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BEZFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CA IFORNIA

In the nmatter of the application of )
SOUTIIERN PACITIC COMPANY for an ordex )
authorizing the construction ot grade |
of two railroad tracks across iflddle- ) Aipplication No. 13703.
field Road in tze vicinity of Redwool )
City, County of Sax Mateo, California.)
)

Henry W. Eobbs, for ipplicant.

3¥ TEE COMAIISS ION:
C2INION

This is an application by the Southern Pacific Conmpany
‘o construct two tracks at grade across Middlefield Roed in the
vicinity of Redwood City, San llateo County. A public hearing
was held at Redwood City on December 9th, 1927, ‘bei‘ar:e Examiner
Rowell.

Middlefiecld Road 1s a paved county highway leading from
Redwood City to Palo 4LAlto =nd passing through the residential dis-
triots of Menlo Park and Atherton lying east of the Sonﬁhern Paoi-
£io Company's madn line tracks. It carries considerable local
traffic and in addition, since the campletiorn of the Dumbarton
2ridge across San Francisco Bay during the past year, ‘there is 2also
a certain amount of through traffic, this road bYeing ome of the main
routes to and from the westerly appreoach to the dbridge. 4 traffic
count, taken during November of this year, shows that during a
twelve-hour period Lrom 10:00 A.f. 4o 10:00 P.M., 1,187 vehicles

used the erossing. At & point some 1,800 feet south of Redwood
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City Limits, this road crossés the Southern Pacific Company’s

so-called Dumbarton line, this being the commeetion between

the main lipne at Redwood Junction amd Newark om the Oskland-
Santa Clara Line. This line was constructed in 1910, and in
1918 = passing track, which previously ended ionediately west
of the crossing wita idddlefield Road, was extended easterly
across the road o sufficient lemgth $0 permit the track %o hold
3 seveniy-four cur freight train, the reason for the extension
being to avoid holding these lozg traims across streets in Red;
wood City. In connection with this extension, Lt was necessary
to relocate the wye track crossing with Middlefield Road, this
wye track belng used by traims which it might ve desired %o
nove south oz the main line.

it the time these crossings over iiddlefield Road were
constructed, 1o authority Lrom this Commission was obtained and
it is such authority which is sougkt in the present application.
The County of San Mateo was notified of the hearing axd as zo
protest Lrom the County or other parties was entered, we see no
objection to granting the authority reguested.

There seems 1o be some ¢uestion in regard to the type
of protection tkat should be afforded the users of the highway
at these crossings. The construction of the passing track has
no'doubt created an additional hazard of accident and the recent
opening of the Dumbarton bridge has increased the amount of ve-
hiownlar traffic at this point. The Company heas just oonpleted

the instellation of an automatic flagmax at the orossing whickh,




acoording to the record, is so wired that it will be operated dy
train movements on either the main line or the passing tracke.

The line from Redwood Juwaction to Newark is strictly a freight
connection, being used to route Lreight trains between Saen Fran-
¢isco by way of Niles and Tracy to the San Joaquin and Saoramento
Talleys and €astern poinise A consgiderable portion of freight
moving in and out of San Francisco by way of Sou‘chem Paoific
lines passes over this itrack, much of it moving at night. The

Middlefield Road ¢rossing is dbut 3,000 feet Lrom the junetion of

this line with the doubdble track main line of the Coast Division
and as a result, these freight trains pass over the orossing et
slow speed blocking the highway for a considerable time and it
is also rrequeni:ly necessary for trains to stop on the srossing
on acoount oXf meets with other trains, or until such time as the
towerman can permit them to pass through the Redwood Junction
interlocking plant on the Coast Division main lines As a result
of this, the automatic fLlagman will no doudbt operate many times
and often for a considexadle length of time whexn n¢ real hazard
to vehioular traffic exigtse.

Accoxrding to the téstimon.y of the Commission's engineer,
an automatic flagman is not a satisfactory means of pr&tection' at
tals particular crossing because of the nature of the railroad
traffic wund it 43 his opinion that the particular hazard at this
erossing is the liability of vehicles colliding with the side of
freight cars standing or passing over the crossing at night. The
dark red color, which is the customary painting for freight cars,
causes them to be especially inconspicuous at night and it has been
demonstrated that headlights of an automobile do not illuminate
such objects in time to permit the Ariver to stop. At the partic-
ular point of ¢rossing, the ilddlefield Road is in more or less
open territory where it can be expected that motor vehicles will
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travel at maximum speed and it is the opinion of the Commission's
engineer that such vehicles should receive adequate advancé warn-
ing that they are approaching a =2ilrocd treck. EHe aoscoxrdingly
recommexnds that an overhead sign be suspended across the highway
at this orossing and that this sign be illuminated at night.
Considering the oonditions at this particular orossing,
there appears to be considerable merit in this suggestion and we
believe that the order grenting this crossing should provide for
such a warning sign. 4s to the question of whether or not an
automatic flegman is ax appropriste form of protection, we think
thet sueh installation at this location wouwld afford additiomal
protvection to the public if it was so constructed that 1t will not
operate for long periods of time unnecessarily amd it is, there-
Zore, suggested that the Company sudbnit to the Commission, for
approval, plans fﬁr S0 controlling the operation of this automatic

flagnen.

