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BEFOR:E THE RAILRO .. \D CO! .. ~ISS!ON OF THE ST.:l.TE OF C1J.IFORNU 

In the 1~tter of the Application of 
the COUNTY OF LOS l'M~GELES tor order 
authoriz1ng Crade Crossing over 
the Southern Paoific Railro~d Company's 
Right of ~ay at Manohester Avenue in 
so'id County. 

) 
) 
) 
) Application No.14l58 
) 
) 

s. v. O. Prichard, Deputy County Counsel, 
tor appli cant. 

C. w. Cornell, tor southern Pacific Company_ 

BY TEE CO!i~aSS ION: 

OPINION 

The County of Los Angeles has pe,titioned the Ra1lroad 

Commiss1on tor an order autho~iz1ng the construot1on of 

~ohester ~venue, renamed Firestone Boulevard, at grade across 

the San Pedro branch of So~ther.n Paoific Company, near. the 

station of Firestone Park, County of los ~eles)Calitornia. 

A :9ublic hec.rins on this app11cat :to/n. we.s conducted by 

Examiner Eandtord at Los ~\ngeles on January 27, 1928, at wn1ch 

time the matter was duly submitted. 

Manohester Avenue, to the west of the ra1lroad, 1s an 

old established street and serves as a oonneotion to Alameda 

Street which runs parallel and adjacent to the west right of way 

line ot the railroad. Alameda Stroot is a very heavily traveled 

highway between Los .~eeles and San Pedro. The County of Los 

Anseles has recently graded and paved an extension to Manchester 
Avenue, east rrom the railroad, with an u~timate dest1n~t1on 

at the Orange County line. The 



easterly eztension 1s located a cons1der~ble distance south 

trom !\!:mche:.tcr Avenue ~ west 01' the railroad, and 1 t is pro-

posed to connect the two portions of the Avenue w1th the grade 

crossing applied tor in connection with a curved diagonal street 

between .tUo.meda Street at the crossing and 1:anchester Avenue west. 

When ~anchester Avenue is constructed through to the Orange Cou~ty 

line it is expected to be ~ heavily traveled way_ 

At th~ present time the Firestone Tire Comp~y is con-

structing a plant, for the manufacture of automobile tires, east 

01' the railroad o.nd north of Manchester Avenue. During the con-

struction of this plant o.bout two hundred men are eoployed and 

when it goes into operation it is expected that l' I' OD). 1,000 to 

1,500 lllen will be Ctlployed. It was testified that the opening 

of the crossing rras an ureent need not only tor workmen but also 

tor the delivery of construction supp11es by auto truck. Entrance 

oan be made to the plant by way of' tong Beach Eouleve..rd from one-

~uarter to one-half ~le east ot Al~eda Street, but th1sis a 

circuitous route. There is now located at the ~oint at proposed 

crossing a private crossing which is used to a considerable e~

tent by vehicles from the Firestone ~lant. 
The railroad operates three freight trains each way ~er 

day over the San Pedro Branch, and due to the locction of a wye 

track turnout immediately north ot the proposed cross1ne there 

will be, in addition, a considerable number ot SWitching movCS 

over the crossing. For the protection at this crossing 1twas 

agreed that en automat1c flcsman should be installed. The South-

ern Pacific co~pany offered no objection to the establiShment of 

the proposed crossine· 
The Los 1~ee10s County Cra~e Cross1ne Committee offered 

no objection to the construction of the crossing provided that 

1n two and one-hult yeo.rs the erades 01: the railroad and :~ameda 
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Street be se!,arated from th~t ot: Msnchester Avenue. On D.ccount 

ot: the heavy vehicul~ travel on Alameda Street ~d the oXpected 

heavy travel on !.~anchcster Avenue, the greatect need. for grade 

s01'a.ration will be between these two ctreets rather than between 

the re.ilroad and !~ncb.ester l~veIIUc. 

It appears that public convenience and necessity re-

quire the establishment ot the proposed crossing. 

TAe a~~liccnt and the railroad company stipulated that 

the diviSion of cost of construction, mainten~ce and l'rotectlon 

be in accordance 'I':i th an. sgreement being 'Worl-ccd out by the:n., 

co:p~~ of said asree:c.ent to be sent to the Co:mm1scion when executed. 

