Decision No._ ':3:'\2

BEFORE TEE RATLROAD CQMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of application of
Southern Pacific Compeny for an
oxrder authorizing the construc~
tion at grade of side ‘tracks
across Belmont Ave. irn the City
of Fresno and ecross Ashlan,
Clinton and West Aves. and Olive
Street neax Fresno, all in the
County of Fresno, State of Cal-
ifoxnie. '
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Z. W. Eodbs, for 4pplicent.

A Co Shepard Deputy District Attomey,
for the County of Fresno.

L. 4. Butts, City Attorney, for the
City or Fresxo.
BY TEE COMISSICN:
PRELIMINARY ORDER

This is an application by Southern Pacific Compeny for
an order authorizing the construction of yard tracks and e second
nmain line track at grade over cexrtain pudblic tThoroughfares im arnd
near the City of Fresno, Fresno County. A public hearing was held
by Exeminer Gexnon at Fresno on Februaxy 29th, 1928, at which tinme
opposition developed to the granting of one of the grade crossings
involved, viz: that across Belmont Avenue in the City of Fresno.

It wes stipulated, however, thet the Commission might consider the
application insofar as it pextained to the crossiﬁes over county
roads eand sin;e such procedure appears Lo dbe in the public interest,
2n order will be entered at the present time in respect to these
crossings end o subseguent opinion and ordor will be entered cover-

ing the Belmont Avenue C¢rossing.
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The crossings involved in this proceoeding are those ocoa=

sioned by éhe construction of a new classification yard dy Southerm
Pacific Company at & point some four miles northwest of the City of
Fresno. A frenchise (Order of the Board of Supervisors, dated Jamu-
ary 30th, 1928) has been granted by the County of Fresno for- the
crossings lying outside the city l1imits But no frenchise has been
secured from the City of Fresno for the crossing of Belxont Avenue,
the City Coumncil having, on February 28th, 1928, refused to grent
such authority. The County franchise provides for four tracks
erossing Ashlan, Clinton and West Avenues. Crossings over (Qlive
Avenue sre slso invelved but the railroad company, in grenting an
egsgmegt for the Olive Avenue ¢rossing in 1921, reserved the right
to construct additional tracks. At this time it is not proposed to
construct 2ll éf the tracks covered by the franchise, the spplice-
tion before the Commission being for two tracks across Ashlan Avenue
end one track across Clintoﬁ, West end Qlive Avenues.

| The mew yard, which applicent proposes to comstruct, will
extend from 2 point near Clinton Avenue approximately two miles
northwesterly to a poiat near Ashlan Avenue and the crossings of
these two avenues are those of leads and ledder tracks of the pxo-
posed yard. The crossings of West snd Olive Avenues &re those oc~
casioned dy the construction of the second main line track from &
point neaxr the ndw yaréd southeasterly to a conhection with the ex-
isting double track iﬁ the City of Fresno.

The original application requested authority %o construct
this track on the easterly sidé of the existing mein line dut by
supplementel application, Tiled on .February 23rd, 1928, the dés—,_'
eriptionsof the crossings at Wesp, Olive and Belmont Ayénues-were
modified to provide for the construction of the track on the weste
erly side of the mein line track. The descriptions of the crossings

of Olive Avenue and West Avenue, es giver inm the franchise, &0 not




coincide with those requested in the application, the difference

being that the Lfranchise provides for 1l&~=foot track centers, wheresas
the supplementel application proposes lI=-Loot track centers. It is
believed, however, that the fLranchise, as filed, is sufficlent evi-
dence, so fer as this Commission is conéerned, of the comsent of the
County to the construction proposed and e modification of the fran-
chise will not be required before passing on the gpplication.
In the two miles between Clinton end Ashlan Avenues,

There are at present four county roads leading to crossings over
exdsting mein line track and two other roads not ¢rossing the ﬁrack'
but traversing the territory in which it is desired to bdbuild yard
tracks. In connection with the vacating and sbandonment of certain
portions of these roeds and the closing of the existing grede oross—
ings, the applican; anc the County of Fresno heve entered into exn
egreement. This a@reemenx, which 1sg dated Januvary l4th, 1928, pro-
vides %that 1in consideration oL the legeal cldsing and abendomment of
the roa&s, the rallroad will construct, pave eand deed to the county
e roed slong the géste:ly side of its new yerd comnecting ishlan
end Clinton Avenues; end that 1t will comstruct safe and‘adeqnato
grede crossings over its tracks at Ashlan and Clinton Avenues end
instell end meintein eutomatic wig-wag signals at these ¢rossings.
The egreement further provides that at such time as this Commission
shell determiné that it is necessary for the public safety and conf
venience and shall oxder the construction of & sudway or othqr means
0f separating the railroad and the highway grades at Clinton Avenue,
the railroad will contribute toward the cost of such grade separe~
tion the s oF One Hundred and Twenty Thousand Dollars (élZ0,000),
It eppeers, from the recoxrd, that a tentative loéation £or such giade
separation has been seleoted end thet the estimated ¢ost 1s (me
Eundred end Twenty Thousend Dollars ($120,000).

