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BEFORE TERE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application
of Rovert Gallegos for authority
t0 discontinue service of water
at Mission San Jose, California.

Application No. 14108.
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Myron Earris & Leo Sullivan,
by R.J. Darter, for Applicant.

BY THE COMIIISSION:
O2INION

'This is an application by Robert Gallegos to discon-
tinue the operation of 2 small public utllity walter gystem owned
and operated by him and supplying water to consumers at lMission
San Jose, in Alameda County. ‘

The application alleges in effect that applicant formexr-
1y operated the pudlic utility water system serving the town of
Mission San Jose, Alameda County; thdt sald sexrvice was operated
by applicant wntil the twentiethr dey of Decembexr, 1924, at which
time the sald water system was transferred to Telles Brothers
water Company by authority of the Rallroad Commission; that, as
an accommodation, applicant continuved to serve Lfive of his neigha
bors who were bdeing supplied with water from & separate pipe line
~on the Yiles Road; and that four of said consumers are yaying a
flat rate of $1.50 per month and one consumer ic payinz a flat
rate of 32.5C per month for the use of water. It is further

alleged that the returns for the service rendercd are insufficient
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to reimdburse applicant for the time and effort required to main-
tain the service. The applicant therefore asks the Railroad
Commission to authorize the discontinuvance of thls service and
to be rclieved from kis public utility odligatiouns.

A public hearing iz this matter was held before
Ixaminer Cannon at Mission San Jose, Alameda County, on November 1,
1927, after all interested parties had been notified and givern
an opportunity to appear and be heard.

The Misslon San Jose water system was originslly in-
stalled about 1869 and came Into possession of Juan Callegos,
father of applicant, in 1880. Water was suppliéa from three
springs on the Gallegos provexty, delivery belng made by gravity.
About the year 1900, the Pacific Gas ard Flectric Company in-
stalled a sub-station on the highway near Mission San Jose and
laid adout 3200 feet of 2-ineck S.S. pipe to the Gallegos system
in order to secure wavter service. Subsequent 1o the abandomment
0of the sub-station some years later, Gallegos continued to serve
certain additional consumers who in the meantime had bYeen con-
nected To his line.

The evidence shows that within the area in which
applicant’s present consumers reside the wndexground formation
is such that it is extremely difficult to obtain adequate water
for household and domestie purposes from well sources, except
at a practically prohibvitive expense. The water supply Lfor the
Telles 3rothers Water Compeny is now insufficient to supply the
demands of its present patrons and for this reason applicant's
consumers cannot ve served from this source. There is then no
source of water avalladle to these five consumers other than

that now received. At the time applicant was authorized o sell

his Mission San Jose system, he retained without authority the
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five consumers he it now serving. To auvthorize the discontinue
ance would leave these cozsumers without an adeguate water suprly
tarovgk no fault of their own.

In view of these circumstances, together with the ade-
ditional fact thet the evidence shows that applicant has a large
volume 0oL gravity water available for this service and that the
operations are n0t being condueted at a loss but, on the con-

trazy, are actually earning a reasonable return upon that part

of the investment properly chargeable to the service, it is

clear that the spplicetion should be denled.

Complaint hac been made that'applicant has not at all
times permitied sufficient water to flow into tre pipe lines
supplying his consumers, and applicant on the other hand has in-
sicted that there has been a wasteful use of water. To eliminate
this trouble in the future, spplicent will be expected to take
immediate steps to Install meters for each of his consumers and
to zee to 1t that no obstructions are permitied to interfere
with the free passage of water to hils consumers at all times.

In view of the faect that no schedule of meter rates nas ever
been established for this system, it will be necessary that
applicant, without delay, file foxmal application with this Com-

mission requesting that such a schedule be suthorized.

2QRDER

Robert Gallegos having made application to this Com-
mission Zor authority to discontinmue pudlic wtility water ser-
vice, as entitled above, a public hearing naving been held

thereon, the matter having been sudmitted and the Commisgion




veing now fully advised in the premises,
| IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled appkica-
tion be and the same is hereby denied.

The effectlive date ol this order chall be twenty (20)
deys from and after the date hexreof.

Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this >3 Z-J\day
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