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In the Matter of the ALpplication of The
People of the State of Califormis, on
relat*on of the Celifornic Highway Come
nission, for exn order authorizing tne
construction o a State Highway crossing
wader the vracks of the Southern Pacific
Roilrozd at a point znear Truckee, Nevada
County, Cclifornie; the construction of
an overhead ¢rossing over the trocks of
the Soutkern Peocific Railroad at a point
about five miles north o* Tenoe City,
Placer COunuy, Californic; the consiruc~—
tion of 2 grede crossing at Takhoe City,
Placer CQunty, Celifornic; and the cban-
donment of nine existing grade crossings
of the present rocd over the tracks of
the Southern Pacific Company between
Truckee and Tahoe City, Colifornic.
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Application No. 13752.

Harry A. Eocell, for Apnlicent.

¥. W. Hobbs, for Southern Pacific Compzny.

This 43 o0 epplicetion by the Califormic Zighwey Commics~
sion for an order authorizing acnd apportlioning the cost of con-
struetving various croscsings, both at grade and 2% seperated grades,
with the tracks of Southern Pacific Compeny, made nmecessery dy the
relocation and reconsiruction of a public highway detween Truckee
end Tahoe City in Plecer aond Nevadz Counties, and the hbandonmeﬁt
of nine erossings with the said tracké anc fhe existing road ve-
tween these points. |

Public hearings were held in this matter at San Francisco

on September 26tk end October L7t:, 1927, before Ixeminer Gannol.




The recoxd shows that during the summer months there’is
a heavy vehicular travel in znd out of the Tahoe Lake rezion and
a considerable portion moves over the highway invérwed in this »ro~
cceding. The old Toed from Truckee to Lake Tehoe bremched Irom the
n2in Sécranentorﬁeno highway near the westerly edge of the Town of
Truckee, pazsed Througsh 2 subway under the Southern Pacific main
line track and thence followed, in 2 general way, the Tahoe Branch
of the railroad and the Truckee River to Tahée City, cerossing and
re-orossing the tracks »nine times. Thoe new aighwey, which iz
elready partially graded, is to leave the Szeromento=Reno hizhway
2t & point zbout one mile west of Truckee and pass through a pro-
posed subwey under the Southern Pacific Company's main line tracks
in the vicinity of Donner Creck and thexn proceed on the Westerly
cide of the brench line track and the river to 2 »noint gbout Live
miles north of Tchoe City, where it will cross,on an elevited
structure, both the rellroad and the river and proceed on into
Tehoe City on the eas?t bonk of the river. In the lmmedlate vic-
inity of Tghoe, 4%t will cross at grade severcl frelght leads and
spur tracks. The crozéings involved in the present application
ere ell of the crossings mentioned as on the new highway sligament
coove descrived. They will be discussced in thiz opinion in the
order mentioned. | o

The subway a2t Truckee, which 1is at precsent uzed by high-

wey traffic goirg to 2ad from %the leke, is 2 combination timber and

mesoaxy undexpass, through the embaniment carrylns the main line
tracks of Southern Pacific Company, at & point immediaxély west of
the west switch of Truckee yard. The width of this openingyié out
10% feet end the overhead clesremce is also 103 feet, meither di-
mension being cqnsistent with the standards of thié Oommission in
respect o swoways. Thae anproaches sre poor, the southerly ap-
proach being on ean exceedingly sharp curve, and the cight distance
is very short. The short sizht distancé, combined wita the fact
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that tae neorrow roadway will not pemmit two velicles to mee? in.
the subwey, offers & serious hezard to vehrilicuwlar traffic. Thics
structure 1s entirely inadequate Yo meet the traflic needs of tais
Truckee-Tahoe Highway. Only: two other plans to caxry thi: hishwey
ecross the. Southern Pacific track have been suggested. The plen
proposed by spplicant provides for a 24-0ot arch through the raile
road embenkment 2t the place where the track crossez the Domner
Creek ravine, adbout one mile west of the existing subway. Thic

underpass would have ascending zrodes of approach of L.84% from the

aorta end 3.12% from the south and is estimated %0 cost approximotely

369,300, The Southern Pacific Company »roposes & subway under 4t
tracks at a point adbout 400 feet west of the existing subwey. This
structure, which would consist of conerete abutmenis and wing walls
with 2 deck supported by stecl ™I™ beoms, would providé a 25-foot
clear roedway and ic estimated to cost'approximately $26,300.; ex-
clusive of apnroaches. Lpplicant contends that the alignment of
Yhe rozd necessary o utilize such a éubway would not mrovide pro-
ver sight distance aﬁd that in ordef to conneqt with the ultimate
Location of the Sacrﬁmento-cho highwey, =z proposed through the
Towm of Trweikee, Prohibdbitive grades of approach would be reguired.
I the plen proposed by applicant s carried out, it