It eppeers to the Commission thet public convenience and necess

sity reéuire the construction of the grede crossings ab Ashlan, Clin-
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ton, West and Olive Avenues, applied for in this proceeding, and

that such authority should be grented. We are mot in accord,
however, with the type of protection provided in the agrecment‘
‘between applicant and the County..

The crossings of Ashlan and Clinton Avenues are at the
two Tespective throets of the new yard and from the nature of the
tracks which it is proposed to comstruct, it is believed that there
would be c¢considerable switching over these c¢rossings. Unless the
sutcpatic wig-wag, provided for in the agreement, is so wired that
1t will be operated by movements on the yard traéks, 1t will not
afford protection against the majority of the train movements over
the crossing and if it is connected to the yarﬁ tracks, there is
a liklihood that 1t will at many %imes operate unnecessarily and
the pudblic will decome accustomed %0 peying little or no heed to
the wig-weg. S ,"  e

| We are of the opinion, however, that some specisl pro-
tection wil; be required at these twé crossings.' Talle it is true
that the volume of vehiculexy traffic is not great and, possidly,
does not, in itself, Justify the maintaining of huﬁén rlagmén, 1£
mey dbe that, decause of the fact that these crossings are located
at the throats of the new yard, protection dy humen flagmen should
be provided. Since the present order does not purport to dispose
of all matters in oonnection with this application, we will, at
the present time, suthorize the crossings with Ashlen and Clinton
Avenues, without specifying the type ot special'brotection which
will be required. JApplicent can expect, however,‘that unless it
can provide a type of sutomatic protection which, in the estimation
of the Commission, will give adequate and proper warning to the
public, a supsequent order will require that humen flagmen be main~
teined at these two_érossings. '

It also appears that a considerabdble volume of traffic hes
occasion To ¢ross the tracks at Qlive Avenue and it 1s believed that‘iﬁ
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this o¢rossirg should be protected by wig-wags. -

A preliminary order will therefore be entered, granting
authority for the ¢xossings which arxe located in the County of
Fresno snd providing for protection as above outlined. |

Southern Pacific Compuny, a corporation, having Iiled the
above entitled application with the Commission, asking for suthority
to comstruct its tracks et grade across Belmont Avenue in the City
of Fresno, County of Fresmo, and across Olive, West, Clinton and
Ashlan Avenues, in the unincorporated portion of the County of
Fresno, State of Celifornis, a public hearing having been held,at
which 1t was stipulated that the Commission could copsider the. ep-
plication insofar es it perteins to the crossings in the County of
Frespo and the Comission beirg apprised of the facts in regexd to
éaid orossings in the County of Fresno; therefore,

IT IS HERESY ORDERED that permission end euthority be and
it is hereby granted to Southern Pacific Company to construct its -
tracks at grade across Olive, West, Clinton and Ashlaﬁ~Arenues, 1#

the Ticinity of Fresno, County of Fresuo, State of Californie, es

follows:

CENTER LINE DESCRIPTION OF SECOND MAIN TRACK
DESIGNATED AS TRACK. "B" ACROSS OLIVE. AVENUE.

CONMENCING at a point in the northwesterly line
of Olive Avenuve, 2 distance of 13 feet measured at
right angles southwesterly from the center line of tae
Central Pacific Railway Company's mein rafilroad track
at Engineer's Station 5809r29, said point being point
of beginning of center line of track being described;
thence South 41° 47' East parallel to and 13 feet
measured at right angles from the center line of said
Tallwey coxpany's mein rajlroad track, a distance oFf
60 feet to an intersection with the southeasterly line
of Olive Avenue and end of center line of Track "B"
being describded. . .- -

CINTER LINE DESCRIPTIMN OF SECOND MAIN TRACK
DESICNATED AS TRACK. m3" ACROSSVWEST.ANENUE,.

| COMMENCING et a point in the westexly line of West
Avenue a distance of 13 feet measured at right angles




southwesterly from the center line of the Central Peci-
Tfic Railway Company’s mein railroad track at Engineer's
Stetion 5783+26.53,.5al8 point being point of begimning
o center lime of track being descrided; thence South
41° 47' East parallel to and 13 fToct measured at right
angles.lrom the center line of sald railway company's
main railroad track, a distance of 90.02 feet to an.in~
tersection with the easterly line of West Avenue and
end of center line of Track "B" being descrided.