Southern Pacilic Company, 2 corporation, filed the above
extitled application with this Commission, asking for authority to
construct a passing track amd wye track at grede across liddlefield
Road ix the vioinity of Redwood City, County of San Mateo, State of
California, as hereinafter set forth, a pudblic hearing having been
held, the Commission being epprised of the facts, the metter being
vnder subnizsion and ready for decision, therefare,

IT IS XEREBY ORDERED that permmission and suthority be
ané 1t is hereby granted to Southerxn Pacific Company to construct
2 passing track and wye itrack at grade across Jiddlefield Road
in the vicinity of Redwood City, County of San Mateo, State of

Califiornie, at the locations hereinafter particularly described

and as shoma by the mep (Western Division Drawing R-200) attached

to the application.




DESCRIPTION OF CROSSINGS

Center line of Passing Track to de construoted
goross Middlefield Road near Redwood Jot.

Commenoling at a point on the northeasterly side of
the Middlefield Road, running between Redwood City and
Newark, distant thereon 62 feet more or less northwest-
orly from the intersection of said northeasterly line of
the Middlefield Road with the northerly line of South
Side Avenue; thence westerly a distance of 101 feet more
or less, parallel to and distant 13 feet southerly meas-
ured at right angles from the center line of the main
Line of the Central Pacific Railway from Redwood Jot.
to Newark, to a point on the southwesterly line of the
said Middlefield Road distant thereon 22 feet more or
less southeasterly from the intersection of said south~
westerly line of the Middlefield Road with the said cen-
ter line of the main line of the Central Pacific Rail-
-way Lfrom Redwood Jet. to Newark. ,

Center line desoription of Wye Track to de con-
structed across Middlefield Road near Redwood Jot.

Commencing at a point on the northeasterly side of
the Middlefield Road running between Redwood City and
Newark, distant thereom 48 feet more or less northwester-
iy from the intersection of said northeasterly lime of
the Middlefield Road with the northerly line of South
Side Avenue; thence westerly in a straight line across
the Middlefield Road a distance of 87 feet more or less
To A point on the southwesterly line of the sald Middle-
field Road distant thereon 55 feet more or less south=
easterly fron the intersection of said southwesterly line
of the iMiddlefield Road with the said center line of the
main line of the Central Pacifioc Railway from Redwood
Jot. to Newark. »

The above crossings shall be identified as Crossing

Xo. DAB=26.7.
- Said orossings to be maintained subject to the Tollow-
ing conditions, namely: | Ay g - ,y"\.;

(1) The extire expense of maintaining the crossings

in good and ﬂrét-olass condition for the safe and convenient wuse
2 the pullio shall be borne by spplicant.

(2) Said orossings shall be maintained sudstantizlly
in accordance wita Standard No. 3 in Genmeral Order No. 72 of this
Commlssion and shall be maintained without superelevation and of
a width to conform to those portions of said road now graded, with

the tops of rails flush with the pavement, and with grades of ap-

proack not exceeding ome (1) per cemt; shall be protected by suita=
=5 |




ble orossing signs axd shall in every way be made safe for the
passage thereover of vehicles and other road traffioc.

(3) S2id erossings shall be further protected by over-
head signs conforming with Standaxd No. 2 in General Order No. 75
of tals Commission, suspended across the highway at or neax the
point o2 crossing. Sald signs shall be visible to traffic nmoving
in ezcn direotion on the highway and shall be illuminated at night.

(4) 4pplicant shall, within thirty (30) days therealter,
notify thié Commission, in writing, of the com@leéion of the Iin-
stallation of said crossings.

(5) The Commission reserves the right to make such
furiher orders relative to the losation, comstructiom, operationm,
maintenance and protection of said orossings as to it may seem
right and proper, and to revoke its pexmission if, in its Jjudg-
ment, the public conveniexce snd necessity demand such action.

The zuthority herein grented shall become effective

on the date hereof.

Dated at San Fraxncisco, California, this A( < day

0 Jaxuhdy, LJI28.
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Comnissioners.




