
} 
In the matter ot the application of ) 
the City ot Torrance to establish gra~e ) 
crossings over the Pacitio Electric ) 
trao~ at El Prado and Border Avenues } Ap~11cat1on No. 13861. 
and a. t !'orty-ti va 0 ther :plac es w1 tb.1n ) 
the C1ty ot ~orranoe. ) 

) 
In the matter of the application ot } 
the Pacif1c lC.eotrio RaUway Com)}fJ.nY' ~ ) 
a corporation, tor &uthorit.1 to con- } 
struct Son industrial drUl tra.ck at ) Appl1oation :No. 14300 .• 
grade a.cross 1restern Avenue and. azOth ) 
street in the City ot ~or.rance and the } 
C1 ty 01: ~$ ,A%l.gcles. ~. 

Perry G~ Briney, tor the City o! ~orrance. 

C. l.'T. Cornell, tor Pac1!1c Electric Ra11-
mY' Company. 

BY r.s.z COwaSSION': 

OPINION ........... -- .... ---- ..... 

!n 'App11cation No. 13861, as amen~e~ December 12th. 

19'27, also at the hes.l"1ng, the City ot Torrance asJa> 'tor author!. ty 

to establish thirty C30l :public b.1~ crossings a.t grade acr¢S$"', 
• " f 

-;he tracks e.nd right-of-way ot the :pacifie Zlectric R.a.ilway Com,a.ny 

in the City ot ~or.rance, Lee Angeles Co~tY'. 
". 

!n A:ppllce.t10n No. ~4306, ~led on December 29th~ 1.927 ~ 

the Pac1tic Electrie P~1~way Company asks ~or permission to eon-. 

stNct a. d.ril~ track 3. t gra.de across Western Avenue, e. :portion O'! 

this crossing 13 located in the City 0: Los Angeles, while the 

rem.a.1nder in the C1 ty o-t Torrance,. and also e.eross, 2Z0th streot in 

the City of ~or.ranee. 
~e3e a.:pp11eationz t as will 'be ind.iea.ted here1na.tter, desJ. 

wi. th role. tod me. tter3 a.nd 'by sti~a t10n at t:c.e public hearing on 

Peoruary16thJ' 1928, 'before Exe.miner W111i8..:ls. they were eo:c.so1.1.- . 
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dated tor the purpose o~ hearing and decision. 

Due to the tact that all or the erossings involved 1n 

Application No. 13861 have been used by the public 'tor Var.11ng 

periods up to a ma:d.mllm or :t1rteen (15) years, and the tact that 

the:::e is no opposition to. the gra:lting ot the appl1cat1on,the 

.prbe1pa.l 1ssues appearing in the :record are diVis10n or co·st and 

~e ot construction • 

.lppliean t introduced a ·sigc.ed agl"eemen t between the city 

and the railway in the matter ot cost d1vis1on (EXhibit No.1)', 1n 

:which the crossiDgs are grouped ill accorde:c.ce with d11::t'er1ng ~p­

port1 onmen ts ot cost, whioh appears to be reasonable. 

Tlle tracks involved oonsist or the Torrance Braneh Line 

or the j?ae1'ti0 :Eleet:-1c Railway' Company and certain drill end spur 

tracks served from 1 t. .All are single track. ~e ma1n tr:l.ck op-

eration occurs along Ce.'br1ll~ Avenue (see Dwg. C.~.:s:. 10~, tUed 
.. . -

with ..&;pp11oat1on No. l43061~ This track, end practioally all others 

involved here1::i, occuPY' Pacifio Electric Ba1lway CompallY9 s :r1gt.~r- . 
. 

way which separates the street into two roadways. on cabri110 

Avenue there are two scheduled pas3enger trains per hour at a speed 

o!' approximately t1tteen miles per hour, and on the 'branoh. along 

Sartori J,venue, serving the Pacit1c Electric shops, there is one 

passenger car per hour at low speed. The other tracks carry OCca-

sional :t':re1ght sw1 teh1ng. The spur on Redondo Boulevard ends ':>e-

tween crossings E-9· end E-10, as shown on EXh1'b1 ts "A" and OS" 
. - .... ' 

attached to Application No. 13861. The drill tr~ek along Bow 

Avenue (Crossings 11-2 and R-11 serves the COl\1mb1a. Steel.Co~Y' to~, 
. 

