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Decigion No. AJAAT

BEFORET THE RAILROAD COMMISSIQR CF T

In the Matter of the Application of

WILLIAM JESSEN and QLIVE JEZSSEN,

doing business as Rohnerville later Application No. 14004.
?.’ogks, for permission to increase

rates.

William Jessen, for Applicants.

We Lo Nichols, Protestant.

irs. I. Be. Tucker, Protestant.
BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINION

williom Jescen and Olive Jessen, husband and wife, doing
wuginess under the name of Rohﬁerville water Works and engaged in
the business of supplying water for domestic purposes im and about
the Town of Rohnerville, Humboldt County, have petitioned the
Railroad Commisscion for authority to increase the rates now charged
for water. Applicants allege that the present rave of $1.00 per
month per comsumer for all sexvice rendered is insufficient to pro-

duce & reasonable returz om the falr value of Tae property and ask

that tho base rate be raised to §l.25 with additional rates fox the

various classes of service and water use.

A public hearing oa this application was oconducted by

Trominer Handford at Rohnerville, notice having bdeen given to all
{ntercsted parties, the matiexr Wis daly swbmitted aad 13 now ready

for Qeoeicion. N |

The precenty owners purchased the system fron one Cordelia
Bugbee, the transfer having voen AQuly authorized lby thin Com&n:&.ssidﬂ
by its Decision No. 12074, dsted May 12, 1923. At the time of

acquisition by the present owners, this system was in very poor




condition but sinee that time it has been largely reduilt and ad-
Gitionel faecilities and extensions have been furnished. The owners
testified that they intend to continue the replacement of the re-
naining structures of the old system as fast as their financial
ability will pormit until the system is placed in first-class con-
dition throughout.

The watexr supply 1s drawn from three groups of small springs
located southerly and easterly from the town, by means of gathnering
Lines and passed into collecting boxes and tanks, from which 1t is
transmitted By gravity o distance of approximately oxne~half mile into
Two storage tanks located at the eastern edge of the town.Distribution
Yroxn the tanks 13 made by gravity to the conzumers. In addition %o
vhe gravity supply from the springs, & ground water source has bdeen

developed by means of a well and pumping plant for emergency use in

case of a season of exceessive drought. The zystem contains approxi—
mately 22,000 fect of standard screw pipé, ranging in size from 3
inches to 1/2-inch in diameter. ALL pipe lines laid by the present
owners are galvanized. On Qctoder 1L, 1937,  there were 105 service
conrections, of which 85 were active. The present rate in effect on
this system is (1.00 por month pexr consumer Lfor all service rexdered.
This rate hag been In effect lor a great number of years and has
never been established by this Commission.

The Yooks and recoxrds of this utility are fragmontary and

incomplete and do not roflect the total cost of the capital in-

vested or the costs of opcration and maintenance. Xo inventory
or appralsement of the properties was submitted by applicants other
than the general allegations set out im the petition filed with

the Commission. P.Z. Harroun, one of the Commission's engineers,
prosented a report in which the ostimatoed original cost of the
system was found to Ve m1l4,734., as of October 1, 1927, with a
corresponding depreciation amuity of $456., computed by the
sinking fund method at 5%. The report also cstimates the ammal
oporating and maintenance expenses for the immediate future to be
$825., and shows the average annual groscs income for the past
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2+ Monthly Quantity Retes:

0 to 600 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet « .
Next 1200 cubic feet, ver 100 cublc feet. .
COver 1800 cudic feet, per 100 cubic feet. « «
Meters mey De installed either at the option
of the utility or the consumer. If requested
by counsumer, deposit must be made by such
consumer upon application as follows:
5/8 x 3/4& inch meter « « + o $15.00
3/4 inch meter « « « o« 25.00
1 inch meter « « « » 3500
Lbove deposits to be refunded to the consumexr
by way of credit on monthly water bills to¢ the
extent of twenty (20} per cent thereof, until
entire deposit is refunded.
IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that William Jessen and
Olive .Tesseﬁ be and ihey are he:r:eﬁy directed to f£ile with this
Commission, within thirty (30) days from the date of thiz order,
rules and regulations govm service t0 thelr consumers, sadld
rales and regulations to become effective u:xon their acceptance
for £iling by the Commission.
~For all other purposes the effective date of this order
shall Ye tv&enty (20} &ays from and after the date hereof.
Dated at San Francisco, Californmis, this Zé day

OIC:B—QAW\ _.',.‘ 1527.

Commidsioners.




