Decision No. /4373

BEZFCRE THE RAILROALD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA.

-

In the Matter of the Application of

MNADZRA CANAL AND IRRIGATION
COMPANY, a corporation,

and Application No. 14650.

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER WATEX STORAGE
DISTRICT, & publie corporation,

for an Order authorizing the transfer
and sele of property.

(IS P S P P P L Y S S N

W. H. Davis, by Oliver P. Schoomnmaker,
for Madera Caznal and Irxrigation Company.

¥ilton T. Farmer, for San Joaquin River Water
Storage District.

LOUTTIT, COMMISSIONER:

QFINION

Madera Capal and Irrigation Compeny, a corporation,
engaged in the dusiness of distributing and celling water for
irrigation purposes to its consumers in Madera County, asksrthe
Railroed Commission for authority to transfer its property to
the Sap Joaguin River Water Storage Distriet, a public corpora=
tion, which joins in the applicatioxn.

A public h?aring in this proceeding was held at Madera
artér all interested partles hqd been duly notified and given an

opportunity tc appear snd be heard.
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Maders Canal and Irrigation Compuny furnishes water
for irrigation purposéé.to about 16,000 acres of land in the
gereral vieinity of Madera. The water supply is obtaimed by
diversion from Big Creek, a tridbutary of the South Fork of the
Merced River, and from Soquel and Chilcoot Creeks, both being

tributary to the North Fork of the San Joaguin River, from

yhich sources the waters are conveyed to the Fresno River which
is used ac a natural channel from which the compemy has the
adjudicated right to divert the first 200 second feet, or less,
of water flowing therein. The physical systen consists of a
diversion dam and ahout 100 miles of transmission and distribu~
tion canals. In 1916, the engimeers of this Commission es-
timated the reproduction cost new of the properties, exclusive
of rights of way, water rights and other intangible values, té
ve $108,643., (Decision No. 4478, 13 C.R.C. 528). The con-
sideration which the districet proposes to pay for the entire
properties of this utility, including water rights, is $175,000.
The district was formed and duly pyganized in 1924
under the provisions of the Californis Water Storage‘District
Act and proposes %o acquire and consolidate seversl other
irrigating systems now within 1ts boundaries, including the
Madera Irrigation District. Owing to general depletion of
stream flow early cach summer throughout this area, storage is
very urgently needed to insure & continuous and dependable
service-throughout the irrigatior season. Individually, the
various irrigating systems are fTinancially unable to develop
the necessary storage facilities; however, under the storage
district plan, adequate storage can be developed to provide

for bydro-electric power generation and a dependable water
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supply rQr the cntire 550,000 acres embraced within the district's

bounderies which inelude all of the arca irrigated by the com-
pany's canals.

Certain of the water users under this utility system,
representing about 7,100 acres, all of which are situated within
the boundaries of the district, hold so-called water right con-
tracts with the company, providing, among otker things, for the
delivery of water by the canmal company to the contract-holders
in the amount of one second foot of water for each 160 agres of
land at the rate of $1.00 per acre. Although the status of
these contracts wes brought up during the hearing in this pro-
ceeding and the Commission was requested o indicate the rights
of the holders of said contracts to receive water in the future
from the district under the terms thereof, we feel that this is
not o matter germasxe %o thils proceeding dbut is more properly &
question of policy on the part of the Directors of the district
relating solely to its future operations aﬁd entirely beyound
the jurisdiction of this Commission.

There was no objection at the hearing to the pro-
posed trensfer of the canal company's property %o the storage
district and, Lt appearing that upon Iinal ¢completion of thils
tpansfer all of the lands now served, or entitled to be served,
by this utility will be {ncluded within the boundaries of said
district and will recelve & vetter and more adequate water
service therefrom, Lt is clear that public interest will best
be served by granting this application.

The following Order is recommended:

Madere Consl and Irrigation Company, a corporation,
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having applied to the Railxroad Commission for authority to
transfer its propertles, rights and interests 10 San,{paquin
River Water ?torage District, a public corporation, which
Joins in tbelapplication, a public hearirg havizg been held
thereon, the matfer having beern submitted and the Commissioxn
being fully advised in the premises,

IT IS FEREBY ORDERED that Madera Canal and Irriga-

tion Company, & corporation, be and it is herebdby auﬁhorized to

transfer to San Joaguin River Water.S#orage District, a public
corporation, its physical properties and water rights, aS nors
particularly described in, end subiect to substentially the
same terms and corditions as set forth in, Exhibits 1, 4 and B,
attached to the application herein end made & pert hereof by
reference, sudbject, however, t§ the rollowing-terms and condi-

tions:

The euthority herein granted shall.
apply only to such transfer as may
have been msde on or before Decem=
ber 31, 1828, and a certifled copy
of the final instrument of convey-
ance shell be filed with the Com-
mission by Madera Ceral and Irriga-
tion Company, a corporation, within
thirty (30) dsys from the date on
which 1t is exeouted.

Within thirty (30) days from the date
+rat Madera Canal and Irrigation Com-
peny, & corporation, astually relin-
quishes control cnd possession of the
property Zerein authorized to be s 14,
it shell file with this Commission a
certified statement indicating the
date upon which such control and
possescion were relingulshed.

Tor cll other purposes, the effective date of this




Order shall be twenty (20) days from and arter the date hereof.

The foregoing opinion ard order are hereby approved
and ordered filed as the Opinion and Oxder of the Railroad Com=

mission of the State of Califorria.
Dated et San Francisco, Califorrisw, this 44 ~ day

of %M' , 1928.
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