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In the Matter of the Application of )
CALITORNIA TRANSIT CO., a corporation, )
(a) to ¢ e 1ts route between Mantecs ;
snd Ripon, (b) to change its route de-
tween Stockton and Galt, (6) to change )
its route detween Collegevillo and Ogk- )
dale, (d) %o change its route beiween )
Tracy and Mossdale, (e) to suspend or ;
sbandon its operative rights between
Los Banos and Chowechilla, (£) to sus- )
pend or abandon 1ts operative rights E
)
i
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detween Fresno asnd Lemoore via Elnm
Avermue, (g) 0 suspend its operative
rights detween Saugus and I.anca»te*

Vi SOWquet Genyon, (B) o0 change i%e

route between Keystone.and Sonora and
(£) to change 1ts route detweon Xeystone

and cal‘l Ian,

Texrl A« Bagby,for Applicant.
HE. W. Hobbs,for Southern Pacific Co. and
Ceatral California Irection Co.,
Protestants.

C. N. Eamdlin,for Sierrs Railway Co., Protestant.

BT THE COMMISSION:

CPINION

The California Transit Company, a corparation, conducts
an automobile stage sexvice for the transportation of persoms
and property over variocus routes witiain the State of California
é,nd by this application requests permission io effect changes in
certaln routes and to abandon otaers. Nine distinct matters are
enbraced wlthin thae scope of thne application and these will de
consldered In tiie order of thelr vresentation. Applicant also

prays taal suck anew routes as may be granted nerein de counsolidated
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with 1tz existing routes and operated wnder its teriffs, schedwles
end rules now on file with this Commission.

The granting of the application was protested in Its entirety
by Southern Pacific Company wrose attorney slso entered an appear-
ance on behalf of Cenmtral California Traction Company.

Public hearings on this application were held before Examiner
Gannon at San Francisco, at which time the matter was submitted and
is now ready fé: decision. |

We present herewith the various phases of the application:

Ie

Applican®t alleges tnat in the conduct of one of its maln line
operations between Sem Framcisco and Los Angeiea the route originally
followed between Manteca snd Ripon wes via Calle School and thence
back to the main highway at Calla Crossing; that spproximately three
years ago upon the completion of the new highway applicant, with the
permission of the Rallroad Commission, discontinued the routing of
its southbound stages by way of Calla School and routed them direct
from Yantece to Calla Crossing, thus shortening the distance by ap-
proximately one mile. The Southexn Pacific Company protested the‘
granting of this feature of the application contending that it 1is
in effect an sppvlication for a new cexrtificate of public con&enience
and necessity filed under the guise of a rerouting. We do not view
1% 4n that light. Resolved into mathemetical terms it simply means
tae traversins of tie long cside of a right-angled téiangle rathexr
than the two short sides and upon improved highway over the entire
distance. The testimony shows that taere Is no demand for continued
service viarCalla School hence no ground for protesat on that score

caen be advanéed. There appearing sufficient reason for the rerout-

ing as prayed for this portion of the application will be granted.
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II.

The next feature of the application involves operative

rights betﬁeen Stockton and Sacramento with particular reference
to Lodi service. Applicant slleges that becsuse of verious changes
and conditions necessltating increased and dlifferent stage oﬁer-
ations over this route it did, on March 22, 1926, maoke written ap-
plication to the Rallroad Commission for permission 40 change the
route for a portion of the service dbeiween Stockton end Sacramento

with particular reference to the service to be furnished Lodi and
Woodbridge, and recelved permission t0 make such change by informal

letter of Mareh 25, 1926. The letter referred to emthorized ap-
plicant to estadlish new througa schedules bhetween Stockton and
Forest Lase over Cherokée Lane road omitting scrvice to Lodi except
for flag stop on the main highway, and also detween the same points
via Fenderson and Lodl with service 1o the latter point. Lpplicant
alleges that since‘receiving sald permission from the Railroad Com-
migsion 1t has conducted 1ts cperations as follows: (1) via Cherckee
Laxe road from Forest Lake to Lodi, via Henderson, to Stockton and
reverse; (2) via Forest Leke to Woodbridge, to Lodi, to Henderson,
end Stockion end reverse; (3) vie Cherokee Lame road to Forest Leke,
to Stockton direct and reverse with no service to Lodi except on
fleg stop. It should be noted that at the time of receiving notice
as above referred to Henderson, Woodbridge and Lodl were served by
all stages of applicant. _
_Applicant now asks the Commission to grant it a certifi-
cate of pudlic coavenience and necessity to operate over each of
tne above routes. This feature of the application was vigorously
protested by Southern Pacific Coxmpany upom the assumpiion that
Celifornla Transit Company never nad the right to serve Lodl and
tha£ authority 80 t0 40 could only be granted upon full éhowing,

