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3EFORE TEX RATIILROAD COLMMISSION OF

In tre Matter of the Application of
CALIFCEXNIA TRANSIT CO., u coOxpora-
tion, for o.certificate of public
convenience and necessity for the
transportation of express matter be-
tweon Osklend, Vallejo, XNopa,
Usrtinez, and Sacramento, and Inter-
mediste points.

doolicetion No. 136606,

}
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B N Ml N M e M T e

Earl A. Bagdy, for Jpplicent.

George Baker and Edward Stern, for
ancrican Ry. ZxXporess Co., 2o testant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

By its application, Celiformisa Transit Compeny, o cor—
poration, seeks to scguire a certificate of public converlense
and nécessity for the transportation of express on its oper-
ative rights between Cakland and Vallejo, Mertinez, Nepa cnd
Sacramento end intermediate points, and to cmﬁsolidate such
rights to transport express with the operative rights of the
applicant oxn all other parts of its sald consolidsated system‘
ond in tho ectablishment thereof to apvly the rates, rﬁles and
regulations governing the transportation of express that are
now effective on the genersl systom of tre sprlicant.

Public hearings on this applicaiion were held before

Exuminer Gannon a2t San Pruncisco, Vacaville and Seceramento,

the matter was duly subﬁitted and is now ready for deecision.
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It is alleged by applicant that the operatlive rights

over which express rights are now sought werce obteined by tals
applicant by purchase from Western llotor Transpori Company,pux-
suant to Decision No. 10073 on Application No. 7340, dated
Tebrusry &, 1922, and that at the time said operative rights
werc 50 accuired said Western Motor Trangport Company was con-
ducting an expross transporiation business in connection there=
with; that said decision of this Comalssion, grenting to said
weetern Motor Trensport Company the right to sell, end to this
applicant the right to purchase, ell of the operative rights

of said Western Motor Trameport Company, anong other things,
provided that this applicant should immediately £ile tariff

of rétes end uime schedules or adopt as its own tarifls and
time schedules theretofore filed with the Railroad Commission
by spplicant WestemlMotor Tramport Company, the seme to de
jdentical with those £ilod by applicant, Western liotor Trans-
voxrt Ccmpany;’that this applicant complied with such Iinstruct-
fon and sdopted the express rates of said Western lMotor Trans-
port Company and the operatvions contemplated thereby and has
since continued to transport express over ssid operative rights
in sccordance therewith.

It was held by thiz Commission in Decision No. 18107 on
4spplication No. 11005 rendered larch 28, 1927, thet Californis
Trensit Company does not possess the right to tramsport express
oé property over or along the following routes, to-wit:

a. 3Setweon Osklend and lartinez and intermediate points;

b.v Setween Qaklend ard Napa and irntermediate points;

¢. Between Oaklend snd Vallejo and intermediste points;

d. DRetween Vallejo Qnd Sacramento and intermddiate moints.

worcover, it was exvressly get forth in the order followlng the
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findings in Decision No. 18107 that no right'to trangport express
over or along the above deécribed routes was therein granted. In
accordance with the findings. z2nd subsequent order o this Commig~-
sion, applicont discontinued its express service over saild route
on or sbout April 5, 1927, and at the same time filed the spplica-~
fion which 18 hero belng considered.

applicant alleges that the cessation 0f express sexvice
over sald operative route has resulted in great inconvenience to
the public in that thero exiets no other similar gervice which
may ve substltuted in lieuw thereof.

It is further urged by applicant that public convenience
and nececsity reouire that such operative right for the trans-
vortation of exproess be consolideted with other rignte for the
transportation of express now owned by ewlicent iﬁ the szame man-
ner and 0 the same extent that the rights for the transgportetion
0f vaseengers are consolidated, especiélly since suchk transporta=-
tlon o express 1s incilental to the transportation o2 passengers;
is trepsported on the come stsges with-paesengers} and may only
be transferred from one stage to another et a Junction point at
such times and placeg 28 the pavsengers thomselves are translerred.

The grenting o0 tne application in ite entirety was pro-
tested by American Ralilway Zxpress Company. During the vprogress
02 the hesring at Sacramento, Beverly Gibson, ropresenting River
Auto Stages, entered ax sprearance and orotescted the spplication
in 80 far as it might affect the operation of nis line between

Sacramento and Davis.

