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BEZFORE TEE RAILRCAD COLLISSICK OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Iz the Matter of the Istablishment

of regulations governing the £4iling
witk thae Railroald Commission of re=-
ports of accidexnts by onerators of

automotive passenger stages.

Case 2415,
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Moxrrison, Hohfeld, Foerster, Shumar & Clark
(by Coolidge Xreis) for San Diego Elec~
tric Railwaye !

Zarl A. Bagby for California Transii Company;
GoLder Gate Stages, and W. Z. Travis, -
2reosident of lotor Carriers Association,

C. Z¢ Brown, for Napa Valley Bus Company.

Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison, by F. S. Ridhard.s,
for Yosemite Park & Curxy Co. and Xey
Sysverm Transit Company.

ibdson, Duan & Crutcher (vy Pawl R. Watkins,) .
for Los Angeles Rallway Company. o

de Do Turmer, for 2acific Slectirle Raiiwey Com=
pany and los Angeles lbtor Bus Compauy,

Ze We Rogaz, for Deniasula Rapid Transit Company.

CARR, COIISSIONER:
OPINTION

This is an iavestigation on the Commission's ovIL MO=
tioz into the reasonadleress and proper practice in '&};e mtier | _
or the establishment of regulations by general order Lorthe £ile
ing with this Comnission of xeports of accidents by operators of
antonmotive passenger stages. '

L A pgbﬂ.c hearing was held in the Couri Room of *ze Come=

mission oz October 18, 1927, at which time the mutter was taiken
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wander submlssion.

The motor carriers urged, at the hearing, that physice

al conditions in regerd to accldents resulting from the operation
o2 motor stages and busses were zaterially dirfcfcnt‘from those
occurring at railroads, which &ifference in conditignsFrenﬁered
tﬁe izmediate revorilng of accidents by stage cohpgnies less nécos-
sary vhen the reporting of accidents by railroad companies, as re-
quired by the Commission¥s General Order Noo 22 and Supplement
No. 1 thereto. Xotor stage or bus operation is generallyfbonduct-
el along heavily traveled main highways ox streets in compaﬂy:ﬁith‘
211 other highway and street traffic, whereas railrba¢3'generailyf
opeéate on privately owned right of way with only their own traf-
fie, except at highway 1ntcrsection§.

This twraffic condition on aighways results in meny ac-
cidents beyond the control of the motor stage or bus drivers aﬁd -
‘the responsidility for accidents is often not determined umtil

| Judgnent 1s rendered by o Court, The amount of treffic on mein

nighweys is generally 5o demse a§ %0 Tequile the immedigte Pge

moval of adiszadled vehicles Ifrom the exact location of the accie
dent, therefore the Commission could not hope to obiairn much
first-hand information on the ground In most ceses, when it is
consléered that the Commissiorn has not sufficient inspectors to
" immediately investigate all sccidents when notifieds In the cass
of & railroed acclident, especlally of onc of any material impore
tance, the physicel conditions ere not uswally corrected for &
ngumber of hours, which permits of a study ¢of the causes léading up
to the accldent, |

Also railroad compenies orteg_hold "Boards of Inguiryn
on accidents whereas sutomotive stage boﬁpanies 4¢ not,.

Several of ‘the ctage companies expressedoncern as to.

—2—




the 1iability of roports on sccidents of a confidential nature bee

ing allowed to pass into the hands of unsutborized partiess buf

this condition is amply protected by Section 28 of the Public

Utilities Acte

Due consideration of the record adduced at_the public
hearing held October 18, 1927, leads to the conclusions that tele-
graphic advice to the Commission of sccidents should only be rew
quiré& in aceidents where death or Serious injury occur, that monthe
1y reports should be made to the Commission covering any ahd all
claszes of accidents thet may be required and im such form as th§
commission may from time %o tim@ prescride. |

The f£ollowing form of order is recommended:

ORDER

An irvestigation having been instituted on the Commissionts
~own motion into the reasorableness and proper prgétice in the matter
of the establishment of regulations by geonersl oxder of the filing
with this Commission of reports of sccidents by operators of autow
motive passenger stages, and the matter being under submission and
ready for decisions

mhe. Railrosd Commission of the State of California herebdy
finds a8 a fact that certain rules and regulations governing the
£iling with this Commission of reporte of accidents vy 0porataré ot
automotive passenger stages, as prescribed in this Commicsion’s Gen=
oral Order Noe 8L, are ressonable, just and necessary for tho'pnblic
heslth and safety. Besing its order on the above findings of facts

IT IS ESREBY ORDERED that from and after the effective

date of this order, regulations attached hereto shall gpply to the
£1ling with this Commission of reports of certain accideﬁta ocour~

ring in conmection with the operation of automotive passengexr




stages. Said regulations.snall de known a5 General Order No. 8l. -
: ’

The elfective date of this oxder chall be_ Jam, 18th. o,

1928,
The Loregoing COpinion cnd Order are herebyKapprOVQd and
ordered filed as the Opinion axud Order of she Railrdad,Commission'
ol the Stote of Califomia.
Dated at Sax Pranc¢isco, Californie, this 25344L day of

&M&, , 1927,

| gw&@{///} Y
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RAIILROAD COMMISSION OF THI STATZ OF CALIFORNIA.

Regulations Goveraing Reports of sccidents of
Aubomotive Pzcsenger Stages.
Tssuel by the Railroad Commiszsion of tne State
of Caiifornia iIn pursuence with Section 44 of the Public Ttilitles
Aet.
Apprdvedgkcm“ég‘ 22 ,1927. Effectiv%j;£44-z-a» /" ,1928.

Accidents Due to the Operation of Automotive
Passenger Steges.

1. Revorts by Telezranhk or Televnlione.

The ovmer or operabtor of any aubtomotive passenger slage
involved in any accident resuliing in dests or serious injury to
any person or persouns shall inmediately notify the Rallroed Commis-
sior by telegraph or telepanone and provide the followling informas

fon: Mhe date, time, place and nature of the accident; the number
of persons killed or sericusly lzjfured. Notice shall be given to
e Roilwrocd Commission sufficlently in advamee of %he time and
place of any investigation or heoring, i any ic held, 2% which tes~
timony ox» statemends of employees or witmesses will be uakeﬁ, to
enable the Commission; or Its autzorized employees, To attend.

2. 2L “ten Renoris.

mhe owner or operator of any zutomotive passengex stag
skel also provide tze Commission with monthly zreports,in writing,
of 211 aceidents irn which o POrson or PEXrSOns aIC killed or serlouse

1y injured; ond if, In the future, it iz fouxmd desirable to have

montnly reports f£iled of ovher clazses of accidendts, tho motor ocaxr-i

riers shell file such reports upon re recuest of this Commission.
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2id reports shall ve £iled not later than the Lifth

day of the nmontz and shall contalin the Iollowing information in
full for each acclidenv reported:
1. Yame of carrier operating dus or stage.
2. Date of accldent and time of day or night.
3. Tocabtion of zccidexnt. 4t or mear whal
Town or City, County.
4o RO on wilich aceident occurs, direction
2 %rovel ond cpproximate distance from town or
ity named in 3. o
5 eother conditionz und coxndition of road.
Sa Speed of chage.
7« Zctimated duncge o sudge.
S8e INumber of personc killed or Injured (zhowing
whetluecr passenger, ecuployee, eic). . -
9. ZIEctinmeted tinme ol
10. Tabure and couses

attending accldense
1la Jome and title of officer sending repoxt.