the north. 
In add1 t10n to these exist111g tracks, the Pac1:!'i0 Elect!"1c 

. Railway' Company, 'by A:£,p11cat1on No. 14306, O¢llSo11dated herein, 

:proposes e. drill track along Ferroearr1l ..A.venue', e.s shown on Draw-

ing C.E~S. 10548 attached to ~he application. Ant1cip~t1ng tll1z 

construction, the city, tn its amended applice.t1on~ seck& crossings 
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at I-l, I-2, 1-3 and 1-5, as shown onExh1b1 t If A ff attached to Ori-
• •• I 

gtnal ~p11cat1on No. 13801. Roweve=, since the proposed dr1ll 

track rill lie eo. t1rely south ot Carson Street', there Will be no 

track at either I-lor I-2, and tliat po~ion or the application 
. . 

tor these two cross1ngs sho'Cld be d1sm1sse~ 

The City' ot Torrance was caretully planned and tounded 
. . 

as an essentia+ly industrial community in the year 1912 or there-

abo~ts. At that time, or shortly thereatter, practically all 

tracks 1nvolved herein were constructed and most ot thecross1ngs 

'flOW requested came into public use. The wide, level and. well-

surfaced streets contribute materially toward satet:y at .intersec-

tions with the tracks. View conditions are generall~ good; where 

v1ews can be ettective1y ~roved by tr~ns 'ot .zhade: trees~ t:::z.e 

City Engineer agrees to act on advice tr~ this COmmission. The 

s~e witness 'believes that the volume or vehicUlar trarrie at the 
, 

cross1ng or Carson Street with the main track during a :peak hour 

1n the morn1ng end e;t'ter.c.oon ~ comb1ned Wi th the several directions 

or trattic and the obstructed view at one co:rner, justi:rie,s :proVi-

sion or tJ. tratric·ort1cer tor those hours. 1hisCo:ma.1ssion con-
s1ders such protection proper. 

Evidence on the type ot co:astrc.ction tor the e;%'ossing.s 

,roposed, ~ests tour classifications: ell those now or standard 

type 1n good condition and theretore reqUiring no 1mmed1ate ex-

,end.1ture; . .{21 those reqUiring reconstruction immediately to 1'y'pe 

NO.4 in General Order No. 72 or this COmmission; (3) those re-

q~r1ng reconstruetion ~ediately to Type No.2; and, (4) those 

tor which reconstruction to ~e No. 2 or better might re~nably 

be postponed tor the present., Rege.rdix:ig those o:ross1rigs'tor which 

"immed1ate'! :reconstruction 1s p~~osedt applicant reques.tsa penod - . 
ot two years tor completion or the work. This period appears rea-
sonable in view o! the tot:ll cost o! this progrem. In connection. 

Wi th ~ose crossi::lgs on which it is proposed the. treeonstructiOll be 
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·' 
poot:90ne~ (G-l, ,0.-3, G-5, G-G,. G-7 .• E-l., e.r:.d :8:-2), witness '!'or the 

city a~ee3 that some o:e them a.re- a.t p:-eoent intmsa..t1s1:aetor:r 

cOtJ.d1 ti on, b'J. t eXlll8.1ns tAa. t the ci ty in tends to :na..ko immoG.1O. te 

re,a1rs which will accommodate the ~ted volume ot traffic now 

using them.; the more perm.e.ne-nt type to be constructed. a.ccording to·· 

Para.grs.:ph No. Z of Exh1bi t N~. 1 herein. ~hese cross1ngs now lack 

only ga.a.rd rails to contorm wi tb. St3.~(L ~e- No. Z. 'Xherefore, 

it again a.;ppoaro reasonable, cOl'l$ider1ng thts com);)lete program,. to 

a~thor1ze, tempo~i1y, at these seven locations,. a mod1tie~.~e 

No. 2 without ga.a.rd rails. More permAnent type- ¢~ crossing sbould 

be COl1stru.cted in aocorde.nce Wi th the terms o~ Paragraph No. Z o'! 

Elchib1 t No. 1 or by tu.to.re direction of tbis Com..rAiss1on. " 

Tne record relating more specifically to Application 

I No. 14S06 shows the pX"oposed. drill tra.ck to be necessary tor serv-

1:ag prospective indtLstries; 31l0VtS tbat o~eration will be entirely 

Sl071 tre1ght swi telling, thAt views vr"J..ll. be 'fairly o,en; and, the.t 
..... ,. . 
'l.,> • 

sta:~d signs will attord reasonable ~roteet!on tor the pre$ent. 
~o op~os1tion hao been o'!fered to ~pposo the granting of this 

application. ~he oost of construction ~or these two crossingi ~ 

apportioned b,. a.greement C:E::lch1b1t No.1}. 

