Secision No. [ AL

BEFORT TEE RATLRCAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Watter of the Applicatlion of
PYICKWICK STAGES SYSTEM, & corpora-
tion, (a) for permission to abandon
its autonmodbile stage service de-
tween Calipetria and Nilend, Imperiel
County, Calirforanie; and (b) for a
cexrtilicate of public convenience zand
necessity to extend a2nd operate its
antomobile stage cerxvice az a carrier
of passengers, dagzage znd express

on en alterncte routing, turning off
from the main highway 'Los Angeles~
Imperial Valley, at Whitewater going
through Palm Springs, Cathedral City
and Inédian Wells end returning to the
wain highway at Izdlo, iavolving an
extonsion of service from Palm Sourings
to Incdio.

Warren E. Libby, for Applicant.
Toseph Hellen,for Southern Pacific Co., Protesiante.

M. T. Thompson, for American Railway Express COey
Protestant.

- Tranik L. Yiller, for Chaxrles Crendall, Protestant.

ZY TEE COMMESSICN:

QREIXNIO

Dickwick Stages System, & corporation, has petitioned the
Railrocd Commission for cn order authorizing the sbaxndonment of itz
aﬁtomobile stage cervice between Calipatria and Nilond, Imperizl

County, Califoranis.




Applicant has also petitioned the Railroad Commlission for
an order declaring that pudlie conveﬁienco and necessity requiré the
6peration by 1t of an asutomobile stage line as & common carrier of
pesseagers, baggege and express between Palm Springs and Indio, serv-

-ing Cathedral City, Indian‘Wblls and intermediatq points as an ex-
tension of its presens service betwesen Whltewater aad Palm Springs,'
and elso for an ofder permitting it to re-route o portion of its
schedules between Los Angeles énd Impericl Velley points, diverg-
ing from the main highway at Waitewater, thence by tae county road
via Palm Springs, Cathedral City and Indian Wblls,'returniﬁg'to the
mein highwey at Indio, together with the suthority %o conszolidate
saié propcsed extended service and seid re-routing with 1ts system

of customodile stage lines.

A map of the section of the higawey effected by the cppli-

cation to gbandon said sorvice between Calipatria and Niland i3
meriked Exhidit "B" and atvached to sald epplicatlion.

A?plicanf proposes to charge rates for the alternutive'
route in accordence with Exhibit "C'" attached to said application.

Apoliceont also oroposes to operate over said aifcrzetive
route only one of 1ts fouf daily schedules now being operzsted be-
tween Los Angeles ard Imperial Velley points in.accordance with
its time schedules a5 appeering of record in the files of this
Commission. .

There was 20 Opnosition to the granting of the proposed
abﬁndonﬁeﬁt of service between Calipatria and Niland.  Séuthezn
Paeific Company, Lnerican Railwgy Express Compeny end Cherles
Crandall, owner of Palm Springs Auto Lice, protested the graniing
of the proposed extension and re-routing.

: 4 public'hearing on scid application was conducted bde-

tore Dxeminer Sﬁtterwhité 2t Palm Springs, the metter was submitted




and is now ready for decicilion.

The evidence in support of the proﬁosed apandonment of

service between Celipetrie end Niland shows that BRIS operstive
right is part of ¢ brandh line extending from Er#wleylyia Cali-
patrie to Nilsnd and connecting at Zrawley with applicent’s main

ine §etween Los Angeles and ELl Centro. Calipatria is zn inter-
mediate point on this braneh lime zbout 13 miles north of Erawley
and 9 miles south of Niland, & total distance of 22 miles. This
operuvive right between Calipatria ané Niland wae originelly au-
thorized as em exfension of the service theretofore conucted By
tae United Stages, Inc. TFour or five years ago Niland was 2
thriving acé growing towa and for & considerable period this dranch -
line was well patronized end operstions were profitable. In recent
vears development of this community lhas ceased and itc population
has very meterially decreased, with the result thet the volume of
passengef travellhas steadily and repidly declined. The stoege ser~
vice of spplicent is now conducted et & loss ond there is no pros-
pect of any rutére growth ox-improvement.

