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De oision No. 1. ~J J. Iw 7.( • ------

m:FOPS THE RAILEO.A!) COMMISSION OF TEE STATZ OF CALIFORNIA. 

In tne Matter of tne Ap~lication ot 
W!L."G!.:I.I~ JESSEN and. OLIVE J1:SSEN, 
~oing business ~s Ronnervi11e ~~t0r 
.... !orks, fer permission to incroa.se 
rates. 

) 
) 
) 
) Ap~lication No. 14004 • 
) 
} 

------------------------------) 
V;i1~iam Jessen, fer .. ';.p:v1icants. 
W. A.. Niche13, Protestant. 
Mrs. I. B. Tucker, ?rete stant • 

BY THE COMMISSION': 

OPINION -------

'Uillio.m Jessen and. Olive Jessen, husband. and. Wife, de·ing 

business '\Ulder tne name et Rob.nerville rrat'9r Worlts and. engaged. in 

the 'business 0''£ S'U.:b)plying water fer a.omestic pUl'Jtoses in and. abO'ut 

the ~ewn of Rohnerville, Humboldt County, have petitioned the 

Railroad. Co~ission for authority to' increaso the rates'now oharge~ 

fer Vlater.. ..,\pplioo.nts allege that the present rate ot 01.00 pOl' 

month per consumor fer all service rend.ered is insufficient ,to pro­

d.uce a reasonable return on tho fair value of the preperty and. ask 

tb.~t tho base rate be raise~ to' $1.25 '~th a~ditional rates tor tne 

vilrieus classes of service and. water use. 

A ~ub1io hearing on this application was oon~ucted by 

Examiner EandfarB. at RcIinerv-ille, notice b.avillg been given t.o all 

for o.eei:::ion. 
The ~recent OVlnerz purcha3e~ the system from one Coraelia 

2ugbee, the transter having oean dul~ a~therizo~ by this Commission 

oy its 'Decisien No. l2074, elated. May 12? 1923. A.t the time of 

aoq:u.isition by the :present ew:nerc, this system wa.s in very poor 



conc.ition but zince tb.at time it b.as been :Largely rebuilt a.nd ad­

~ition~ raeilities ~~ oxtensions have been furnished. The owners 

teot1tied that tney' intend to continue the re~lacement of the re­

~aining structures of tb.e ol~ system as fast as t~eir financial 

ability will ~ormit until the system is ~laced in first-class con­

~ition throughout. 

Th.e water supl'ly is dra.wn trom three groups of sI:W.ll Sljrings 

located southe~ly and easterly trom the town~ by means ot gathering 

~ines o.nd. passed. into coUecting boxes and tankS, trom wnicb. it is 

transmitte~ by gravity a distance of ap~roximately one-hal~ mile into 

'~wo storage tanks. located at the e~stern ed.ge of the town.Distribution 

:~ro:n th.e tanks i3 mad.e 'by gravity to the conS'\l!l\ors. In addit.ion to 

~~he gravity SUD:91y from the s!>rings~ 0. ground water source b.3.$ been 

<teveloped by means ot: a well o.nd purn:ping l=llo.nt tor emergency use in 

ease ot a season ot excessive drought. The system contains a:pproxi-

mately 22,000 feot of ::tanc.a.rd screw :pipe, ranging in size trom 3 

inches to ~/2-inch in diameter. All ~ipe lines lai~ by the ~resent 

owners ~re galvanized. On October 1, 1927,'there were 105 servioe 

connections, of which 85 were active. The present rate in effect on 

this s,ystec is $:L.OO ~er month per consumer tor all servioe re~dered. 

This rate hasoeen in effeot for a great number ot years and. ha.s 

never been establishe~ by this Commission. 