From a careful consideration of the recor~ in thi: matter, 

it is our cOJ:).cluzion that the two a:p:p11cat10ns shoull1 be granted. and 

the following order wUl so provide: 

ORDER 

Zb.e C1 ty Council of the 01 ty ot ~orra.nce having made e.p-

plication tor the estab~1$~ent ot publ1c bighways at grade across 

the tracks ot the Pacific Electric Raf.lwa.y Com;pany at th1:rt,. (3<» 

locationo hereinafter s~c1tiea.lly name·d (A];>pllca.t1on No.l.3S61);· 

the ?e.c1t1c Zlectrie Ra.11vrs.Y' Com;pany, a. cor;porat1on,. ha:v1.z;..,; applied 

~or author1.ty to construct 0. dr1.ll tra.ck at grade acr03S 1restern . . 

Aven'Q.e and 220th street in the City of ~orrance and the City ot " 



Los Angeles (.Applioation No. 14306:),. a public hearing having been 

held, the Commission being apprised or the rac~s, the matter being 

under submission and ready tor decision; 

IT IS ~y FOUND ~ A FACT that public convenience and 
necess1ty.requi~e the establishment o~ the pub11ccross1ngs at 

grade at the pOints indicated herein; theretore, 

IT IS HEREBY OP.DERED the. t permission end author1 ty oe and 

it is hereby grsnt~d to the City ot Torrance, County ot Los ~geles, 
State 0: Cal1~orn1a, to construct certa~ public streets at grade 

across the tracks ot Pacific Eleetric Re.ilway(~Com:pe.ny· at the tollow-
. . 

ing ntml.oered locations, end. as shown on Exhibits "J..ft, ";en and "C" 

rUed with A.pp11catioD.·:No. 13861: 

Street Ident1t1cat1on No •. ' 

C-l Border Avenue at 2l3th Street 6 RCA-17.58 
0-2 Maice1l1ua at Cabr1110 Avenue " " -17~64 
C-S Sartori at Cebr1110 Lvenue " !! -17~6$. ~ 

c-4 Gre.m.ercy and Double at cabr1110 Avenue " '! -17.75 · 0-5 carson at cabrillo Avenue " " -17.80 · C-6 2lSth Street at Cabrillo Avenue " ~ -17.91 -
0-7 220th.Street at Cabri110 Avenue " '.! -l8~1 
C-S 222nd Street at Caor111o Avenue " ~ -18.22 
0-12 Western Avenue a.t Plaza del .li::AO " ~ -18 ... 65 
D-l Border Avenue near Guadelupe Avenue " f! -17.64-0 
2-l0 Eng%'ac1a Avenue at Redondc BouJ.evard " '! -1.7.81-C 
E-ll Sartori Avenue et Redondo Boulevard " '! -17~7'-C -
E-l2 Post, El he-do Avenues end intervening area " " -l7.54-0 
F-1 Portola at Sartori .venue " '! -le~ll-C · 
F-2 Arlington at Sartori Avenue " " -lS.O-C 
F-3 Cravens at Sartori ~venue " '! -17.88-C 
F-4- Ensraoia at Sartor1 Avenue " " -"7'e~ .. , ."" . 
F-5 Redondo Boulevard at Sartori Avenue " " -17.74-C 
0-1 2l3th st~eet at Border ~venue " '! -17.57-0 
G-3 Double street at Border ~veuue " '! -17.75-<: -
G-4 C~son Street at Border Avenue " '! -17 .. 86-C 
0-5 2l8th Street at Border Avenue " '! -1?98-C 
0-6- 220th Street at Border Avenue " " -18.l-0 
0-7 222nd street at Border Avenue " '! -18.22-(: 
E-l 2l3th Street at Bow Avenue " " -17~9-C . 
H-2 Border Avenue at Bow Avenue '!: " -l7~76-C '. .. 
1-3 220th street at Fe~ocarri1 Avenue " " -19.!>,;"C -. ' . 
I-S Western Avenue at Plaza del AmO '" " -18.65-.C ., " 

(Adjacent to E-12 above) 
• ._. I"-

and more ~art1cularly described in Application No. 13861, amended. 
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• 
) 

Se.1d erossinss shall be constructed subject to the 

following conditions, n~ely: 

(11 ~e e~ense ot constructing the twenty-six (26) 
" . 

c:-oss1llgs shown in Paragraphs 1, 2 and S ot EXhibit No.1, shell 

be borne as agreed by the parties 1n sa1d exnic1t. ,No construc-

tion work is req:u.1red at Cross1:gz 0-1 or D-l. ,The. cost or main-
- . 