The record shows thet during the months of June, July. and

Auzust, in 1927, wpplicunt transported betweer Niland and Calipatrie
in ootk directions a total of S3 passeungersg, the reVenue derived
therefron eggregeting the suh.or 525.45, tae total opersting expense
incidental to seid ser&ice‘being $284.40 end the losses accruing
smounting to 5258.95. The testimony of epplicant shows “hat the con-
sizued operation of this dbranch service will ve a dbuxden upon its
other lines. A% the present time eapplicant opexates dbut one sched-
uie in each direction dbetween said points, but the passenger travo;
is entirely insufficient to support even onc daily schedule., It

was shown that Nilend is a juaetion point upon toe mein railroed |

.




line of the Sovithern Pacific Coupeny extending easterly fronm tae

¢ity of Los Angeles in the State of Californis, and thet a braach
railroad line cénnects with the mein line at Niland extendiné suuﬁhefly'to
Celexico, wnich‘serves the wey-points of Calipatrié, Brawigy aand |
Z1 Centro. There are four trains in each & rection oyeiated dally
over this ﬁranch Line by the Southern Pacirichompany. It is guite
evidént thet the Toregoing train service is more than adequate rof
th2 needs of the travelling public bevtweern Niland ané Calipatria and
we are of the opinion that, Iin view of the existing rail service,
the discontinuance of applicant's stage service will cause 20 pub-
lic inconvonlence and ieavc these communities with ample rail trans—
portation_service axd the copplication for the abandonment or‘sai&
service should be granted. ‘

| The record shows in connectioh with the proposed extencion
of service betweon Palm Springc and Indio end the slternative rout-

- ing that the stzze service between Los Angeles apnd Imperial Valley
points by way of Banning now owned by the Pickwick Stages System
was formerly operzated by Tnited Steges, Tne. It appears thet the
route over vhick the Txnited Stages operated pacsed through Eenning,
Palnm Springs and'Indio, which was then tae principal higiawsy between
Los Angeles end Imperiel Valloey points. Several ﬁears ng thaéfpor-
tion of 4he highway between Banning end Tndio was reconstfﬁcted by
the Stete Eighway Commission s0 2z t0 parallel theffailnogd line of
the Southern Pacific Compeny which elimineted tﬁe.communif§ or Pelm
Springs from s2id route. The evidence shows that the Tnited Staggg
oz or ehout June, 1924, wes authorized by this'Commission‘to.re- ff
route its through service over thls new State highway by wey of
Banning and Indic, together with vermizsion to operate & stud ser-
vice between Barming snd Palm Springs and this stub service is ztill

being conducted by epplicans.




-

The evidence sbows taat within the last two years there
nas been & very materizal growth and development of the territory
over ead along the formex stage route between Palm Springs andéd
Indio. Ceveral recel estate projects at Arady and Cathedral City
ané other points are in course of development and considerablo
agricultural development has tcken plece. There has been a sub- -
stential increase in the number of farmes and ranches élong this
»oute and the poyulation has very materially‘increasea; Many
new homes aeve Ween built at Cathedral City and other points along
tho"route. Palm Springs also has made 8 very merked growth and
several new hotels have deen dullt end sre now operating, not odlj
et Palm Spriﬁgé, But et otler points along the route as fer-as

ndio. The testimony shows that the present stud se?vice botwqon
Banning end Pelm Springs is not sdequete to ﬁcet thelﬁeeas 0T the
communities.along this formex routo‘and there are frequent requests

at the stage offices of the applicant, both aﬁ Palm Spriags and

Indio-and other noints, for the proposed extended service and the

roposel alternative routing o ctages. The applicant‘éperatos 4
waet Lis known &5 @ ¢ircle tour by way of San Diogd,~pa331ng through
Imperial Talley and returﬁing via Paln SPrings aﬂd vice versz over
what 13 known.as tke short line route.. Muny travellers and tour-
iste who oveil themsolves of this c¢ircle tour moke frequent re-
guests for stop-overs at Palm SQrings and other points and this pro-
posed extension, which will be Qperated as a through service, will
permit the desired stop-overs. It was showa thot the establislment
of this proposed service will result in 2 Teduction in the Tare be=-
tween Palm Springs =nd Indio, tae present Zare bdeing 51.80, appli-
cable. over the ¢clrcuitous route detween Palm Springs, Woitewoter aad

Indio, the proposed fare over the direct extension from Pale Springs |

Se




to Indio being‘$l.oo. ihcre will be no fncreacse in through fercs
oy the establishﬁent of the alternctive route herein sought, as
the exleting through feres will be applicable where stages are
diversed over the proposed slternative route. Applicant proposes
to operate over the altermate route the stage which leaves los=s
ingeles ot 8:15 a.m. and the stage which leaves EL Centro at 8:00
aai. dally. It appears that the road between Ealm;SpringS end |
Inéio 1s in good condition and will affoxd o feesivle route for
the:proposes eitendcd operation.

Tith reference ¢ tie proposed ‘express service, the evi-
éence shows §hat'tbére will be & very material demend for the tfans-
portation of supplies for the hotels, as well as the fermers and
verious business eaterprises doing business along the §ropo$ed ex-
'tension. The express to be tramsported, however, will be only suck
gs may be transported on the pessenger vehicles of spplicant aﬁd pele]
package weighing in excess of 75 pounds chall be carried.

