Declsion No. 1944’1'

EEFORE TZZ RAILROAD COMMISSION OF
Yo

In the Matter of the Application of

S. B. JOENSON and A. A. JOENSON, doing
business as partners under the neme of
TFEATEER RIVER STAGES," for a certifi-
cate o public convenience and neces~
sity to operate & possenger and exXpress
service as a common carrier between
Oroville, Butte Couxrty, California,

and Buek's Power Plant, Plumes Couwnty,
California. '

Application No. 13073.

L et Bt Ny S S e B e B

In the Matter of the Lpplication of

MD. LASSEN TRANSIT COMPANY, & corpora-
tion, for a cexrtificate of public c¢con-
verience znd necossity to operate as a
treasportation company for the carrizge
o passengers oné exyress between Oro-
ville,, Butte County, Celiforniz, and
Buck's Power Plant, Plumas County,
Celifornie, and intermediste points.

Applicetion No. 3.:5545.

e e Mt M g e e e

Do ae Brookman and Geo. F. Jonmes, for Johnson & .Toh:ison,
Applicants. ’ '

Eerry A. Encell, for Mt. Lessen Tramsit Comiaany,_ Applicant.
George Scruggs, for Western Pacitic Reilroead Co., Pm tostant.
Scott Lawton, for Orovillo Truck & Storage CO.. ’ ‘Protestant.

¥ TES COMMISSION:
CPINIONXN
- S 'B. Johmson and A. A. Johnson, co=partners under the
_fictitious name of "Feather River Steges,” have petitioned the
Railroad Comissiqn'ror an order declaring thé.t public.coﬁven-

'iencé ané necessify Tecuire 'chq operation by them of sn auto~

mobile stage line &s a common cerrier of passengers and express
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between Oroville, Butte County, and Buck's Power Plant, Plumas

County, serving Wicks, Pentz, Yenkee Hili, Pulga and all other

intormedizte points.

Applicents propose to charge rates ené to operate on
& time schedule in esccordance with EZxhidbits "A™ and "ET attached
to seid spplicetion and to use the oquipment'dcscribcd'in Ex-
nidLE "ML | |

Mt. Lassen Trensit Company, & co&poration,,has petitioned
the Retlroad Commlssion for am oxdor declaring thet public con-
venicace and pmecessity require the operation by it of an'auicmcbilc
stege line &s & common carrier of passengers and exp:ess‘betﬁeen
oroville, Butte County, and Buck’s Fower Plant aﬁdliﬁtcmmcdiate
points, to-wit: Wieks, Pentz, Yankee Hill, Concow, Pulge, Creste,
cnc ¥erlin. '

Applicant proposes to charge rates and to operatc on &
time schedule 1n accordance with EZxbibits "AT and "BT attached
%o zpplication snd <o use standerd mcdern euto stacc eoul pmenr
o2 sufficient cadpacity o rcnder-to the publlc adequate and com-
fortable service. | ' -

The Westerz Pacific Reilroad Company protested the grenting .
of seid applications and each of seid applic ants procestcd-the'
grenting of the application of the other. Scott Lawton, operetor
of the Oroville Truck cnd Storage Company, cppcarédvas a protest~
ant, but wes elimineted Dy certaln stipulations entered 18%0 by
+he respective spplicantz. | |

Public heerings on said applications were ccnducted by
Examinexr catterwhitc av Oroville, tae matters were submitted amd
are now realy Tor decision. Iach of zaid zpplicents propose 4o
sexve the ideztical territory and for thiz reason the applicatioxns

were consolidated for the purpose of recelving evifence and for
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docisione

Alfied i. Johmson, co-epplicdont above némed, testified in
bis own behalf and celled : several witnesses consisting of farmers,
resort ownefs and others Tesiding along the‘rouge proposed éo be |
soxvel. |

The territory proposed to be served is o spersely cettled
mountain district located slong the western side of the ?e;ther
River ;ényon. The new hisghway which has been'under‘construction
tor somé time between Yankee Eill and Buck's Power Plant or Storrié,
e northern terminu» ol <the proposed age service, is now oompletcd.