CENTER LINE DESCRIPTION OF TRACK "CM
ACROSS CLINTON AVENUE. .

COMENCING at a point in the northeasterly line of
Clinton Avenue, a distance of 19 feet measured at right
angles northeasterly from the center line of the Centrel
Pacific Rallway Compeany's main railroad track at engin-
eerts station 5738+02.6, sald point being point of de-
ginning oI center line of track being deserided; thence
South 41° 47' EBast parallel to and 19 feet measured at
right angles.from the center line of said Railway Com~
pany's main line railroad track, & distance of 60 feet
T0 an interseciion with the southeasterly line of Clinton
dvenue and end of center line of track "C" being described.

CENTER LINE DESCRIPTION OF TRACK "C"
ACROSS ASELAN AVENUE. | e

COUENCING 2t a point in the northexrly line of ishlen
Avenue, a distance of 19 feet measured at right angles
northeasterly from the center line of the Central Pacific
Railway Company's main line railroad track at engineer's
station 5631+76.76, said point being point of beginning of
centexr line of track being described; thence South 41° 47°
East parallel to and 19 feet measured at right angles from
the center line of said Railway Company’s main railroad
track, a distance of 79.87 feet +0 zn intersection with the
southerly line of Ashlan Avenue and end of center line of
track "C" being descrided.

CENTER LINE DESCRIPTION OF TRACK "D
ACROSS ASELAN AVENUE. e

COMMENCING at a point in the northerly line of Ashlan
Aveanue, a dilstance of 37 Leet measured at right angles
noxrtheasterly from the centexr line of the!Central Pacific
Railway Compeany's main line railroad track at engineer?s
station S631+92.97, said point being point of beginning
of center line of track being describded; thence South 41°47!
East parsllel to and 37 feet measured at right sungles from .
the centexr line of sald Railwey Company's main railroad
track, a distance Of 79.87 feet to an intersection with the
southerly line of Ashlen Avenue and end of center line of
track "D™ being descrided;

-

and as showﬁ'ﬁy the map attached to the application.
The above crossings shall bde 1dentified as follows:

0live Avenue Crossing No. B-~203.2
West Avenue " " B=202.8
Clinton Avenue ? ? EB=201.9
Ashlan Avenue " B-199-9




Said orossings to be comstructed subject to the follow-
ing conditions, namcly;'

(1) Tze entire expense of conmstructing the crossings,
togetner witﬁ the cost of their'maintenancg thereafter in good
and rirst-class condition for the safe and convenient use of
the public, shall be boxme by applicant.

(2) Said crossings shall be comstructed equel or
superior té type shown as Standard No. 3, 1n:General Ordexr No.

72 of this Comlssion and shell be comstructed of a width to
conform to those portions of seid svenues now graded, with the
tops of rails 2t same elevation as main line reils and flush
with the pavement, and with grades of approach no? exceeding
two (2 per cent; shall de protected dy suitadble ¢rossing signs
and shell in every way be made safe for the passege thereover

of vehicles and other road traffic.

(3) Two automatic flagmen shell be installed and

maintained for the protection of the crossing of Olive Avenue,
Seid automatic Llagmen shell be of a type desiznated as Stand-
ard No. 3 in General Order No. 75 of this Commission. Thae
cost of instelling and mainteining said flagmen shall be borne
by applicant.

(4«) 4pplicent shall, within thirty (30) days there~
elter, noti:y this Commission, in writing, oL éhemcompletion of
the installation of said crossings. |

(3) If said crossingé shell not have been Iinstalled
within one"yéa:;rrqm the date of this order, the authorization
herein granted shall ther lapse and decome void, unless fur-
ther time is granted by subsequent order.

(6} Tﬁe Cormission reserves the right to make such

further orders, relative to the location, construction, opera~




| tion, maintenance and protection of said ¢rossings as %o it mey

seex right and proper, and %o revoke its permission 4if, in its

judgment, the public convenience and necessity demand such action.
The authority herein gran‘ced ..,n.all become effeotive on

the date h.ereo... , /E'\

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 17 ey

o 1938. ﬁw\—’
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Commissioners.




