve date of this order shall be the date

Dated &t Sun Fruncisco, Califoernin, thls 2:4mﬁkmaay

0L Mowewmlr, 1927.