The evidence shows that the ares along Yhe proposed route
netween Oroville eand Yemkee ELll is devoted o farning cnd stock
aisiné on a rathoer iimited scale, the main acreage conslsting of
olives ecnd grein. There 1s some mining éctiv:ty'at Cherokee and

in the adjocent territory. During the summer season & smell num-

ber of laborers sre employed on the various ranches whiceh include

two poultry farms in this section. It appears that most of the
residents own their own cutomobiles and, as & rule, employ their
fTarn hands a% Orqville and trznsport phem in their own maéhinés.
| It{is aémitted by epplicents Johnson & Johnson that the
proszpective passenger dusiness between Ozoville and Yenkee Hill
will Do cmall enc will not amownt to more then one-quafter of their
e*timatea patronage. rFentz, Yarkee Hill anld Cherokee are guall
- buying points or centers for the formers, stockmen and mineru liv-
ing im this dis trict. Ticks is only a junction point of the 0ro~
ville aué Fhico Highwaﬂu in the vicinity of which are located -
eight or ten farms. The evidence shows that Pentz is the largest
‘.or these places with edout 40 or 50 farmers li&ing iﬁ the zur-
rounéing territory. At Yemkee Eill there %z & smell hotel which

csn gccommpdate sbout 15 guests and is patronized by £1shormen




end hunters inm the oped season. Cherokee hac about 15 families

st which point 2 genersal merchondise store {5 operated. These
apolicents testified tlat they expect to secure the dbulk of their
pusiness from the laborers employed iz tho-constrﬁction‘or Buck's
Power Plant at Storrie. Storrie snd Pulge are loocated on end are
served by the Western Pacific Reilroad cnd pr&cticallyvall the;
workmenqnow emnloyed at the power plent are secured at Sacraxento
Cheled tran,por sed ove* this resil line. There iz a.small hq;el at
ulsa which can accommodate about 25 poople, many'or whdm.are £ich~
ermen anﬁ hunters who frequent this section from time to time

t “oughout the year. ‘The record ‘shows that the newly completed
highway terminates abruptly on the mountein side about 500 teat
ebove Buck's Power Plant, woieh is reached by & winding trail

down into the Feather River Ceayon. H.3.M. Birkinbine, rcuident
cnglineer at Storrie for the Great Western Power Company, celled

as o witness by Johnson & Johnson, tostified that the e1imd up

the mountain treil from the construction camp is & pa;d oné and

it was doubtiul wpether.the proposed stage line would bg uzed:to
any extent by the laborers trevelling in snd out of the oamp; This
witness further testified thet asbout 200 mez would de em@iojea at
the power plant during the working sSeasos of 1928 and £het there-
efter only adout 60 nex wou*d be employed until tie construction
work is finished in 1829. The labor turnover will be about ten
wen deily during the year 1928 end will be almost ncgligiblg in .
1929. | . |

| ¥t. Lassen Transit Company is the operator of a compfgh@n—
sive sygtem o? auto stages end trucks for thé trénsportation or
paseenger,, bagzege, oexpress and froizht in the counties of Tehama,
Butte, Plumas ané Lassen and in connoction with 1its. ope*ations i=

the owner and holdeﬁ of verious cextificates of puolic convenience
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and necessity heretofore granted by this COﬁmissibn.‘ The evidence
shows that there is 2t the present Time in the course o ¢con-
svrucilion certein state highweys and countf ™ ads ia the Feataer
River Canyon, all of which have been completed with the exceéﬁioni
or a@out 35 miles, and that the County Board of Supervisors of :
Plumas County, in ¢connection with the State Highwey Commissiom, is
expending large suﬁs’or money Ior the completion o2 said Teather
River Zighway in Plumas County.

Jt. Lassen Trarsit Company contended at the hearing thet
there iz no pudblic necessity Lor the proposed stage line at the
presént.time bgtween Oroville and Buck's Powexr Pmanz\and'that;its
application was filed'ror the purpose of protecting ité existiﬁg‘
auvo staée operative rights between Oroville und Qniﬁcy by wey of
Buck's RPanch. TRis applicent operstes an auzhorized'stﬁge‘ser—
vice between Oroville and Quincy, serving Buck's Rench and w&Y'
points over the so-called "Ridge Route” in the vieinity or'Fééther
River Canyon. The Tecord shows that when the new highway along
the zorth fork of the Festher River Canyon, which zow ends on the
mountain)side at Storrie, is finelly comstrmeted 1t will Ye nec~
essary for the lMt. Lassen Transit Company t¢o Tre=route its ctagze
- sexvice over this néwiy conpleted highwey for the reason that
the Ridge Route will be virtually abﬁndoned and‘that the volume
of pubdlic trevel over the new fhrough nighway will mske such an
operstion profitable when carried on in comnection with all its
operations d»eotween Oroville and the cownties of Plumas énd Lessen
over seld highway. |

M. C. Lawrence, Meneger of Mt. Lesscen Transit Comﬁény,
testifled that & stage service as proposcd by either of seid ap-
plicants could not be operated at cuy profit through this spnrso?
iy settled mountain territory ot the present'time and under the

present conditions. This toezs also tectified that laborexs




~would not clinb up the tralil Lrom the construction‘camp at the

bottom of the canyon, 2 distence of three-querters of a mile, and
take a stage on the roed above Storrie, dut would in nearly ell .
¢azes prefer to take the train near the ceamp.

