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J 
In the :latter ot the tlpp11co.-') 
tior. 0:: the CO'U.:!lty 01' l!:;:.d,er2..) .;':p~lica.tior. !~o. 1~t>79. 
~or ~ Eighway Crossing. ) _______________________________ J 

l!aSO!l A. Eailey, District .:..ttorney. ~ ~ n 
~or .ol"l?lica.nt.. I \ ~ r: JIll; 

~ I .. :' :'. . / , / '\ n 11 
E. E. Ball and 'N. F. Brooks, tor Thed' U .:-; i': .'; f ; :W!! I~'~". 

Atchtson, TODeka :J.r..d. santa Fe ..I I.: ~ u Li UL/ll' 
Rail vr.J.y Co.w:pany. 

BY ~ COlruISSION:. 

In this proceedi:c.g the County 0 t l:a.d.era reQ.,uests :ger-
:!llss1o;c, to construct the €lust ~d \ .. es"~ County Road between Sec-

tio~s Nineteen (19) and. Thirty (30) in To\vnshi~ Nine (9} South. 

S,::.r.ge Seventeen (17) ]::let, 1f.D.3. & Moo, in !!a.dero. County, at grs.de 

u.oross the :!lain line of The .c..tchiso:::l., Topeka and Santa Fe R,o.ilvro.y 

:1a public hearing W5.S held in this !latter betore Exo.m.iner 

So.tterwhite in l.iad.era on ~oveDlber 8th, 1927 .. 

~dera cou.~ty has constructed 0. County Road running d.~e 

e:::.st from tllt! ~o\'l:c. ot Chowchilla tor -;he purpose of m.aking a direct 

~oad to th~t to~~ ~or the f~~ers living in the Me~~o District, 

Chow'chill::. beillg their nearest tro.cli:oe point '.::lond :?ost Offic(;,. F\lr-

therc.ore, this road will calce 0. connect ion v;i th the Rz.YJ:lond.-Yosem.i te 

V;llley Road.. 

T:"le 2:edano District, located northea~t ot the railroa.d 

:public' roa.d. outle t to Chowchilla. 1 .. crossing now exists about nine 
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hundred (900) feet no~the~st of the proposed crossing but is light-
ly ~ed, l~rgely o~ aooount of ~ho fact tl~t priv~te property ~ust 
be orossed to re~oh a public road. At Berend~ SlOU~l, about one 
~ile no:-theact of the" prol'ooed c~ossil::.g, the public crosses 'I:llder 

the railroad t~ough ~ trestle; during the dry season, to reach this 
ero:::sing, however, it rec~:uires traveling over priv:;.te pro,party. 

During the rainy =e~~on th.e slough oarries a. cO::lSider:;:.ble amount of 
w~ter ~d. this un~ergr~de croS:::lng oannot be used. 

The only means of reaohillg Chowohilla frotl the ~'Iedc..z::.o Dis-

t::oiot by 1',-"blio road is by traveling south tV/O :lilas to Sharo::. Roo.d, 

whioh oros~~s the r~ilroa~ at a point about 2500 teet southwest of the 
proposed. oross1:!g. thence west and. northerly to Chowohillo.. This route 

is several :::lilec longer th~n the route upon whioh the proposed. oross~ 

ing is looated. It is evident that the installation of the proposed 

orossing is 8. necessity tlnd Vlould. o.ti'ord a oonven1a."lce to the travel-
ing publiC, ~\rtioul~rly those residing in the Meda~o Distriot. 

~A~ o~y evi~ence introduoed to o~Dose the gr~nting of this 
~pplioation w~s that atforded by the ro.ilroad, contending that the 

existi~ crossings afrord reasonable acoess ~o the public over the 

r:::.11road but ad.t:lit'cinl3 that with only the exiot;ing crossillgs, con-
sia.el"abl.~ traffic is re~uireCl to :ColloVl cll-cui tous rou.tes. 

The view o! appro~ohing tr:::.ins ut the proposed orocs~g 

is unobstruoted for a ~ile and ~ore in either direction. The r:::.11~ 

road nor~~lly operates s~ ~assenger tr:::.ins and several freight 
trains over this track per d:::.y ~nd it appears that at the present 

tice no s~eoial protection ~~11 be necessary. The County, thro~5h 
its \~tn~oses, oigni~ied that it io agreeable to the closing ot the 

crossing located about 900 feet northeast of the one proposed herein. 
It o.ppeo.rs tb.a t the ero ss me is needed to o.Cco:::lI:lodate not only the 
ordinary vehiculo.:o trs.ff~.o) Ollt o.lso the move~ent or o ol:lb i ned. har-
vesters duril:.g the grain se:;:'SOll. :chese implements :l!'e approxiz:w. t,ely 

fifty feet 'w'ide o.r.~ it is the appliC:JJ:l.t's d.esire to have the oross~ 

inS eonst~cted sixty feet wide in orde~ toaceommodate them. 