In support of its contention as 10 the necessity for re-

sumption of this cexvice, apvlicant called a large number of wite
negges repyresenting both shiovpers and retail dealers. The ship-
pers s0 testifying ceme chiefly from Qukland and Richmond and in

the main represented dealers in sutomobile parts and accessorxies,
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-wnolesale florists, kodak Linichers and similar commodities, the

supnlying of whick might well be regarded as of #n emergency char-
acter. |

A Iirm in Berkecley, dealing in diologioal produets, sexrums
and vaccines, tesiifying tarougn its vice-prosident, declared that
all thelir smaller and emergency shipmente would go by stage, waich
service they resgarded as more setisfactory than rall service. They
served practically all towns cmbraced in the northern division of
California Trengit Compeny and have slways found stage gscrvice en-
tirely sadeguate.

The testimony of witnesses representing dealers in suto-
modbile perts and accessorles was csubstantially the same in each
inztance. Théy ned all used the service of the spplicent, had
wound it satisfactory, had been greatly inconvenienced by its dis-
sontinunance, and urged its restoration. It apvears from the tes-
timoqy that the public demends immediate service in the supolying:
of auto narts, especlally in case of break-downs, which sexvice
can mos8t adequately be supplied by the steges. One witness tes-
tified that he had as many 28 five t¢ sevon urgent calls per day
thet demanded instant attention. The testimony of snother wit-
ness wae w0 the effect that one of his customers had ordered a
gear Z0r an automobile, on whick such vart had been brokxen, end
that waile with stage service the part would have been at his
garage in sn hour, in this instance he found it necessary to c¢lose
nis plece of basimess and himself drive 0 Osklend and get the
vart. Eourly service it demanded and fhe over-night servicé of
the oxpress company does not meet the requircments.

The circulation managers o2 certain San Francisco, Qak-
land and Richmond daily newspevers testified as to the need for
gtage service in the distribution of their publications to the

various points involved in this spplication. The stages depart




et special hours when no traine are aveilable, thus enabling the
pudblisters to zet their pavers o the several towns a%t & sslable
tino.

4 wholescle florist of Oskland testified that the discon-
tinuance of staze service had practically wiped out ali 0L his busi-~
nesc in s certain section of the northern divicion. This witness
testified that formerly he had s business in Nepa agzregating $1400.
a2 month and since the stage service was discontinued on April 5%h
ke hac shipped only $l4. worth o2 flowers to that point. One of his
customers, residing in Suisun, explained to the witness that in the

sbsence of traln, as wcll as stage service, she was compelled to have

her flower orders sent from San FPrancisco by bvost axd then drive 18

miles to et then,
Adverting now to the testimony of retail deslers, we f£ind

he record replete with the evidence of individualé and firms re=-
lying upon & prompt and speedy delivery service from the bay re?
gion. Some 36 witnesses were produced at the Vacaville hearing

in support of the application, such witnesses coming from Vaocaville,
Vallejo, Ssn Franciseco, Dixon and Nepa. By far the greater number.
0L such witnessec were engaged in the garage and auntomobile access~
ories business snd thelr testlmony in substance confiirmed the state-
ments made by wholesslers whogse testimony has beén sbove referred
t0. It was testified 1o by an sutomobvile supply desler of Vacaville
taat 1t Jrequently occurs that customers have been obliged to remain
in.town over nigzht, wheroas with the former stege service he might
nave telepaoned to Sacramento and obteined the extrs parts by staze,
thus permitting the customer to be on his way before evening. Jin-
other witness, e¢ngaged in the szume activity in Véllejo, testified
that he has lost {ifty per cent of his dbusiness in the territory
affected by the cessation of stage service. Unless parcel post

shipments are in thc postoffice by 2:00 p. m. they g0 vo San
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Francisco and are brought back vis Oskland and finally delive
ered to the postoffice in Tho particular town: &o which desg-
tined, this procedure usually remiring one aud o hal?f days.