The books and. records of this utility are tragmontar.1 and 

incom,lete and do not reflect the total cost of the ca~ital in-

vested. or tb.e costs of oJ;lcration and. maintenCJ:l.ce. No inventory 

or ap!)raisement of the :pro~rties was submitted. by al'plic3Jlts otb.er 

than the general allegations set out in the petition filed with 

the Commission. P~. Harroun, one o~ the Comm1ssion Ts engineers, 

~rosented. a ~port in which tne estimatod original cost of the 

system w~s found to be ~4,734., as of October 1, 1927, with a 

corresponding ~epreciation annuity of ~456., computed by the 

sinking fund. method. ~t 5%. Tho report also estimates the annual 

operating and. maintenance expon~es tor the imme~iate future to be 

$825., o.nd sb.o·::s the ::l.veraee o.nnuaJ. gross inoome for the pa.st 



::'s somc';;~a:~ unbalo.nced 8.r'.cl cl00S :lot 1':-01'0:::-1'1 covel' the cle:J.o.nds 01" 

tl'l8 vc.r::'ou3 c1a.sscs or :::e:::-vicc UpO!1 th::'s system. ~he rates csta."v-

use C,::lC: to prevont, in!~,o:rar us J?os::;i~10) u::ldor flat ra'..;es, discrim-

ina'~ion "'tSD.inst '~h0 v(l1'ious claszes or ::;ol"vice demands. 
.~ . ., 
· .. .0.::..1.0 

do not c:::pect ·~o :i..l1sto.l1 Aetcrs a:~ t~c :')1'0:::0 nt ti:!le b~cu'J.se of J~~o 

:-'1no.:1c1a::' conilit1on 0:C' '~Z:.e;; ut11iJ~~~. 

'::o'J.lcl serio!)'sl,. ho.:nclico.::t continucC. opo:'o. t::'on or J~:1e system.. It 

-:;:101'of'o1'c .::;ec:as adv:L:;a.'blo to l)erm:j.:~ this util:i. ty) 'J.ndel' e:-::istinz 

co.-..Coi tio::l.s, to roq1l:i.re those consu .. :'llcrs ';Vho c'e.::; ire ::uctcrcc:. :3(;lr~::i..ce 



~\.t the ex~r0::n.e of' c. :OCC 
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'0; 8::.i<.l ~·;illia..'1l J0~;SG~ ::mG. Ol:i.vc JC!3scn for woter <.lel:i. ~.rcrea. to 

foresoin~ findinz o~ fact o.ncl 'J.pon the 

",,0'.,., .. '~"'''~''''C'''''' ,,,1,iO .... """'-c ","",,"""J.~.~ vlwl ...... _" ... ""w ....... , ""-' .;.. v ... 

be a~Q they are ~c~cby direc~c~ ~o rile 
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3. ':'-"~o.i i '"· ... o'~c ... 0'" "'1.0'0':" ~ ......... t.,I V .4 r.J .. "'''' • .., 

':"~<lj:~io:lc.l for f'~~u~il~· 
so-me 

. . ., .... 
........... 

., ~ " ...... "'" . J...L I J. •• .:: 

floor 
on 

:"''1.:"::;0 :;to:'ec 8.::<1 ';i·ar-e:10".lSe:::, .:lcco=C.in~ ·~o u:;e 
of water •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
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C ,... J. 0::") ' .... eo. ... ,... ~"'I'"'.~ ,. ~1)' " 
'tJ v~""'.L. .... ...,~.-I .... j·:.!J. vt:"J, 
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3c..=:'u:- ~:lOl)=:;, -':0-: ~ :'..:: ... .slc C:lC.::= ••••••••••••• 
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:?u.'bl.ic :~l:z) C:1Ul~C::C:J) C :\.lJ:J or loc-.,sc 
=oo:~s, <~tc. • • • ., • • .. • • • • ., • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • .., • • 

....... . ., ............ . 
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2 .00 ·~o 5.00 
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1.25 
1.00 

g. ~""'~h:3.t ion : ::20::- ::"rr :tea. tion 0 f: lavme o.no. 
So.:-a.(;:n.:; 111 cor~n.0dtion wi'~~ clOllezt:i.c u.sc, :::0:::-
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C;IlC:. :::c.unro ::c..r0. o.0·~uUl:y irrigatecl •••••••• 1/4 ce::::t 
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"J.zc, l?er sc:u~rc: :~OJ:.·cl 0:[' zU:-:'::cc (;;\c"'i:ually 
i:'::oiS::lt0d ••• 0.' ................... ·0.0. • • • • • • • 1/2 cen'l;, 

