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Decision No~ • 

3ZFORE ~BZ RAILRCAD C01ESS!OZ~ OF TEE STATE OF CA.Ln'ORNIA.. 

) 
In the Matter ot the Establishment ) 
of regulations governing the tiling ) 
with the Railroa~ Commission of re- ) 
ports of accidents by operators of ) 
a~tomot1ve passenger stages. ) 

---------------------------} 
Morrison, :C:ohteld, Foerster, Shuman & Clark 

(by Coolidge Kreis) tor San Diego Elec-
tric P..o.ilway. 

Earl ~. Bagby tor California Transit Coml'&UY; 
Go 1 del:. Gate Stages, and VI. Z. TraVis, , 
?resident ot Motor Carriers Association. 

C.: Z. Ero • .u, tor Napa Valley Bus Comp3llY. 

:Brob~ck, ?hJ.eger & E2.rr-lsOll, by F. S. Rich.s.rds, 
tor Yosemite Park & Curry Co~ a.:l.d :-Cey 
Sy~~em Transit Company. 

Gibson, Du.n:l. & Crutcher (by ?a\ll R. Watkins,) 
tor Los lng~les Rs.ilW'3.Y Company. . ,~~ 

2. D. :rur.:.er. to:::' ?ac:i.i'ic Elec·~.rio Railway Com-
ptJJly a::.d :;:,01:). Angele s. Motor Bus CO!!lPSAY. 

:-!. W. Roga.l:., 'tor ?eLl.~sula. Rapid Transit Com~a.ny. 

CARR, cO~~rrSSIOh~R: 

OPINION -------

This is an ~estlsat10n on the Commission's own mo-

tio::. into the rea.sonableness and. pro:per pr=l.ctice in the IIl:ltter 

or the establishment ot :'egul'a.tions by general oJ:'der :£~rthe til-

ing wi tb. this Cor:mission ot reports of e.ccidents by o:p~rator~ 01: 

automotive :p::.ssenger stages • 
. ~ 

" .,. - ., 1IWo' .. .ilc;l":', 

.A. :public hearing 'W9.S held in the Cour:i; Roo:n ot ~ Com-
\1·' " 

mission on Octobe:- 18 t 1927 t at whioh title the m~tter was taken 
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undor submission. 

The ::notor c;3,rriers urged, at the hearing, that :phys1c-

s.l conditions in rega....rd. to a.ccidents resul tine trom the operation 

o~ motor stages and busses were materially di~erent from those 

occurring at railroa.ds. whioh d1tterenee in conditions ""rendered 

the 1mmetia to report1ng ot aeciden.ts 'by stage comp,a.:l1.es ~ess nec{ts-

sar.y than the reporting of accidents 'by railroad companies, as re-

quired by tho Comc1ss1on's General Order No. 22 and SUpplement 

No. 1 ~ereto. MOtor stage or 'bus operation is generally ~onduet­

ed alo::g heavily traveled. main highways or streets in eOtllpa.J:l.y' "111 th 
a1~ other highway and street tra.1't1c,. vlhereas railroa.ds generally' 

operate on pr1vately owned right ot way with only their own tl"at-

tic, exoept at highway intersections. 

This t.rafiic conCi tiol:!. on highways results in ntanY' a.c- . 

c1dents beyond the control of the motor stage or bus drivers and 

tho responsibility tor acc1dents 1s otten not determined until 

Ju~ent is rendered. by e. Court. Tho amount of tratfic on main 

moval o~ disabled voh1eles ~rom tho ~xaet ~eat1on o~ tho aee~-

dent, therefore the Commission could not ho~e to obtain mnoh 
1:1rst-band intorma. t10n on the ground. in most eases, when it is 

consid.ered that the Com.:liSSi011 has not s~o1cnt inspectors to 

. i~ed1at~ly investigate all aceidents when ncti~ie~ !n the case 

o! a railroad acc1~ent, especially of one ot any material impor-

tance. the physical conditions are not usually oorrectcdror a 

number of hot:.rs, wh1ch permits ot a. study ot the ca'O.Ses leading up 

to the accident. 

Also railroad. comp&nies o;ct-e:;. hc~ld nBoards of !nqu1ryn 

on acoidents whereas antomotive stage oom~la.nies "do not. 
I Several o~' the ::tage companies e:x:pressed'Ooncern as to 
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the liability of reports on accidents of a confidential nature be-

ing allowed to pass into the hands of unauthorized parties; but 

this condition is ~~ly protected by Section 28 of the Pub110 

Utilities Act~ 

Due cone1derat1on of the reoord adduced at the publ10 

hearing held October 18; 1927, leads to the conclusions that tele-

gra~h1c advice :0 the CommisSion of acoidents should only be r~ 

qUired in accidents where death or serious injur,y occur. that mont~ 

ly reports should be made to the Commission covering any and all 

classes of accidents that may be required and in such form as the 

Commission may from time to time prescribe. 