will still be necessary to maintaln a croszing orf some sort in the
vicinity of the existing subway, in order to give the public access
Y0 the arez lying detween the main line tracks and the Trucikee River.
Tae amount of treflic using this erossing will, however, be‘greatly
reduced. Considexing, therefore, that 4t is epparently impossidle 0
close the existing road and crossing if the subwey a2t Donner Creck
/is constructed, 1t is believed that the connection proposed by the

. y/‘highway should, if constructed, be considered as o new road ond the
cost of effecting the grade zeparation at Donner Creex apportiohed

accordingly.
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Tne Commission has, in previous decisions, set forth it#
views in réaard to tue obligation of railroad companies 0 »provide
safe and adequate means for the pudlic crossing ity tracks znd in
several instances has assessed fhe company o substantial portion
el the cost of effecting grade seperations between existing tracks
and new roads. In the present instence, %the installation of a new.‘
subwey at Donner Creek ﬁouid wdoudtedly reduce, 10 2 negligiblé
amount, the volume of traffic using the existing suoway uncer the
mein line tracks, as well as the travel over the present grade
crossings on the Tahoe Branch of the Southern Pacific Company de-
tween Truckee and Domner Creek, end we bdelieve that under these
conitions, the Southern Pacific Compeny should-bear'thirty (30)
Der cent of the cost of the subwey proposed by apnlicant at Dbnnér
Crock.

»

Between Donnex Creek and the proposed overhead orossing
north of Tehoe City, the 0ld road crosses the railroad track five
vimes, whereas the new highway will eliminate any necessity ror‘the
through highway trafliic crossing the track at grede at these points,
although the crossings, or at least some of them, will probablj,have
to remein in place for the convenicnce'of persons having swmer éamps
or cottages along the Truckee River. BSBecause of the topogrephy of
the surrounding,country, howe&er, tuere is little possibility thet
any of these crossings will ever again dYecome Important or carry any
but purely locel traflfic. In effoect They will be little more then
private crossings giving access to‘camps end cotteges on the far side
of the reilroad from the highway.

One Of %these c¢rossings 1s located about three=-guarters of
a mile north of the proposed overneed crossing and et this crossing
the road, after crossing the tracks, also crosses the Iruckee River
and from this point remeins on the cast bank of tﬁe river. The
proposed overhecd crossing accomplishes the sene fesult, in theat 1t
cerries the hiziwey ecross the raiirosd and the river, but 2% a
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location more sultadble for a grade ceparation.

The gpplicent has presented en estimete giving the cost
of reconstructing a road detween two given points, crossing the
river on a low level bridge in fhe vicinity of the exiszting dridge
and erossing the ramilroad track et grade. The cost of this road,
including the bridge, is estimated to be $23,991. An estimate is
also presented, showing the cost of constructing c rocd between tho
same two given points dut stayiag on the west dbank of thoe river un-
til a point, suitable for a grade separating structurs, is roachoed
and then crossing both the rallroad an& river on & single bridge.
The cost of such a road is estimated to be $63,773.

Thae difference between these two sums represents the
estimated excess cost that would be incurred for the sole purpose
of ellecting & grade soparation. If this were a case iavolving
2 railroad, over which there were fregquent trsin movements, the
Cormmicsion would give serioug considerstion to dividing *this
excess expense equally between cpplicent snd the railrozd.

Subsequent to the submission of this case, the Comission,
by Deciszion No. 19169, dated Decemder 23rd, 1927, im Application
No.;lézls, authorized Southern Pacific Compony o dlscontinue the

operation of local trains over this line during the summer season

and nublic transportation will be provided through the operation of

motor busses. &S o result, the company will probably ¢percte butl
two trains per day over this line. |

In view of this situation, we do no% belicve that the
benelfits that will accfue to the reilroad, by providiﬁg for the:
elimination of this grade crossing, will Justify a grester expense,
assessed %0 the ¢ then $10,000. After giving comsideration,
nowever, to the that the»general nlen provides for the elimina-
tion of practically all traffic from other grade erossings on this
seme branch line railroad, we believe thet, conslidlered os 2 wholg,
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$10,000. is a feir end equitadle cmount to zssess to Southern
Pacific Company for their portion of the improvement.