in an appropriate proceeding, as to the necesslty for such service.
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This protestant in I1ts own behelf, as well as in behelf of Central

Californie Traction Company, endeavored to show by oral testimony
ond exhibits that Lodi was now telng adequately served by these
two rail lines. We have made a careful examination of the files
and records of thlis Commission aond submit herewlth an outline of
the developments which lead up to the exercise of this right by ap-
plicant.

The original right to serve Lodi was held by Star Aute
Stege Assoéiation by reason of its good falith operation prior to
Yoy 1, 1917. Acting in sccordence with General Order No. 47 Star
Anto Stage issocistion filed its tariffs and time schedules in
Fedbruary, 1917, and in these original dariff filings Lodl appears
a8 an intermediate point %o be served. Service was actually
Siven to Lodl under this tariff and spparently haz been rendered
nninterruptodly ever since. Lodl also appears in a subseguent
tariff of Star Auto Stage Association f£iled in March, 1918. Lodl
next appears as an intermediate point between Sacramento and '
Stockton in a supplement to California Transit Compeany's tariff
filed September 3, 1921. The next tariff filing of apﬁlicant
company oxn July 22, 1922, slso shows Lodl as a point to be served,
and. continuously thereafter Lodi is fncluded in teriff £ilings.

By virtue of Decision No. 7795, Application No. 5162,
the operative rights of Star Auto Stage Assoclatlon over the route
from Stockton 40 Walnut Grove, on which line Lodi had eppeared as
ax intermediste point prior to the Jurisdiction of the Commission,
were trans;erred to E. M. Hustorn who was directed to file tar-
iffs end scredules covering operations over thls route. This
route was {inally disposed of to anotizer operator and reference
%o the deeision is made herein merely for the purpose of polni-
ing out that Lodl was served by the Star Auto Stage dssociation
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on the Walnut Grove local run as well es on the Stockton to Sac-~

ramento route. In Decision No. 8150, Application No. 5163, au-
thority was given %o Star Auto Stagolﬂssociation to traasfer all
of its operative rights to Star Auto Stage Company and included
tae operation between Stockton and Sacramento with service to Lodl
&s an intermediate point. Star Auto Stage Company snbsegpentl&
bed 1ts name changed to Califormie Transit Compeny, éhe applicant
herein, so that wiatever »ights were held dy toe o0ld Assocliation
are now owned and controlled by applicant.

We believe the declisions and tariff £ilings above re-
ferred to unquestionably estadlish applicant's right to serve Lodi
as a point on its operative right between Stockton axd Sacrameh?o,

The otkher question to be determined is as to applicanf'a
right to operate its stages between Lodl and Forest Leke over thé
Cherokee Lane road, & dlstance of six miles, which route is now
used in conformity with informel emthority greuted by the Commis-
sion in its letter to applicant of March 25, 1926. Since opera-
tion over this route permits of through service over an improved
highway it ic clegrly in the pudlic interest that 1t be continuned.
Accordingly we shall find that pudblic convenlence and necessity
require the operation of applicant’s stages over the Cherokee’Lanc
road between Forest Lake and Lodl on its service direct to Stock-
ton. | |

IXI.