~he following form of order is recommended: 

ORDER -----
An investigation having been instituted on the CommiBs1on'e 

own motion into the reasonableness and proper practice in the matter 

of the establishment of regulations by general order of the filing 

with this Commission of reports of accidents by oper~tor8 of auto-

motive passenger 8tages~ and the matter being under submiss10n aDd 

ready for decision; 
The. Ra1lroad Commission of the state of California hereby 

finds as a fact that certain rules and regulations governing the 

filing with this Commission of reports of aCCidents by operatare of 

automotive passenger stages. as prescribed in this Como1eeionYe Gen-

eral Order ~o. 81~ are re$sonable. just aDd neaes8a~ for the ~ub21c 

health and safety. BaSing its order on the above findings of taot~ 

IT IS HEREBY ORDE?XD that from and after the effeotive 

date of this order, regulations attaohed hereto shall apply to the 

filing with this Commission of reports of oerta1n aocidents ocour-
ring tn aonneot1on with the operation of automotive passenger 
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stc.ges. said. reeulo.tions .shc.ll be knO'lln a.s General Order No. 81. "" 

The e!!ective d~te of this order shall be __ ~~~~~'_>1~5~t~b~~ ___ ~ 

" ' -The toro eo ine o~ ini on o.nd Order art;;: :a.~re by 'a.p provect and 

ordered ~iled ~s the Opinion ~~ Or~er ot the Railro~~, Coomission" 

Do.ted at S~ Frc.nc isco, Ce..liforn1~, this 2--'.3~ "-o.y o~ 

__ ~...;;;..;,;;;;;..;::~~~~_" ____ , 1927. 

r ./ 
00:.1.::11 S s i one rc • 
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&ULROAD COM!.aSSION OF T:.!Z ST.;\.TZ OF CAr.!poror!A. 

Regul~tions Governing Re~orts ot ~cci~ents of 
Automotive ?azconeer st~es. 

Issue~ by the R~il~ea~ Commission of the state 
ot California in ~~3uancC vath Section 44 of the Public utilities 

,A,et. 

~proved ¥k cw.k,. ,,~ ,l927. :;:t1'e eti v~.,..,.......... /4 .- ,l9 28' • 
... '\ccicients Duo to the Operation of A~tom.ot;Je 

?s.ssenser Stage s. 

1. ~e~orts by Tcle~~nh O~ Tele~hone. 

The o":r=..er or opere-tor ot r:..ny automotive IJ::l.ssenger stage 

involvea in ~y aceident resulting in de~th or ~erieus injury to 

:;..ny person. or :p~~sons chal1 immedia.tely notify the Railroad Co~s­

sion by tclogro.!,h. O~ telephone o.:nc1. provid.e the f'ollo7i1ng infor'!1la-:-

tien: ~he dc.te, time. ~~c.ce &n~ nature of the aCCident; the ~umber 

ot ~ersons killed or seriously injured.. Notice shall be given to 

the RailrocQ Co~~ssion sufficiently in a~v~ce of the time arid 

~laee of any inve~tigation or he~ing, if any i~ held, at which te~ 

tim?ny o~ statements of em~loyoos or vntnesses irlll be taken, to 

e~ole the Commission, or its authorized employees, to attena. 

2. ~~!tten Re~orts. 

~he ~er or o~crator of any uutomotive ~azsengor stage 

shal also previae t~e Coenission with monthly rc~orto.in Vlrit~. 
or ~ll aCCidents i:c vlm.ch 2. ~ol"son or perso:l.s are kllleli or serious-
ly injuro~; ~~ ir, in the ~ture, it 10 ~oun~ des1r~ble to have 

montbly ro!,o:-ts tiled. ot other classes of acciClentz t tho motor oar;..::' 

r1ers shall tile such re~orts u~on re~uest of this Commission. 
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So.ic. rej;)o~s ::;ho.ll be !ilecl :lot later tho.n the fifth 

~~y of the oont~ and sh~ll contain the !ollowing intoro~tion ~ 

~l !or each aocident reported: 

~. ~~oe o~ c~rrier operatlns ous or sto.ge. 

2. :>c. to of c..cC1c.ellt una. t ir::.e of d.:lY or night. 

z. Location ot :::'ccident. i .. t 0: near what 
- ,...... c .... '.:,:own or .... ::. wy, ou.uwy. 

~.i:. Roo.d 0::' v~::ich :::.ccidont occu.rs, d!.rec·~ ion 

5. ·.1o~ther condition:: :il.nd. oond.ition ot roo.d.. 

s. Number of ~er::;onz killed or inju--e~ (~howing 

attendinS acc1de~. 
ll. :rc.:e ana. t1 tle ot o!!!.oer sending rej?ort. 