Several fruit growers end shippers testified ac to
the need for continued stage service over the route proposed
in this spplization. The service is reguired prineipally for

he supplying of extra parts for tractors and antomobiles, the
tractors being run dey and night during certain seasons. One
witness testified that it mcant a loss of from 375. to $100.
for every twenty-Zour hours that kis tractor was lald up for
rerairs,

& druggist of Vacaville, under crossexsmination by pro-
testant American Reilway Express Company, testified that mozt of
2is shipmente worc emergency in their nature and that 0 far as
he was concerned the express ofrice at Vacavilie night well be
discontinued, provided stage service were resumed.

02 the remaining many witnesses wno tectified at the
Vecavilile hearing there sppeared 1o be & comsensus of opinion
es 0 the necessity for & restoration of this stage service.

Al had used the stage service and had Lound 1t %o be entirely
satisfactory. Nelither parcel poat, nor rall express, nor a com-
binstion of both, are adequate to meet the present demand for
prompt service and emcrgency shipmentse

applicant produced some eight witnesses at the Sacra-
mento nearing. Their testimony in the maln was & duplication
of what had gone before. A roprescuntative of one of the largest
gutonoblle accessories estaeblishmente of Sacramxento testlified
that the businesc of his f£irm had fallen off froﬁ $L000. %o £1500.
per montk in the northern divieion slince the discontinuance of
stage service. Fe gtated that they had vpractically lost their

bugiress in Vallejo, Nspa end Cordelis cond other points beoause




they carmov render Service VY stage.

The munoger of the Traflfic Deperiment of the Sacramento
Chamber of Commerce, represonting, &S he stated, the entire Cheonm-
ber membership of L1500, testifled that it was desirsble and necess=-
ary t0 have g service that mey be completed in at least a-day's
vime. '

Provestant American RBailwey Zxpress Company called eigat
witnesses in support of ite protest and olso offered the testimony
0% three employees. Five o0f these witnesses ere in dusiness in
San Tranclsco and three in Qakland. Protestent vreduced no wit-
necses from any other point in the northerrn division. .

e trafiic menager of the Eﬁporium, who also reprcsented
the Centrsl Colifornia Treffic Association with its membership of
veirty-four f{irms, testified thet in so far ae¢ his clients were
concerned the precent service ic sdequate, though he did not op-
pose the application. The traflfic marager of the Owl Drug Company

tostified similerly, though he woald not sy there wss no need for

additionsl service. Xis estsblishment irn San Prencisco nad the bene-

1% of ¢ froquent daily vpick=up scrvico, supplomenteld by svecial
'wagons 0f the expreses company when requized.' |
4 retall florist of Qeklend testifled thet he used the
service 0% dmoricun Rellvey Ixoress Compeny and found it satis-
factorys in fact, wes of the opinion that flowers could be more
gatisfactorily shipped by rail express then by stage. That wes
als0 the substance of teztimony gziven by a San Franéisco florist,
A‘dealer in sutomobile tires, operatirz in Oakland, testified that
the present express service wegs satvisfactory and that he could not
rocall sny chipments that regtuired instant delivery.

The testimony 0f protestent’'s employees went almost ex-

clusively '".tor the matier of service and rates now readered in

the territory here involved and went into these matters in con-
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slderable dotail. The usual schedules of rate compsrisons snd
aumoer of avaellable services were introduced as exhibits by both
parties to the hearing.

wo have given careful consideration to the evidence and
oxhibits in this proceeding. Applicarnt offers what may be termed
a specialized service for the handling of smsll pesckeges, espescial-
1y serving the needs of shippers and users of suitomobile parts and
accessories. In fact, such shipmeﬁts, everaging asvproximately 25
pounds each, weould provaebly constitute a lerge vercentage of the
total shipmexnts. The testimony of witnesses does not diseloso any
demand for & pick-up aend delivery sérvice such ag is offered by the
caiel protestant herein. On the contrary, seversal witnesses tes-
tifled that they would prefer to deliver and receive their ship-
ments at the stage depot as on additional agsurance of prompt ser-
vice. TUnquestionably there existes & very dofinite and imperative
demand for the expeditious handling of smell éackages, particularly
shipments of 2utomobile parts. The discontinuonce of the service
rerein sought. to be rogtored undoubtedly created o distinct hard-
snlp among & large number of merchants operating in this terri-
vory and who rad come to rely upon quick secrvice to thoir cus~
tozers as a stimuwlant to trado. The record contains the testi-
mony o several witnesses who were forced to the necessity of

cing trhelr own cars to effect delivery of shipments =S Soon as

the ¢tage service was discontinwed. It wogld,be falr 10 say
that many hundreds ol shippers were affected adverzely by the
order oI discontinuence. Applicant introduced in eovidence a
nass of pevitions, telegrams and letters, all purporting to
urge 8 srompt restdration 0f the service prayed for.