~he followi~ toro ot order is recommended: 
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..... - - --
~he 3oa::-d of Supervisors of !\r:::.dero. county t ha.ving made 

:l.:pp1icatio:l :fo:::- per=.1.::n;ion to Co.z:.S~l""J.ct $. pu.b11c hie;llwa.y ~t grade 

across the tr:l.cl~ of The Atohiso;:" ~olle.ka :.md Sant:;:. ?e R:.lilwc..y COtl-

pany,. bet\';een. Sections 19 ~.!lC. ZO, T. 9 S .. , R .. 17 E., l!.D.B. & Lt., 

of the faots) the ~tter being u.~d~r =uboission an~ ready for de-
C1sio~, ~heretore, 

IT IS :;E:u.:BY O::\DERED .I~hs.t :germission s.nd authority be 

~~ it is hereby gr~ted to ~he Board ot ~p~rvisors of the County 

o~ Madera, Stc.te of Californ1~, to co~struct an east uno. west puh-

:1c ro:;:.d between Sections 19 ~d 30, To~~s1l1~ 9 South, ~ee l7 East, 

~.D.3. & Moo, ~t er~~e ~crosc t~ track ot The ~tchlson, ~opey~ aud 

plicaticn. 

Z~e ~oove cros~ins shall be identi!~ed :;:.s crocsing 

~ro. 2-l032.~. 

S;!id. ero ssing shc.ll 'be cons"cructed sub jeot to the :Collow-

it.g cond.1 t10ns and ~ot other\":ise: 

(1) ~he e:::.t1re exponse of couztru.cting the croszlng 

Sh~l be oorne by ~?plie~~. 1~e cost of o~inten~noe of that por-

t1o: of said c~~csiug o~tsi~e of lines two {2} feet o~tsi~e of the 

o~tzic1.e rails sh.sl.l1 be 'borne by :J.,P]{lloUllt. The o.o.i~teno.uce o:C th3.t 

portio::. ot the c:-ossiIlg betv:een lines two (Z} :t'eet outsid.e of the 

outside r~i1s ~1~11 be borne by The ~tohioon, Tope~ and s~ta Fe 

R~llw::.y C;onp:?:lY. 1[0 portion 0:: the oost n.erein :;.s::::essec.. to ::l.:p:pl1-
, 

c~t tor tile oonstructlon o:t:" l;laill tenaIlce of sald. ero ssl:lS ::ih.C.l1 ble 

?rope.rt:r ot ~e I:..toAlson, T~o:pel~ :::.nd S:;.:.nt~ Fe;, R:lilW'J.y CO::lPo.ny. 

(Z} Tb.e cro~s.ins :::1'1$.11 be conot:-uoted 0:: So width ot S1xt7 



(60) teet ~~ at an ~=81e ot sixty (GO) 4egrees to the r~11road an~ 

wi th grades ot o,lJilroacl1 not ere::J.ter than tou=- (4) :per cent; s...'lall be 

constru.cted. s~'bst::""'1.t ially 1:0. :lccora.:lJ::.ce with standard. :~o. z,. as 

s?ecified in Ce:o.e~ul Order No. 72 ot this Coomission; sha~l be pro-

tected. by c. su1t;:;.ble crossing :::: igl:l. ::lone. shall in every v/uy be made 

safe tor the p::.s:::::.ge thel'eon ot vehicles and. other rood traffic. 

(ZJ The existing publi~ly use~ crOSSing, looated 

c.bo'.:.t :o.1ne hu..'1.d.rt:d (900) feet northeast ot 'cAe Cl,"OSS ing herein 

authorized, sh::.ll be legally ab~doned. inso~r ~s the County ot 

~~der:l has po~~r so to d.o ~d chull be effectively closed to 

public use and t~~vel when the crossing au~orized herein is openod 
to publio travel. 

(4J '::..p;plicant sh:lll, withi:o. thirty (30 J days there-

:l:Cter, not1!~' this COtlIlission. in writing, of the oom::?letion o;t 'che 

i:o.sta11a.t!.on ot sa1d crosslne. 

(5) If sn1d crossing sh~ll not have been installed 

within one year tro~ the date o~ this order, the ~uthorization 

herein sr~nte~ Shall the~ lapse an' become vOid, unless turther 
tice is ~ranted by subse~uent order. 

(6) The Comuission reserves the r1ght to :ake suoh tur-
ther ord.ers relative to the location, o onstructi on, o:peration, main-
tenanoe and proteotion of said crossingao to 1t may seem right and 
?roper ~d to revoke its percizsion it, in its jUdgment, the pub11c 
oonvenience a~ necessity de~and cuch ~ction. 

The authority ~erein 3ranted ~~al1 oecome e£fective on 
the do.te he=eo!'. ;;;( 

11 ~o.ted at San Pro.~c'isco J California, thls_-..r./_~~-__ dC.y 

;()~ ,1927. 
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