The application of Californis Trensit Compeny further
recites *hat 88 the result of Decision No. 16012, Application
No. 12524, it acquired the operative rigats of Yosemlte Transit
between Stockton and Oakdele, and fhat stage service over such
route had been conducted by its predecessor both via Talley Eome
ant Escalon. There having arisen some question as to the imclu-
sion of the Eséalon route in the transfer to Yosemite Transit,
applicent now requests a certificate of public conweniénce and
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necessity to operate a portion of its service viae Escalon. Pro-

testant Southern Pacific Company challenges apdlicant's right to

serve Zscalon and demands that it make the usuai showing of publie

convenience snd necessity. An examinstion of Decision No. 7795,
above referred to, discloses that there was tré.ns:terred. hack to
Re Re Youxx& sexrtaln prior operstive rights which he had #here-
tofore transferred over to the old Star Auto Stege .dssociation;
that in delineating the routes from Stockton to Groveland so trans-
ferred ro mention 15 made of the Escalon route though' the Valley
Zome route is described in some detall. The aamiﬁtion..may be ac-
comted Lor by the fact that for several years the Escalon routé
was prastically impessable enld had to bve abandoned oa account of
bad roads. This cond.ition continued vamtil 1922 when the road was
improved and Young resumed operation over the Escalon route aud
service over that route has been contianously rendered sinée that
time. Jpplicant's contention Ls that there were two separate emd
distinct prioxr rights, one by way of Bsecalon, sud one bs.' way of
Valley Eoine, both acquired by Young from the o0ld Assoclation and
subsequently by h.im traxsferred 4o applicant. From the langusge
of the Geoision we are not quite clear as to Just uh:a;t it was in-
tended to convey, nor &o the tariff filings throw much light on
the situation. It may be true ths’ two routes between Stockton
and Groveland 'and Stockton and Sonora are designated, and that
one route failed o include Escalon, but the laxnguage of the de-
cision unquestionably admits of two different constructions. Eoiv-
ever, we feel that sufficlent showing has been made herein to Jus-
tify the issmance of a certificate of public convenience end ne-
cessity to permit the routing of & portion of applicant’s service

via Escalon and the order will so show.




Iv.

The next portion of the application here belng considered
degls with the route betweer Tracy and Mossdale originally acquired
by applicaxnt from Star Auto Stage issociation. Applicant alleges
that operation over this route had formerly‘ been conducted by way
of Bente but that owing 10 a re-alignment of the highway Banta has
been eliminated from the main twavelled road, and it is therefore
desired that asuthority be granted to route all steges over the new
road. Applicant has been operating over the uew route for three
years last past' upon oral permission from the Commlsslon, so 1%
slleges. We cen see no objection to the granting of this reguest.
The new route eliminates a bad situation at Benta where 1t was with
some difficulty that stages could be manipulated around sherp cor-
ners and curves. It shortens the distance and traverses a more
direct route. The'testimony shows that there is no ococasion +0
serve Banta and that there has been no camplaint from that com-
munity in three years of operatiom over the new route. The ap-

plication will de granted.

Ve

Appliecent next refers to the route between Fresno and Los
Banos via Chowehille, an operation sanctioned by this commisai.on_
in 1ts Decision Fo. 14886 on Application Xo. 10680, end now re~
quests suthority to abandon its operative rights between Los Bamos
and Chowchilla. Upon representations made dy applicant in g letter
dated July 1, 1926, that there was no demand for service between

these two points, this Commission granted applicant euthority to

sugpend, temporarily, such service until December 31, 1926. It
sppears £rom the testimony thet the route was originally opersted
with thae hope in view that there might be some demand developed
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for service detween the Merced-Fresno highway end certain Pacific
Coast points vie Los Baxos, dbut this route was not then developed
and local se;vice’over the route in question was not self sustain:
ing. in exhibit introduced in evidence shows as the resuwlt of a
check by applicent covering & perlod of 28 days that only ten pas—
sengers used the route in elither direciion, the operating revenue
being less than one cent per mile. These could have been teken
care of either via Fresno or Merced. It is contended that the only
effect of thls order, it éranted. would be the suspension of the
operstion from Chowcinllla to Choweiailla Road Junction, a distance
of 12 miles tarough a cattle range country, tne remeinder of the
route belng cerved wnder other operative rights. We find no ob~
Jection to the granting of the request and the order will show
taat autaority is given applicant to abandon this service.

7.