Frotestant Americen Railwey ZExpress Cohpuny offered

testimony and exhibits intended to substantiate its rrovest,

but such evidence did not in tre main effect the problém herein
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involved. Undoubtedly zald protestant offers an excellent plex-
up and delivery service throughout its system, but the gquestion
here involved is primerily that of s locsal service that demands
veculierly vrompt collection snd delivery. '

There was no opposition 1o the proposed comsolidation

of the operative rights nherein sought with the operative rights
of spplicant o tfnnsport oxpress on all other parts of izs
consolidated system. The beneflits and economies of wnification
and the ability to render through sService from poirnt 0 point
arc obvious end should in this instance ve granted.

Upon full‘consideration oX all the evidence, we are of
ooirion, and hereby find as a fact, that public convenience
neceseity require the transportation of express packages not

exceeding a welizht of 1C0 pourds each dy California Traneit Come
pany on ite stages over 1ts present operative rights between
Qakland and Vallejo, Napa, Mertinez and Sacramento and all inter-
mediate points, as such rights mey be finslly determined by the
2indirgs of the Commission in 1ts rechesring of Appliocstion No.

11005.

4 public hearing having veen held in the sbove entitled
aoplication, the maitter having been duly Submitied snd the Com-
nission being now fully adviscd, ané basgsing its.order'on the find-
ings of fact which appeoar ixn the proceding opinion,

752 RAIDROAD CQILISSION OF THE STATE OF CALITO2NIA here-
by declares kst public convenlonce snd necessity rgguire.fhe -
transportation of exprese packaeges not'exceeﬁing'é Wéighf of 100
poinds each by Celifornis Trensit Company oa ivs stoges Over its

present operative rights detwegen Caklend and Vallejo, Oakland and
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Nepe, Nakland eond lertinez, and Tallejo and Sacremento, and all otker
intermediéte points, as such rights may be finally determined by the
findirgs of the Commisesion In its wehearing of Applicaetion No. 11005.

TEE RAILRO0AD COLIIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA slso
hereby declares that nublic convenience and necessity reculre the
congsolidation of such righ%s to transport express with the operative
»ights of the apoplicant to transport express on all other mrts of
its consolidated systenm, snd

v 1S TEREBY ORDERED thet o certificate of pubiic conver-
fence snd necessity be, snd the scme is heroby granted, subject to
the conditions as hereinafter set forth:

1. Apolicant shall file its written acceptlunce of the
cortificate herein granted within o perlod o not %o
oexcoed ten (10) deys Zfrom date hereoif.

ivplicant shell Zile, in duplicate,withina period of
not to oxceed twonty (20) deys from the dave hereof,
tariff of ratos and time schedules, such tariffs of
rates and time schedules to be identical with those
attached t0 the spplication herein, or rates ond time
sechedules satisfactory to the Railroad Commission,
and shall commence operstion of said service within
o period of not to exceed sixty (60) dsys from the
date hereof,

The rizhts end privileges herein authorized may not
be discontinued, sold, leased, transferred uoxr
assigned unless the written concent of the Rellroad
Commission to such discontinuance, sale, lease,
transfer or oscignment has first been secured.

Yo venhicle may be opersted by applicant herein un=-
1ese such vehicle is owned by sald applicant or is
leased by it under o comtract or agreement on &
besis satisfactory to the Railroed Commissioxn.

mhe offective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days
Trom the date hereof.

Rzcee o

Nowemmer 1027,

Dated at Sen Francisco, Californmisa, thie Z\Jﬂq‘day of
S

Cbﬁmiﬁsioners.