:.:i::c c ~.l~neo t:::;: 
.;~to::: for slo.c:dns litle, l)er '.)0.1":::01 of 
::'0::, c.'!.o.mpo!linz :)rick, 1)3l" 1000 "O:,ic~cs 
:20::' cc:·c.on~~ ~york) .~)or ';:l::u"'rel or ccrJ.l;)nt 

~v= -::>:,tblic :1.::;0: 

••• .......... . " ..... . 
.20 
.10 
.15 

..ro:;- $C 11001s, s'~=Qe\i ;;;.::?rir ... :~~:i.:.1e) o·~c. 1 "Jy 
z:;ccial .'J.r:"~nscm8n·~ -::1';;:: :·lini:n:'J.~: c:1c..rze ••••• 1.25 

:?o= 
?o:, 
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:.>/S-ir~c:1 ::'l!2)~~e~ 
.. .. 1.50 · ................ . . . ... 

Z!4-inc:1 :·~:ctoll't · .................. .... 2.00 

::'-il1C:l ;llC~0= • ............... til •••••• 3.00 

Zo.ch ;J-:: '~:1e :::'or0S0:1.ne; If.:.ion:~:lly :.!in:i.:m.tUr.. 
C:-l::,:::.".sO~1f ';;:'11 c:l~i·.;lc the COll::;U::ler to 
t:1.<;: c.utln:~:Z:~~:· o~ ~l~tcr 1Y~lich ·~!'lc.t l",1:lni:u.u:::. 
·"'o",·I.~~~'(r C"~'I'(t'-" '\"..1."11 '(lurC~·o."'c'::;.~ .~~,", ...... .;. .... \,;"" ... ,J .... v. .... ""'" ".. ... ... W w \-'J..i.\oII 

~ol:.o\';:~n::;; rt1rO:lthly ~'U.al1ti·!;y 2u'ces. M' 

-5-



.".. Montb.ly Quant.ity Ra.tes: 

o t~ 600 ~b1e ~eet~'per 100 euo1e teat • • • 
Next J.2OO., o:uh1c :teet, ~er 100 eubie :teet. • • 
OVer 1800 eQb1c ~&&t. per 100 cubic :teet. • • 

$0.25 
, .20 

.15 

Matera ms:s: be installed. 01 tb.er at the o:pt1on 
o~ the ut1l.ity or the cona'Umer. I:C' requested. 
b~ eonaumer. d.eposit must be ma.d.e, by such 
consum.er- -a:pon application. as tollarm: 

5/Sx 3!~ inch meter. • • • 
3/4 ineb. meter • • • • 

1 inch meter • • • • 

$l5.00 
25.00 

35.00 

Above de:pos1ts to be· ref'und.o~ to the cons:amer 
bY' "Il8J ot: crecUt. on monthly' 'water bUls to the 
e:rt&nt of' twenty (20} per cent tl:l.&reof', until 
entire d.eposit. is r~d.ed.. 

IT IS m:REB.Y .:'O~ OlmE.RE:D that William Jessen ~ 

Olive Jessen be and. they a.re h.ereby directed. to tUe with this 

Comm.1ss1on, within thirty (30) days f'rOm th.o date of' this order. 

rules and. regulat ions govern1l:lg service to their COllS'tmters. sa1d. 

rules and. reguJ.a.t1ons to become, eUeet1ve ~on th.eir a.eee;ptance 

:tor f'1l~ bY' th.e COmmission. 

For all other pu:r:poses th.e effective d&to of this ord.er 

shall be twentr (20) d.a.ys ~ and. a.:Ct.er th.e date' hereof'. 
. lC' 

l>a.ted. a.t. San F.raneiseo. c:a.11!orn1a.. th1s 1(, day 

of' 9J ~~.·1927. 

!Jfu~ .... 
-';> 
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