The Southern Pacific Compeny offered evidence to the
effect thot 1t operafes 2 satisfactory troin se:vice bétwegn Lo=
Angeles end Palm Springs’ station and there are six trains daily in
each directiop woich are aveiladle to all passengers dosixﬁng'td
g0 to Palm Springs and other points.
| | C. W. Crandell, wao operates = local passenge& and freight
service between Palm Springs station znd Palm Spricgs, testiried that
ne meets regularly the two locel trains deily in snd out of Palm Springs
station snd all other treins by special call or reQuestf The reéo:d
shows, however,‘that‘the proposed extended service sought Dy applicant
will hove 11ttle effect upon the local stege service conducted by C.We.
Crandall. | |

The apoplicent is hercby placed upon notice thoet ”Opqrative
righats™ do not comstitute a class of property which should be'oapi- '

talized or used as en element of velue in determining reasonable

6.




"

rates. Aside from their purely permissive aspect, th@y,qxtend fo
+the holder = full or pertial monopoly of a clasz of business over
a_particular route. This'monopoly featurc‘may be changed or des-
trqjed et any time by the state whieh iz 10t in gny respecs limitedl
+o thc number of righta which mey be given.
| After careful considerstion of all the evidence in tials pro-

‘ceeding we sre of the opinioﬁ that the diécontinuance ané abon-
donment of applicant's stage sexrvice between Celipatriea and Nilaﬁd
should be granted. | “

We are also of taec opicion that the propoScd extension o
applicent's stage service betweed Poln Springs end Indio, together

a

with the desired alternstive routing, choulé be gronved.

A public hearing heving been held in the eghove entitled
application,'the petter heving been submitted and beirsnow reody
zor decision,

IT I8 EEREBY ORDEBED_that the application of Pickwick
Steges System, Inc., & corporation, for authority to abandon its
steze service between Celipatria smd Nilend, Imperial Couﬁty,‘
California, beo end the same ic hereby granted,provi@ed that
Plckwick Stages System shall mekxe toriff filings in accordance
with Cenoral Order ¥o. 79, canceling rates in effect between
Calipatrie ozt Xilend, &lgo.such necessery Time scheGule sup~
plements canceling schedules between sald points. ‘ |

miE RATLRCAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNILA EERE-
BY DECLARES thet public'convenienco ané necessivy req&ixe the op-
eration by Diokwick Stages System, Inc., & corporatlon, of an |
automéblle stage lire as & common carrier of passengers, bagsege
anc expreés between\?alm Spr;ngs and Indlo, serving Cathedral
Gify, Indien Wells and 1ntermediate points, &s an éxﬁensﬂon of

1%3 present service between woitewater end Palm Spriags; and also

7.




reculires tho re=routing of one of its four deily schedules now
operated‘bctween Ios Angeles ana Imperisl Valley points, diverg-
1ng‘r*0m the main higﬁway et Whitewater, thence by the county
roaa';ié °éim Springs, Cathedral City and Indian Wells, return=
ing to the main highway at Indlo, together with the authority
to consolidate thoe foregoirg extension of ,e*vice and roregoing

erouting with its system of automobile stagc line:;(;;'par-
ticulearly set out and deserided in paregraph 2 of applicant's
axended aad suppl@ﬁental'application.

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED that a ¢cexrtificate of public

converience and necessity be =nd the same i:c hereby grented to

Pickwick Stages System, Inc., & corporation, for the 6peration

of the extension and for the alternative rerouting hereinabove

deserided, sudject to the following conditions:

Applicant shall file its written acceptance of
the certificate Zerein granted within & periold
of not 0 exceed ten (10) days from date hereof.

Applicant shall file, in duplicate, within a
period of not to exceed twonty (20) days from
tae date hereof, tarifl of rates and time sched-
ules, such tariffs of rates and time schedules
$0 ve ldenticel with those attached to the ap—
plication herein, or rates and time scaedules
satisfactory to the Rallrozd Commission, and
chall commence operation of sald sexrvice within
a period of not to exceed zixty (60) dzys from
the date horeorf. , ,

The rights and privileges herein authorized nay
not be dis continued, s0ld, leased, transferred
.nor essigned unless the wri ten consent of the
Rallroad Commission to such discontinuence,czale,
lease, transfer or ascigament has Iirst been
secured. '

No vehicle may be overasted by applicant herein
unless such vehicle is owned by sald applicent
or is leased by it urnder a contract or agreement
on 2 basls setisfeactory %o the Ruilroad Conm~-
nission.




The effective date of this order shall be twenty. (20)
deys from the dajce hereof.

Dated at Sen Fremeisco, Celiforaia, this _J/ 2%  day
Lo
of MWl , lg28.