Another feature of the application hes 1o do with ser-
vice between Fresuno cnd Lemoore via Elm Avenue, & right acquired
by applicant from Pickwick Stages System. The apnlicaxion recites
that this Cormission granted sutnority to apvlicant to temporarily
suspend said service, wpon a proper showing, gnd that circumstgnces
now recuire tae further sucpension or abandonment of the route in
question. The evidence indicates thet thls poriion of the route
acquired by applicant from Picikwick Steges has never produced suf-
ficient reveaue to meke it a ﬁrofitable overation and its withdrawal
would work no hardsaip since the territory 1s otnerwise adequately
served. Service 10 Armons and Lemoore is now rendered by eppllicont
on its Ehnior& to Coalinga right waich parallels tae Elm Averme
route, at a distance of five or six miles, from Fowler to Hanfoxrd.

2here appears 0 be good reason ror tais change and

tne order following will authorize applicant o abandon operation
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of its gervice between Fresno snd lLemocre via Elm Avenue.

VIl

It iz farther alleged im the instant appllication that
arplicant é.cq:aired from Xotor Transit Company an operative right
for +the transportation of persons end vroperty b_e_tween Los Angeles '
and MoJave via Bouguet Caxyon. As in other lnstances above’ cited,
wpor written spplication o the Commission applicant was given
permission to temporarily suspend tke operatlon vla Bouquet Canyon
and now seeks authority for further suspemsion for the period of
oﬁe yesr. Temporary suspension was authorized upon a showing that
ocperation over the alternative Mint Canyon route was desirable axd
was being regulerly rendered by applicent. A& 30 dey check during
Yoy and June of 1926 showed en everage daily revenne of $2.73 de-
rived :trém g delily average of l.66 passengers. Accor&iné; to the
testimony the rosd via Bouguet Canyon iz rough and mounteinous
ard not well adapted to stege travel while Mint Canyon nas 2 paved
state highway and 1s the loglicel route through £rom Saugus to Lan-
cester. We regerd the route by way of the Bougquet Canyon as m&re
or lesc of a duplication of the Mint Canyon service ‘and over a road |
inﬁnitel???xzﬁrable for public travel. The evidence warrants &
permenent sbandonment of applic ent's operative righté between Sguguse
and Toncaster via Bougaet Canyon and this will be included In the
fingl order. '

VIII.

El?he next feature of the application involves operative
rights betﬁeen Keystone end Somore and the abandonment of Chinese
Camp on this run for the more direct route from Yosemite Junctlon
porth. The record shows that originally service between Keystone

and Sonores was rendered both via Chinese Camp and d.irect,' but
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taat eventually the Chinese Camp route was abacdoned. The situ~
ation here presented 1s similar to the Manteca-Ripon route under
"IT and involves the traversing of the long side of a right-angled
i‘.ria.ngle rather then the two short sides. The distance from
Yosemite Junction to Chinese Camp 1s 3.7 miles and from Chinese
Canp back'aga.in to the main highway 15 3.6 miles while the more
Jirect route from the point of departure dack to the highway is
3.1, a saving of over 4 ziles, Iin addition to an improved road
cordition. It is alleged in the application that temporary sm-
thority was éiven epplicant's predecessor in interest to operate
over the direct route axnd that the improvement of the route some
two years sgo made that the more feasible and practicable route
for future travel. There con be no complaiznt from Chineae Camp
because that polint will continue to be served more éd.oquaﬁeiy

by way of Yosemite Junction to Sonmora and by Groveland service

in the opposite diréction.' The only true abexdonment would de
the 3.6 miles between Chinese Camp snd the meln highway. A care-
sol review of the evidence and exhidits convinces us that the
operation here asked for is desireble and accordingly a certifi-

cate of public convenience and necessity will issue.

Ix.

The next change of route requested by applicant 1s a
d.eviatioﬁ on its Keystone to Carl Imm route s0 as to give ser=
vice to Moccasin Creek. Temporary'aufhority was given in 1923
to Yosemite Trensit, the then owner of the route, to temporarily
deviate from 1ts course and give service to Moccasin Creelk, where
there had recently been esteblished a large power plant, at the
seme time routing other of 1ts stages through end avolding service
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t0 Moccasin Creek. There is no railroad or other service to this
point and odbviously there ls need for some sort of transportation
for laborers and supplies.

We cexn see no objection to the operation here sought and
1n fact believe that the altermative route asked for iz not only
desirable but nmecessary. Accordingly, the order will show that
public convenience and mecessity require the grenting of fhe cexr-
tificate Lere prayed for.

