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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Maotter of the Applicatiom of )
AYRES~-WETTESIDE TRANSPORTATION COMPANY, )
a co-pertnership, for a certificate of )
public convenience and necessity o op-)
erate vessels for transportation as & )
common caxrier of freignt for compen- )
sation between points on the inlend wa-)
ters of the State of Califormia. )

Application No. 14152.

Tufas E. Kinmball, for applicaxt.
J. J. Geary, for Nortiwestern Pacific
Rallroad Company, protestant.

3Y TEE COMMISSION:

0 P INIONX

This is an application by a co-partnership consisting
of Cherles Ayres and John A. Whiteside, operating vessels under
the Tictitious name of Ayres-Whiteside Transportation Company,
for an order declaring that. public convenience and necessity re-
quire the operation by it of vessels as common carriers 0f prop=

exty Tor compensation between San Franelsco, OsXkland and east

bay points on the one hand, and Koﬁato, Narin County, on the other.

A public hearing was held before Zxaminer Geary al San
Francisco December 7, 1927, and the matter having been duly subd-
ﬁitted is ﬁow ready for our opinion and oxder.

The present freight service of applicant is betweaﬂ
points on the Saen Franclsce, San Peblo amd Suisur Bays, author-
ized by Decision No. 16337 in Applicetion No. 12577, Yareh 30,
1926, waich Gecision permitted the operation by this applicant of




vessels for the tramsportation of properiy between San Franclsco,
Osklend, Alameda (Encinal Terminels), West Berkeley, San Rafael
ane Sausalito om the ome hand, ond Suisun, Beaicia and Crockett
and the intermediate points on the otner, as more specifically
get forth in the application.

As Justification for the granting of a certificate of
public convenience anéd necessity, the applicatior sets forth,
first, that there is no other water transportation company serv-
ing Novato, and second, that Novato is along the route covered
by applicant's vessels on the through movement between San Fran-
cisco and the Sulsun Bay points; also that very little additional
expense is involved in maintaining & service to Novato.

The proposed rates are set forth in Exhidbit "A" attach-
ed to the application and are practically the same as %ﬁﬁse now
in effect between San Francisco and Benlclas, except there will
be a carload commoldity rate of ¢ cents per 100 pounds and a less
than carload rate of 12 cents per 100 pounds on frelght not other-
wise specified.

~Applicent alleges that in good falth and relying on
1ts interpretation of the order made in Decision No. 16337 it
d1d serve Yovato until about August lst,_1927, and discontinued
operations on that date upon lnstructions from this Commission
that Noveto was not on the direct water route between San Fran-

oLsco end Benicia, beins morth of San Rafael and requiring a

side trip wp the Novato Creek. The instant application is made

in order to cure the situation.

The manager for applicant testified that the tonnage
movement was almost entirely to Novato and consisted principally
of pouliry feeds and petroleun, the totel averuging approximately
100 %tons per month for the period from May, 1926, to August, 1927.

The largest part of this tonnage was secured atb Oakland and east




bay points and could be moved from point of origln to destination
in epproximately three hours, as compared with movement via rail -
conguming from two to three deys. There was also testimony to
the effect that a.canal approximately 2 7/8 milos long had been
constructed to permit the operation of vessels to a feed mill
located at Noveto, and tke use of this canal would be materially
arfectea if common carrier wvessels were not permlitted to operate
to the Novato wharf. One of the owners of the feed mill at Nova-
to testified on behkalf of applicant to the offect that while they
employed small wvessels of thelr own, they found 1t necessary and
convenient to use the services of this applicant. The mill is
located some two miles from the Nortawestern Paclfic depot, and
frelght received via the railroad must pay a drayage crarge of
31.00 per éon as compared with the wharf delivery of applicant.
| The Northwesfern.?acific Railroed Company protested
the application, and its witness described the service and sched-
ules of the rail carriers belween San Francisco-Qakland and No-
vato, 2lso the amount of ftonnage moving and the time consumed
in handling the freigat. While this testimony showed there was
a prompt rail service between San Francisco and Novato, there
was no testimony Aecling with the movement from tThe Oakland side
of the bay to the commeotion at San Framcisco. It was alsc shown
that the rates vig the reil car:iers'were materiélly higher than
those proposed via the short trans-dbay route of this applicant.
After giving careful comsideration to all of the testi-
mony axd exhibits, we are of the opinidn and find as a fact that
public convenlence and necesslity require the sexvice as set forth
in the petition and that a certificate should be granted author-
izing suca service at fthe rates set forth in Sxhibit "A" attached
o and made part of the application. Applicant shall“file with
this Comzission within ten (10) days from the date of this oxder

& Written acceptance of the conditions contained in tae order, and.-
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shall commence operations within thirty (30) days from the date
of tho oxder. o

A pudlic hearing haviné been neld in the above entitled
proceeding, the same having been duly submitted and beling now
ready for a decision, }

TEE RAILROAD COMATSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
EEREBY DECLARES that public convenience and necessity require
the opeéation by Charles Ayres and John A. Wahiteside, operating
under the fictitious neme of the Ayres-Whiteside Transportation
Company, of vessels L£or the transportation of property for com-
ponsation between Saxn Francisco, Oakland and east bay points, on
“he oxne hand, and Novato, Marin County, oxn the other hand.

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that o certificate of public con-
verience and necessity be and the seme is hereby grauted, subject
$0 the Tollowing conditions:

Applicant shall file & written acceptance of the cer-
tificate herein granted within a period not to exceed ten (10)
Qeys from the dete hereof and shall file a tariff, accordiﬁg to
the rules of this Commission, setting forth the rates, rules and
regulations goverrning the transportation To be furnished, whioh |
shell be those as set forih in Exhibit "A" attached to and made
& part of the application and referred to in the foregoing opin-
ion.

Dated at San Franmcisco, California, this ,344{ day

s : 192#_.

‘CQﬂmiSsioners.




