Decision No. /f/7?

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TiE STA

In tne Matter of the Application of the
BOLRD OF SUPERVISORS OF XERN COUNTY for
an order auwthorizing the conmstructlon of

2 crossing by the County of Xern over the
sracks of %he Soutkern Pacific Company at
the point of intersectiod of the northerly
oxtonsion of H Street and the right ol
way of the Southern Paciflic Company.
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. Ae Mo Ginn, Deputy District Atiorney,
for Applicante.

H. W. Hobbs, for Southerm Pacific Company.

BY TEE COMMISSION -

O P I X I O N

The 3oard of Supervisors of Xern County has petitioned
+he Roilroad Commission for an order aushorizing the construction
of "EM" Strect at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific

Companys The proposed crossing is located near the intersection

of 34th Street, exfended west, and lies immediately north of the

north houndary Ling of Bakersfield, Kern County,talifornia,

A public hearing on this application was conduotod by

Sxaminor Handford at Bakoxrsfioeld at whiech time the matter was duly
stonitted for decision.

»g"  Street runs perallel with Chester Lvenue, the main
nomth and sowth highway of the City of Bakersfield, and is located
two blocks west thereof. It L5 now improved as far north as 28th
Street. Chester Avenue crosses the tracks of Southern Pacific
Compeny at 32nd Street and connects at 34th Strect with the State
Highway which cxtends north through the San Joaguin Telley. &1

‘he above ic shown by the map, Exhibit No.l, filed in this proceedinge. -




The Xern County Fair Grounds are located west of Chester
Avenue and north of the railroad tracks. Chester .dvonue alfords
the only hiﬁhway entrance to this nro;crty. Tt 1s proposed To
extend "H™ Street to the north, theredy nrovidlna anothoer automobile
entrance fo the falr grounds.

it times when no special events are in progress av the Feir
Grounds, the existing crossing at Caester Avenue is ample to ac=
commodate the vehicular trafflec across the railrcead. It appears,
nowever, when the County Fair 1s in progress, covering a pz*;od ol
sbout five days each year, that there is considerable congestion on
Chester .Avenue neer the Fair Grounds, occasioned by through traffic
on %tae higawey and the local traffic turning into and out of the
eir Grounds.  To rolieve this condition the extension of mEm
Street, from Bakersfield across the railroad to the Fair Groﬁnés,
is proposed.

L% the point of proposed erossing, the railroad majntains and
operates four tracks; to-wit, beginning at the most southerly one,
one main line track, one passing track, one ice house srack and
one spur track. Thae respective distances between these vracks are
as follows: 18.2 feet, 14.2 feet and 60 feet. The tracks are On
different levels, the ice track being nearly two feet lower than
the main 1ine and it would be neceszary O raise the passing track
and the ice house track 10 the same elevation as the main line vefore
& desirable crossing could be cons structed. Fusthermore, there 1s
in place a 36=-inech concrete siphon unaer the tracks which would have
to be lengthened. Tuoe total cost, as estimated by the railroad
compeny, of constructing the crossing, including the above mentioned
improvemeats and installing o wig-wag cSiznal, amounts O 53500
Tn addition to the cost of the crossing, it would be neces °ary o
grade anc pave mgr Street Trom 28th Street to the Tair Crounds.

The cost of such work has not been estimated.
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The record shows that during the time the Fair ls in operation,
through traffic from the north can be diverted east and south by way
of 40th Street and Jewett Avenue into Bakersfield. By this route,
the trarfic would cross the railroad at the existing crossing at
" eand 30th Streetse. By the improvement of the "M" Sireet
crossing and diverting of through traffic to 1%, & large dmownt of
the congestion could be avoided. Owing to the Tact that the pro-
posed crossing is only two blocks northwesterly from the Chester
Avenue crossing; that there is an alternate route available to
detour %ralflfic during the time thot the Falr is 1n sesslon; ané that
it would result in a crossing which would be comparatively hazardous
as well as expensive to construct and serving.a useful purposg7gnly
a few days during cach year, we conclude and heredby find as a

fact that publlc convenilence and necessity do not justify the grant-

ing of tiais application.
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The Board of Supervisors of the County of Kern, having nade
application for permisslon to construct & public highway at grade
seross the tracks of Southern Pacific Company &v "E" Street, &
public hearing having boeen held, the matterx haviné becn duly sib-

mittod and the Commlssion boing now fully advised and basing its
order on the finding of fact as sppearing in the foregoing opinion,

I7 IS HEREBY ORDERED that thals application be and vhe same

nereby is denled.

Deted at San Francilseo,California, thls Zé,é% day of

Decomber, 1927. - -',-;,’!n
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