Applicent finally requests that the new and changed routes
nerein grauted should be consolidated with 1ts existing rights end
opereted wnder %he tariffs, schedules, rates and rules of appli-
cant now on file with this Commission. Thls prayer of the appli-.
cant will be granted, the Commission beiﬁg of the Opinion that
such changes as are herein authorized will result in greatly im-
proved service 4o the travelllng public.

A public hearing having beer held in the above entitléd.;p—'
plication, the matter baving been submitted and the Commi ssion
veing now fully advised azd basing {ts order on the f£indings of
fact which appear in the foregoing opinion, |

TEE RAITROAD COMMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA heredy

teclares that publie convenience and necessity require the oper-
ation by Califorania Transit Company of sutomobile stege sexrvise

over the following routes:

I. Between Mantece and Ripon via Calla Crossing direct
i instezd of via Calla School;

TI. Between Stockton and Sacramento by way of the follow-

.. ipg routes: (a) via Forest Lake 0 Toodbridge, to
Todl, to Henderson, to Stockion and reverse; (b) via
Cherokee Lane road from Forest Lake to Todl, to.Hen-
derson, to Stockton and reverse; (¢) via Cherokee
Taxe road from Forest Lake to Stockton direct and re~
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verse, omitting service to Lodl except for flag stop
or nmain highway. .

IIX. Between Stockton and Oskdsle both via Valley Home and
Escalon.

IV. Between Tracy and Xossdale via the direct new route
instead of via Bantea.

TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORTIA hereby
further teclsres thet publie convenience and neceséify réquire the
sbendomment by Celifornis Transit Company of automoblile stage se:é-
vice over the following routes: _

Y. Between Fresno end Los 'Bano; via Chowchilla;

7i. Between Fresno and Zenioore via Elm Avenue;

TII. Setween Los Angeles and Mojave via Bouquet Cauyon. '

TEE RAII..ROA’D COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CA.I.»IFORNIA. hereby
further dealares that public comvenience and necessity require the
operation by Californis Transit Compeny of automobile stage service
over the following roﬁtes:

TIII. Botween Keystone and Sonora via Yosemite Junction and
. Jamestomn direct lnstead of via Chinese Camp;
IX. Betwuen Keystome and Carl Inn so as to route e portion
of 143 service via lMoocasin Creek by deviating from the

main line at a point easterly of Stevens Bar end return-
Axg “hereto 2t a point westerly of Priest's Station.

"

ITE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THS STATE OF CALIFORNIA heredy
turther declares thet public conveniernce end mecessity réc}u’i;g, the
consolidutroa oT thae mew routes herein granted with the present ex-
isting routes of applicant to be operated uvnder tariffs, schedules,
rates and rules of epplicent now on file with this Commission, and

I7 IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certificate of public conven-

jence and necessity be and the seme is hereby granted to Califoraie
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Teransit Company for the establishment and operation of the services

nereinebove deseribed, suwbject to the conditions hereinafter set

forth:

The operating rights nereln authorized asre not to be
considered by Califormia Tranit Compeny as separate
operating rights, but are to Ve operated in conjunc-
tion with and as g part of exlsting rights.

Applicant shall file its writtenacoceptance of the
certificate herein granted within g period of not
to exceed ten (10) days from date hereof.

Aoplicent shall file, iz duplicate, within gz period
of not to exceed twenty (20) days from the date here-
of, such tariff and time schedule supplements as are
necessary to comply with this order and the Commis-~
sion's Tariff Circewlar No. 79.

The rights and privileges herein sutherlzed may not

be discontinued, sold, leased, transferred nor assigned
unless the written consent of the Rallroad Commission

to such &iscontizusnce, ssle, lease, traunsfer or assign-
ment has first been secured.

To vehicle may be operated by applicent herein unless
such venicle is owned by sald applicant or is leased
by 1t under a contract or egreement on & basis satls-
factory to the Railroad Commission.

The effective date of thls 6rder snall be twenty (20) days

from the date hereof. S
', V7 oum
Dated at Sen Frencisco, California, tois ,30 day of

. ‘_‘,'.'. . .' 1928.

s

{ onfinl s/E’foners,.‘ R