_ue Nestern Paciric ?ailroad Company, proteauant, fntro-
duced botk oral cad documentary evidence in support of it s pro~
test. L. I. McKim, District'?assenger‘Agenx of the wéstern.Paciric
Railroad Gompan#,'teStiried that this rail carrier operates én ade~
cuate service detween Oroville ané Storrie and Pulge azd geve in
detail the azmount of trafric'origiﬁﬁtiﬁg at and destined to points
served by the Western Paciflic Railroad'Company'and to be served dy
the proposed stege line.

The record shows that this rall cerrier operates two irains
daily each'wéy between Oroville zud Storrie serving also the wﬁy—
pointé 0of Pulge, Crosta and Merlin. Trains No. 1 and No. 2 stop
at Storrie to discharge or receive laborers ot the‘constfuction |
canp, all of whon are obtained from the la=dor sgencles ot Sac-
remento. Tais labor movement is the only ou.ine in and out
of Storrie, save end except officlels and rep:esenxatives o:
the Great Western Power Cémpany. However, any passenger mdy buy
& ticket to or from Storrie and the traim will s§o§ to léw'him 6n
or off. Pulge is also sérved by night trains No. 3 and Noe. 4-and
will carry 2ll passengers. ?xhibit,No. L1, {atroduced by this |
protestant, shows the enzire nuaber of passenverq and revenue, both
one way and round trip tioﬁets, inc&uain, ¢ash f“rew for one year
from July 1, 1926, to Jume 30, 1927.. 4 _,tuay o“ this oXeibit shows
that the average nuubder of Pa5SeRFOrsS. between OrovilLe and Storrie
amovnts to ebout 3~1/2 pescengers daily thiro ughout the yvear.

During the course of these proceediﬁgéuﬁhelmz. Lassonj‘

Tranzit Company Took the positibn that the pfoposedvétagelservice




sought by applicants, Johmson & Johnson, between Oroville aﬁd Storrie
wuld be en invesion into the maturel territory now served by it eud
shat the lerge capital invested in its existing lizes andﬂin its
present consolidatod'system or transportation-1s en$itled 1o the
| protection of The regulaﬁory authority‘ofvfhiéfCOmmission. In #1ew

T the conclﬁsion‘reéched by the Commission in these prodéedin@s,

1% ic unnecessary at tois time to passc upon this contention by fhc
X%. Lassen Trensit Company. |

Te are of the opiniom, after a careful cox ide“ation of all’

the evidence in these proceedings, and hereby rind as .8 ruct, “hat
tue public convenience and pecessity Go nod require the egtablish-
ment of & passenger and expre.s service betweern Oroville end Buck's
Power Plant and intermedliate points &3 proposed-by either of seid
epplicants and that their respective zpplications should beldeniéd.

»
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Public heerings heving been held 1in the above entitled

applicetions, the meyters having beem duly sudmitted end being now

ready -for decision, |

‘TEE RATZAOAD COMUISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA EERESY
DECLARES that public convericnce and nacessity do'not require the
operation by S. B. Johngon and A. A. Johnuon, co-pa.tnere unde*
the fictitious nmne of, Feathexr River Stages, of an augomobile stege
line a5 & common carrier ot PASSEnLers &nl exXpress between Oxoville,
Buck's Power Plent ond intermediate po;nxs; noxr the operétion py |
Mt. Lassen Treasit Company &S & COmmOn cerrior of passengers,_ex—
press and freighx vetween Oroville and Buck's Power Plent and ;n}v'

termedlzte polints.
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IT Iis m ORDERED that seid Apnlication No. 13073 of
3. B. Johnson end A. A. John...on, co-partner.,, be and the same is
hereby denied.
IT IS ZERERY ORDERED thet Application No. 13545, of XMt.
csen ’I‘ransit Compeny, a 6orpora'c5.on, be ami séme 1is b.ereby‘ denied.

‘l‘he e:’i‘ective date of this order shell be twenty (20)

deys from tb.e date hereof.

Dated et Sen I‘::anci*'co, Calii‘orma, this vggé day of

)W @?/‘/mf/' , 1928, >

Commis CLErS o™~
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