In the vicinity of Tahoe City, the present road 1iato town
¢rosses o freight track and again re-érosses this track at a poin
some 900 feet ecsterly of the first croscing. In the proposed plaz,
it iz the intention to recomsiruct the highway leading +“o Tchoe City
entirely on the northerly side of tals freight lea&; thus évoiding,
crossings of tals road with the main track. By so doing, however,

it becomes necessary to cross two spur tracks and it will 2lso be

necessery that each brench of the highway wye, connecting with the road

Lleading to the rezox¥ts on the west side of the lake and to Placer=

ville, cross the main freight lead. In effect, therefore, the p:of‘
posed relocation will cause to bYe abandoned, as maiﬁ bighway ¢rosc~
Ings, one spur track ¢rossing and one c¢rossing of the main Treight
lead ond will create two spur track crossings and two crossings of
tiae highway wye over the main track.

It therefore oppears reasonable to zuthorize the crossings
proposed by the Eighway Comnigsion, but we believe that the cross-
izgs with the mein freizht lead chould be »protecteld by autometi
wig-wegs. We can see 2o reason for assessing the Southern Pacific
Compeany eny portion of the cost of comstructing these zrode cross-
ings. |

Tteppears from the record in thic proceedinsg that while
applicaﬁt iz the Califomia Highway Commiszzion, the road actually
veing constiructed by the Tederal Government. The theory has deen
advanced that since Section 43=3 of the Public Utilities Lct does
épecirically include the Federal Coverament as onc oL the parties
whom this Commiscion ean apportion the cost of grade sepsrations,
“ne Commission is, in this instance, without authority to spportion
the cost between the Federzl Covermment and the railroad. Soutiaern
Paciflic, therefore, contends that the Commiszion cannot zpportion any
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of the cost of thece croscings to the railroad compeny. Thoe gp-
vortionment of costv, as set forth above, 1s based on what'appears
to be =2 proper division of expense detween epplicent ané Southern
Dzeific Compeny and we do ot consider that because 2ll or some

poxtion of the cmount ascessed to gpplicant is %o be borne by the

Federal Govermment, Southern Pacific Company is, in ony wey, Te=-
‘ |

lieved from paying its Just proportion of the cost of constructing

the grede separations under comnsideration.

The People of thae State of Californic, om reletion of
the Coliforniz Fighwey Commission, having made application to this
Commission for an order authorizing the construction of a pubdblic
highway crossing under the main line tracks of Southerrn Pacific
Company at a point near Truckee, Nevada County, over the track of
szid company's Takhoe Brench at a point about five miles north of
Tehoe City, Plecer Courty, and 2% grade acrocs certeain Tracks of
seid Tshoe Brench ot Tehoe City, and aprortioning the ¢ost thereol,
o public hearing having bdeen held, the Commission being apﬁ&isod of
the facts, the matter being under subnmizsion and reedy for decision;

IT IS HERESY ORDE2ED that:

T. Permission and authority de end it is heredby grented
to.the People of the State of Celifornia, on relation of the Cal-
1fornia Highway Commiscsion, to consiruct 2 public highwey wder the
welin line tracks or‘the Southern Puclific Company in the southexly
half of Section 16, Te 17 N., R 16 E., M.D.B. & M., a5 shown by
the map, Exaidit "4, attached to the opplicationm. Sald crosﬁing
shall be identified ss Crossing No. A=206.7-~B end ehzll be con~
structed subject to0 the following conditlions: |

(2) sald undergrede crossing shall be construcﬁe&

substantially in accordance with Exhidit "3", atiached
o the applicetion. -




(%) The cost of construction of said undergrade
crossing, except paving the highway, shell be dborne
seventy (70) per cent by the epplicant and thirty (30)
Der cent Dy Southern Dacific Company. Applicant shall
veer oll paving costs. The maintenance of sgid cross-
ing shall be borze by applicant.

(¢) Said urndergrade crossing shall be constructed

with clearances confoming to the nrovisions of this.
Cormnission®s General Order No. 26-C.

