Decision No.

BEFORE THS RAIIROLD COILIISSION OF THE STLTE OF CALIFORNIA.

In thoe lMattexr of <he Application

of the IAKE COUNTY TELEZEONZE

ASSOCIATION for Dermiscsion to Application No. 14128.
Iacreese its Rates for Toll Service.)

BY THS COLLIISSION:
ORDER OF DISMISSAL

Lake County Telephone Association, arplicant in this
proceeding, owns and operates o telephone line connecting its cen-
trel office in Xelseyville with that of lakeport wnd 2lue Lakes
melephone .csociation, in Iake County, Californie. At present, sub-
seribers of gpylicant ney 2o fixed monthly charge which entitles
them t0 *he mwe 02 the inter-office lire reforred to above, at no
edditiongl charge; non-subscribers or occacionmal users of the
inter-office lines, however, ore roguired T0 pay o message CRArge
Tor each conversation tramsmitted over that line. Applicant pro-

17 the messcge or toll chorge alike to all users of

scribers or nom-subscribers.

wridence tukon at ¢ hosring in this proceeding, neld
before Examiner Rowell, in Iakeport on December &, 1927, showed
that subscribers of Ffarmer line telephone associatvions over &
large portion of Luke Courty heve hod the right to use the lines
owned cnd operated by other farmer line agsocictions without
charge othor than that fixed monthly cherge mode for their local
exchange switcnhing privileges. Application of rates as proposed
ohg the Lake County Associstion would affect all such other- -asso-
cistions and +thelr cubseriders who were not perties t0 this pro~-

cecdinge lforeover, to make poscible the application of toll rates
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as proposed to apply to interexchange messages placelby sudbscrid-
ers as well as nonusubscribers; it would be necessary that specisl
1izes be maintained for toll service exdl@sively. The construc-
tion of such lines where not now existing, is s condition prece-
dent to any effective or equitable application of toll chargese

IZ there are any subscridberts telephones on the toll line.such
subscribvers will either have & so-called free long distance ser- ,
vice or ezch such subsqriber's station will be made a toll station,
bota results being inequitadle and iﬁpracticable.

There is no doubt thzat the applicant desires to effect
some 1mpra#ement in the service rendered and believes that a re-
vision in its charges for toll service to be a step in that direc-
tion, 3But it is clear that the public cannot be given anything
approaching efficlient service until all of the comnecting tele-
phone utilities in the Lake County district now providing so-called
free inter-community service join im some précticélfplan for the
improvement of such inter~community service and for the appertion-
ment of the revenues bYetween the various telephone interests. In
& Joint agplication by all of the utilities concerned to fix prop-
er toll rates all interested parties could be heard and rates Lixed
equitadle to alle

For a detter wnderstanding of the problens involved vefer-
ence should be made to Decisions Nos. 13630 (23 c.R.c.eoi); 1263%
(23 C.R.C.907) and 14871 (26 C.R.C.391).

| IT IS EREBY ORDERED thet the application be and 1t is

hereby dismissed without prejudice.

Dated 2t San Frexncisco, California, thi

| M , 1927‘2.’




