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'BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
Southern Paoific Company, Los Angeles
& Salt Lake Raflroad Company and
Pacific Fruit Express Company for per-
mission to maintain and construct ilcing
platforms with impaired clearances.

Application Noe 1401l.
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Ee Jeo Foulds and E. We EObbs’ by
E. W. Eobbs, for all Applicants..

T. T. Jackson, for Los Angeles and
Salt Lake Railroad Compary, Appllicant.

Be Se Crittenden, for Railrcad Brother-
hoods and Orders, Protestantse.

Harry See, tor vhe Brotherhood of Railroad
Trainmen and Order of Railroad Conductors,
Protestants. '

Ge Fa Irvine, for Brotherhoods of Railroad
Exgineexrs and Firemen, respsotively,
Protestantse

CARR, COMMISSIONER:
OPINIOX

This is an epplication of Southern Pacifisc Cdmpany,
Lbs Angeleé and Salt Lake Railroad Cdmpany and Raocifie Fruit
'Exyress Company, seeking permission to comnstruot and meintain
i1cing platforms with less side clearance than that presoribed
in this Commission®s Cezersl Order No: 26~Ce Public hearings
_ were held fn'tais matter in San Francisco on Octoder 7th; |
'ﬁﬁovember 4th and November 8th, 1éz7.
In this Commission®s former General Order No. 26=4,

-l.




preseribing legal clearances for structures adjacent to tracks,

sjddial provision was mede ror icing platforms (Item 6 of Table

1, Section 2), as the icing of refrigerator 0ars was oénsi&or—

ed as a special operation, whioch provision realds as follows:
The minimum clearance between the centsr line

of a stancard gauge track and icing platforms at
elevation not less than 11Y O" above top of rail,

provided suitadle warning signs skall be maintain-
od, (this clearsncoe not permitted adjacent to main
line, drill or Important switching lead traoka)
shall be six feet six inches (6% 6").

Also, the Commissiom, Dy letter dated August 31, 1916,
when General Order 26 was in effect, informally granted Pacific
Fruit Express Company, one of the applicants herein, pormiaaion
to maintain and comstruct lcing platforms wzth a minimum ‘s8ide.
clearance of six (6]} ‘feet and eight (8) inches from the oenter
line of the track an@ in Decision No. 3621 formally dismissed
Application No. 2391, seeking such permiasion, on the ground
that the matter had been teken care of informelly. Xt appears

| that most of the icing platforms hexetofore oonstructed and, -

now maintained and operated by appliocants fail to meet the

: general side clearance reguirements for othex atructnxes, as

. ast forth in Section 2 (a) of this Commisaion‘s General 0:&0:

Xo. 26~C now Iin effeoct.

Gensral Ordexr No. 26=3 (eftactivo Jaxuary 1st, 1927)
414 not provide any special olearance exemption for ioing plaxu
forms. 4t sz engineering conference held prior to the drafting
of Genexal Order No. 26-C {effeotive April lst, 1927), at whioh:

12:0 COmmission‘s Engineering Depertment Was representeo., 1t Y3

agresd thax any apecial olearanoos for icing platforms wonla be

taken ocars of by subsequent formal proceedings and, thereforq,




nd'qxsmption was made in this General Order speocifically re=-

lating to loing platformse In acobrdanoe‘with the above verw
bal sgreement, the pending application was filed with the
Sommission on Awgust 19th, 1927,

Applicants contend that 1cing plattorms construoted
with the minimum clearance o six (6) fest eight (8) inches
do not present a serious hazard to trainmon in'the operation
of trains on anacont tracks supported by acci&ent records;
that If a side clearance of 8' 67 is required for foing plate
forms, it will iIncrease the c&st‘orfoperationg as well as the
hazaxrd fo the enmployees exngaged in loing cars; that {t'is"a
great conveaience to use the icing tracks for other purposes
than for the operation of ilcing cars; and, that it would'mean'
& hardship to the company if the use of such tragks were Tow
stricted to ifcing operation, onmly.

Vitnesses for the railroad employees® organizations,
' protestants to the granting of this application, urged that
“Lding platforms constructed with less then eight (8) feet,
s1x (6) inck sfde clearances, preaeni a serious hazard to traine
non; and maks it more 4ifficult for them to perform their
duties in the handling of trains on such tracks; that tracks
adjacent to icing platforms are oommonly.use& for othexr pur~
poses than the Loimg of cars, such as for switching and stor-
age purposes; that a regulation, restricting the use of the
1oing tracks, would be diffiocult to enforce; and that, in their
opinfon, future extension or new construction of icing plat- ’
forms should conrorm to clearances as prescribed in General
Crder Noe 26=Ca

From the recofﬁa; 1t appears that by restricting the
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wse of tracks adjlacent to loing platforms solely to the opera=
tion of icing ocars, the construction and operation ot ioing
platrorms with a minimum side clearance of 3ix (6) feet eight
(8) inches will not present an wnduly serious hazard to the
trainmen, provided suoch atruotures are properly illuminated,
if any operation is performed on such tracks at night, and
that the reduction in hazard to tne‘trginmen‘tnat'woﬁ1¢‘r9~
aﬁlt Trom increasing the side clearance to eight (8) feet,
six (6) inckes for this partioular operation doesnpét offset
the added hazard to other empioyees engaged in the operation
of loing the cars and the conrenience and eoonomy in such

opcration.

The following form of order i3 recommended:

Southern Pacific Company, Los Angeles and Salt Lake
Railroaa Company axd Pecific Frult E:press COmpany, having made
application for authority to maintain and construct 1oing plax-
rorms at clearances less than those preserided in the COmmia-
sion's General Order No. 26=C, public hearings having boen .
hnl& the Commission being apprised of the facts, the m&ttor |
being undexr sudbmission and resdy for decision, therefore,

IT IS ESREBY ORDERED that the ebove entitled éppli-
cation be and it is neroby grantod, subjeot to the oonditions
hereinafter 39001110&.

(1) Said ieing platrorms may be constructed, operatod
and mafntained substantially in acocordance with the plans sub-
mitted In this proceeding and marked "Pacific Frait Express
COmpany's Standard Teing Platforms," provided, ‘that the side
' oloarances of aai& platrorms shall not be less than six (6)
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Leet eight (8) inches from the center line of adjacent tracks,
and proviaed;'ruxtber, that tracks adjacent to said icing B

platforms shall be wsed solely for the icing of cars.e If
tracks adjacent to iloing platrdrms are to be used for aﬁy
other operation than the icing of cars, the icing platforms
sha;l be comstructed, operated and maintained with side
dloarﬁnces of not less than eight (8) feet six {6} inchos.

The amthority herein granted shall become etreotivc
on The date hexeols

The Zoregoing Opinion and Order are hereby. approved

and ordered f£ile& as ths Opinion and Oxder of The Railroaa
COmmission of the State of Californis.
Dateld at San Franoisco, California, this é&~3 “J\

tay ot Ticeete / 19?
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Commissioners.