It therefore appears that this application should be 

sranted. 

Tne County of Los ;~gcle$, through its County Counsel, 

having ~de opp~ication ~or pcr.m1ssion to construct Manchoctor 

Avenue, renaoed Firestone Boulevard, at grade across the track of 
the San Pedro branch or Southern Pacific Com~eny, a puo~ic hear-

ir~ having bean hold, tho Co~~iss1on being apprised ot the facts, 

the matter being unQcr suboission and rea~~ for deCision, there-
fore, 

IT IS E1~BY ORDZRZD that ~er~ission and cuthoritj· be 

and it is hereby granted to the Board of Supervisors of the 

County ot Los .ti.:l601es, State o~ Cali~ornia, to oonstruct :r.:!anohcs-

ter Avenue, renamed Firestone Boulevard, at grade aoross the track 

ot the San Pedro Br~nch of Southern Pacific Company at the location 

hereinafter particularly described and ~s sho\~ on map (E7~1bit 1) 

filed in this proceeding. 
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Descri,tion of Crossing. 

Thut portion ot the Southern Pac1ric Railrood 
Cor..l'~' s rieJ,1t ot: way, as shown on mo:!') of the 
Burl~~rd Home Tract, recorded in Book 5, paGo 100 
ot: mal'S, records 01' Los Angeles County, ~~th1n a 
strip or lan~ 100 teet wide, the southerly line of 
~hlch is parallel with and 100 teet southerly, 
measured at r1ght angles, trom the southerly line 
ot that certain narcel ot land described in deed 
to the Flrcstonc·T1rc and Rubber Company, recorded 
1n Book 6759, page l4g, Otficial Records of said 
county. 

Excepting therefrom any portion thereof w1th-
in Alameda Street ot Record. 

The above crossing shall be identifiod os Crossing 

No. B.G.-46\).5. 
Said crossing shall be constructed subject to the 

rollowi~g conditions: 
(1) f!1th111 ninety (90) days from the date or this 

order a~plicent chall tile with this Commdssion certitied copy 

or copies ot agreoc~ent or aereements coverine the entire cost 

of construction, maintenance ~d protection ot said crossine. 

In the event that such an agree~ont cannot be re~ched by the in-

terectod ,arties this Co~~nszion shall asses~ the abovo nent10ned 

costs by supple~ental orc~r. 

(2) The croosing zh~ll bo constructed with a width of 

not less than fifty (SO) feet nor more than one-hundred feet, ~t 

an engle or sixty-one degrees and forty udnutes (510 40'} to the 

railroad ~nd with gr~des of approech not gre~ter th~ three (3) 

per cent; shall be constructed e~ual or su~erior to Stand~d No. 

S a~ specified in Ceneral Order No. 72 of this COmmission; zh~ll 

be protected by a crossing cign in accordance ~ith Standard No. 

1 of this COmr.l.ission' s Conc::-al Order No.?;i, and shall in every 

be made suitable for the p~ssage thereon of vehicles and other 

road traffiC. 
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(3) An automatic tlasman shall be installed and 

~Qintnincd tor the protection or snid c~ossine. S~id auto~atic 

tlo.GI'JaIl shall be of 0. type and ins tc.llcd in accordo.nce with 

Struldc.rd No.3 of this CODJmicsicn's Cencr~l Order No. 75. 

(4) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thcrc-

etter, notify ~~is Corunis~:on) in ~rritinG, of the co~plot10n 

ot the installation of s~id crossing. 

(5) It said crossing shall not have beon installed 

\';i thin one year trom the date ot thic order, the authorization 

herein Granted shall then lapse ur.d become vold, unless further 

time is sranted by suosequent order. 

(6) The COLmussion reserves tho riGht to ~e such 

further or~ers relctive to the locction, const~ction) oper~tion, 

maintenance and protection ot said crossing 0.$ to it may seem 

right and proper and to revoke its pcrnission it, in its juds-

mont, the ~ublic convenience end necessity demand such ection. 

The authority herein granted ,shall beco~o effective 

on the dute hereof. 

Dated at San Fro.ncisco, California, this ~ () ~ day 

of February, 1928. 
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