IZ. Permission be and it is heredy granted to the People
oI the State of Callifornia, on relation of the California Eighway
Commission, to construct o public aighwey above the track of tae
Southern Pecific Compary’s Tchoe Branch at a point in the westerly
helf of Section 27, 7. 18 N., R. 16 2., M.D.Be & M., 25 shown by -
the map, Exhidit "A", atteched to the spplication. Said crossing
shall de identified cs Crossing No. AU=-218~A and shall be con=-
structed subject To the Lfollowing conditions:
(a) Seid overhead orossing chell be sconstructoed
sudstantially in accoxdance with Zxhibit "C", attached
o the application.
(b) Southern Pacific Compony chell pay $10,000.
toward the cost of comstructing said overhead crossing,
the remeinder of the ¢ost to be dorme by applicent.
~ (e) Said overgrade crossing shall be comstructed
with clearances conforming to the provisions of this
Comnicslion's Generzl Order No. 26-C.
| IIZ. Permission and authority be and 1V is heredby granted
to the People of the State of Californie, on relaticn of the Calif-
ornia Highwey Commission,. to comstruct pudlic highways at grade
aeross tracks of Southern Pacific Company's Tehoe Bramch ot four

points 1z Seetion 7, To 15 N., R. 17 E., M.D.B.& M., 2%t the loce=

tioms shown on the map, Exaidit "D", attached to the epplication,

séid erossings being more definitély described as follows:

A - A ¢crossing of o spur track at cpproximetely
Engineers Station 17+90 on the highway;

B ~ A erossing of the westerly leg of the highway
wye connecting with the Placerville Rroad over
the main freight lead ot a point opposite and
Lilty-Tive feot, more or less, southerly ILrom
Engineers Statiorn 13»30 on the main highway;
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C = X crossing of the ezsterly leg of the highway
wye connecting with the Plecervillo Road over
the main froight leecd =t 2 point opposite and
Lifty-Live feet, more or less, soutkerly from

CEngineers Stetion 10+00 on the main highway;

D - 4 crossing Of a spur track ot approximetely
Igineers Stotion 680 on the highway.

Tae sbove crossings shall be identified es follows:
Crossing A =~ No. JM-222.8~C,
Crossing 2 - No. AM-222.9

. i 4
Crossing C - No. Li=223.0,
Crossing D - No. AN=223.1-C.

Said crossings shall be comstructed sudject to the fol-

Lowirg conditlons end not otherwise:

(&) Said crossings shall be constructed with widths
notless . then twenty-four (24) feet, with grades of ap--
nroach not grester thon four. (4) per cent and at angles
with the railroad tracks substantially %he ssgme z2s those
shown on Exhibit "D" attached ¥o the application. They
suell be constructed substantially in accordance with
Stondard No. 2, as specified in CGenerel Oxrder No. 72 of
this Commission, shell be protected by sultable crossing
signs end chell in every way be made proper for the passasge
thereon of vehicles and other road traffic.

(b) The entire expense of constructing *the grade |
¢rossings saall be borme by applicant. The ¢ost of main-
Tenance rfor those portions of said crossings up to lines
two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be dorme
Dy applicant. The maintenance of those portions of sald
orossings between lines two (2) Teet outside of outside
ralls shell be borne by Southern Pacific Company. ‘

(¢) 4An cutomatic flegman shall be instolled for the
srotection of cach of the crossings ldentified as A-222.9
and A-223.0 above. Sald automatic flagmen chall be o &
type and instelled in accordance with plens approved by the
Commission. The cost of maintaining said wig=wag shall be
borme by Southera RPacific Company. :

IV. Sald crossings are gronted subject to further con-
ditions as follows:

() Applicent shall, within ninety (90) days from
the date hereof, file with the Commission o certifled
¢opy of an agreement between the interested partie;, ro-
letive to the &ivision of ¢ost of maintenance of tac
seid undergrede end overgrade crossings herein authorized.
52id ezreement shall be subdject to the approvel of this
Commission. .

(0) Applicant chall, before cormencement of con-
struction, file with this Commizsion & complete set of
the detail »lans of the proposed undergrede end over-
grade sitructures.
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(¢) 2pplicant shall, within thirty (30) days there-
alter, notify this Commission, in writing, of the comple-~
tion oI the inztallation of szald crossings.

() If 3eid crossings shall not have been installed
within one year from the date of this order, the suthori-
zation herelin granted shall then lapse and decome void,
wless further time is granted dy subseqguent order.

(e} .The Commission reserves the right to meke such
Turther.order: relative to the location, construction,
operation, maintenance and protection of said crossingc
25 10 1t mey seem rignt and proper and to revolke itz per-
mission 1f, irn i¥s judgment, the public convenience and
necessity denmand such action.

‘

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

doys from the dave nereof.

Dated at Sen frencisco, Californis, this .fbnﬁfﬁzﬁaay

of Merech, 1923.

 Comfnissioners.




