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Decision XNo. 4"tﬁbﬂ)

BEFORT THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
the COUNTY OF LOS ANCELES Tor order )
authorizing Crade Crossing over )
the Southern Pacific Railroad Company's ) Application No.l4elSS
Right of Way at lanchester Avenue in )
sald County. )

S. Vo 0. Prichard, Deputy County Counsol,
for applicant.

C. W. Cornell, for Southern Pacific Company.
BY TER COMMISSION:

QPINION

The County of los Angeles has petitioned the Railroad
Cormission for an oxder aushorizing the construction of
Manchester Avenue, renamed Firestono Boulevard, at grade across
the San Pedro branch of Souvhern Pacific Company, near the
station of Firestone Park, County of Los 4ngeles,California.

A publie nearing on this applicatioh was conducted by
Examiner Handford at Los Angeles on Januery 27, 1928, at which
time the matter was duly submitted.

Manche;ter Avenue, to the west of the railroad, is an
0ld establiched street and serves as & connec?ion t0 Alameda
Street which runs parallel and adjacent to the west right of way
line of the railroad. Alameda Street is & very heavily traveled
highway between Los ingeles and San Pedro. The County of los
Angeles has recently graded and paved an extenslon to lanchester
Avenue, oast from tho railroad,witk an ultimate destination

at the Orange County line. The




IRX:C0 .

casterly extension is located s comsiderable distence south

from Manchester Avemue, west of the rallroad, and it is pro-

posed to commect the two portions of the Avenue with the grade
crossing epplied for in connecction with 2 curved diegonsl street
between Alomeds Street at the crossing and Manchester Avenie west.
Then lenchester Avenue is constructed through to the Orange Couniy
line 4% is expectved to be a heavily traveled way.

At the present time the Firestone Tire Company is con-
structing a plant, for the manulfecturc of sutomobile tires, ecast
of the railroad and north of lManchester Avenue. During the con-
struction of this plant about two hundred men are employed and
vhen 1t goes into operation it is expected that Lfrom 1,000 to
1,500 men will be cmployed. It was testified that the opening
of the crossing wes en urgent need not only for workmen but also
for the delivery of construction supplies by auto truck. Zntrance
can be made to the plant by way of Long Deach Bouleverd fLrom one-
quarter to one~half mile east of Alomeda Strect, dbut this is a
circuitous route. There is now located at the point of proposed
erossing a privete crossing which is used to a considerable ex-
tent by venicles from the Flrestone plant.

The railroad operates three freight trains each way per
dey over the San Pedro Erench, and due to the locction of a wye
track turnout immediately north of the proposed crossing there
will be, in eddition, & considerable number of switching moves
over thc crossing. TFoxr the protection of this crossing it was
agreed that oen autometic flegnen should be installed. The South=
ern Pacific Company offered no objection to the establishment of
the proposed crossing.

e Los fngcles County CGrade Crossing Committeec offexed
no objection to the construction of the crossing provided that

{n two and one~holf years the grades of the railroad znd Jlameda
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Street be sevarated from that of llanchester Aveme. On account
of the heavy vehicular travel on Alameda Street and the'expected
heavy travel on lManchester Avenue, the greatest need for grade
separation will be between these two streets rather than between
the reiiroad and Manchester Avemue.

It eppears that nublic convenlence and'necessity re~-
quire tkhe estebllshment of the proposed crocsing.

The applicant and the railroad compaqy stipulated that
the division of cost of comstruction, maiatenance and nrotection
be in accordence with an agreement beling worked out by then,
copy of caid agrocment to be sent to the Commission when executed.

It thercfore appears that this application should be

granted.

The County of Los iAngeles, through its County Counsel,

-

having nade application for nermizsion to comstruct lManchester
Lvenue, renenmed Firestone Bouleverd, at grade across the track of
the San Pedro branch of Southern Pacific Compeny, & pubdlic hear—
ine having been held, the Commission being apprised of the fgcts,
the metter being under submission end reedy for decision, there-
fore,

IT IS HXREEY ORDERED that permiscsion and authority be
and it is hereby granted to the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Los Angeles, Statve of California, to comstruct Manches-
ter Avenue, renamed Fircstone Boulevard, at grade across the track
of the San Pedro Branch of Southern Pacific Company at the location
hereinafter particularly described and as showm on map (Exbibit 1)

filed in this procecding.




Deserintion of Crozsing.

That portion of the Scuthern Pacific Railroad
Compony's right of way, as shown on man of the
Burkhard Home Tract, recorded in Book 5, page 100
of maps, records of Los Angeles County, within a
s4riy of land 100 feet wide, the southerly line of
which is parallel with and 100 fect scutherly,
measured at right angles, from the coutherly line
of that certain parcel of land described in deed
to the Firestone Tirc ond Rubber Company, recorded
ir Book 6759, page 149, OLfficiel Records of said
county.

Excepting therefrom axny poxrtion thereof with-
in Alameds Strect of Record.

The above crossing shall bde identified as Crossing
No. B.G.-489.5.

Said crossing chall be comstructed subjeet to the
followirg conditions:

(1) Within ninety (90) days from the date of this
order applicent shell file with this Commission certified copy
or copieslof agrecment or agreements covering the entire cost
of construction, maintensnce and protection of sald crossing.

In the event thet such an agreement cannot be reached by the in-
terested partics this'Commission shall assess the adove merntioned
costs by supplemental ordzr.

(2) The crossing shall be constructed with 2 width of
not Loss than Tifty (50) fect nor more then one-hundred Teet, at
an 2agle of sixty-one degrees and forty minutes (61° 40"} to the
railroad‘and with grades of approecch not greater than thrce (3)
per cent; shall be constructed cqual or superior to Standard No.

3 as specified in Cenceral Order No. 72 of this Commission; shall

be protected by a crossing sign in accordance witk Standard No.

1 of this Cormission's Cencral Order Ne.75, and shall in cvexry
be made suitadle for the passege thereon of vehicles and other

road traffic.
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(3) 4An automatlic flagman shall be installed and
maintaincd for the protection of sald crossing. Sald autoratic
flagman shell be of o type and installed iz accordance with
Standard No. 3 of thic Commicszicn's CGenexral Order No. 73.

(4) Applicent shall, within thirty (30) deys there-
efter, notlify this Conmicsion, in writing, of the completion
of the installation of cald crossing. ‘

(5) If ssid crossing shall not have been installed
within one year from the date of thic order, the authorization
herein granted shall then lapse and become vold, unless further
tine 1s granted by subsegquent order.

(6) The Commlssion rescrves the right to make such
further orders relative to the location, coastruction, operstlen,
majntenance and nrotection of sald croccing as to 1t may seen
right and proper and to revoke itc permission 1, in its judg-
ment, the »ublic convenience and neeessity demand such action.

The suthority herein granted shall becorme clflfective
on the date hereof.

Deted at San Francisco, Celifornls, this _2 ¢ i aay

of February, 1928.
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Commy, sioncrs.