tenance ot those portions or all twenty-eight (26) eross~s au-
• .' I . . 

thorized herein, outside ot lines two (2) teet outside otthe out-
sid! rails, shal.l be borne 'by applicant. 'I'he maintenanco or those 

po~t1on$ ot said twenty-eight (281 crossings between.l~es two (2)· 
.. . .... ,,:'" .... 

teet outside ot the outside rails shall be borne 'by the Pao1fic 
",' 

Eleotric Ra11w~ Company. No portion o~ the cost herein assessed 
to- applicant, tor the construction or IIlA1nte:o.e.nce otsa1d eross1llgz', 

shall be assessed by applicant, in any ~e:rwhatsoever, to the 

operative :property or the Paoit1c Electric Railwe.y,~any'. . ~ 

, . 
(2) The tollowiDg erossi.:o.gs shall be' eonst:ruoted su'b-

zte.:c.tially 1n accordance with Standard No.4, as speeit1ed 1n 

General Order No. 72 o~ this Commission: 

C-Z :Maroellina at Ca;'br1l1o 
0-3 Sartori at Ce.brlllo 
C-4 Gramercy and Double at Ce.br111o 
0-5 carson at cabrillo 
0-6 2l8th at Cebr1110 
0-7 220th at Cabr11lo 
~e 222nd at Ce.bril1o 

E-10 Engracia at Redondo Boulevard 
E-ll Sartori at Redondo Boulevard . 
E-l2 Post at Redondo Boulevard (portion 

shown ill red on. Exb.ib1 t ":8") 

1'-1 Portola at sartori Avenue 
F-2 A:r'11ngton e.. t Sartori Avenue 
F-Z Cravens at Sarton Avenue 
F-4 Engracie at sartori Avenue 
F-S Redondo at sartori Avenue 
-
(3') The following crossittgS shall be constructed equal 

or superior to Standard No.2, as spec1t'1ed 1n General Order No~. 72 

ot th1s Comm1ssion: 

o-l2 Western Aven~e 
G-4 Carson street at Boreer Avenue 
I-Z 220th Street at Ferrooarril Avenue 
I-S Western Avenue (Dnll traek) 
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(4) ~e follo\nng crozo.1ngs zb.a.ll be constructed, vr.1tb. 

the exception of guard rail:::, oC}.ua.l. or z'C.:perior to Stantard No.2" 

as specified in Gener~ Order No. 72 of this Commission: 

G-~ 2J.3th 3. t :Border Avenue 
G-3 Double at Border Avenue 
G-5 21Sth at Border Avenue 
G-6 2Z0tb. ct Border Aven~e 
G-7 2Z2nd at :Border Avenue 

R-J. Zl.3th at Bow Avenue 
R-Z Border Avenue at :Sow Avenue 

(5) Each or the twenty-eight (28:) crossings authorized 

herein shall be C9ns~cted with grades of approach not exceeding 

tour (4) per cent; of widths and at angles with the tl"a.cks. as shown 

on ~b.:tb1ts TTB" and ftCTT atte.ehed to Application 10.1386l; shall be 

:proteete~ 'by su1.ta.ble crossing signs an~ sha.ll. 1n every waY' 'be made 

sate tor the pass~ge thereon of vehicles and other road ~!1e. 

(6) Applicant. sl:l.al~, w1tbi.n thirt1 (30) days theree.tter. 
-,. 

nottty this COmmission, in writing. or the C"OQl1)letion o:t the 1.n-

sta11at10n of said crozs1nga. 

C7} It said crossings shall not have been installed 

witll1n tv/O (2) yea.rs ~om the, date of this ol"der, the autbor1za..-:t.o:c. 

herein gra.nted sb.e.ll then la.:pse and "oecome VOid, Wlless ttlrther 

time is grante~ by su"osequent order. 

(8) ~e Com.m.1ssion reserves the right to make such 

fUrther or~ers relative to the loca.tion. conetru.ct1on" o'pera.'tion" 

maintenance and protection ot sa.id eroszingz as t.o it mAY' seem 

right and pro:;;>er and to rev-oke its per=.1ss1on 11', in 1 ts; j'tldgmen t, 

tbb pu.b11c convenience and necess1ty demand such action. 

IT IS mu:BY FURTHER OR:DE?..ED tbat A:P1'1ics.t1oll No. 13861, 

in 30 tar a.s it reters. to cross1ngs a.t I-l (213th Street at ?erro-

carr1l Avenue) and. I-2 (Carson Street a t:E'errocarr1~ Avenue) "00 
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• 
an~ the ~ame is hereby dismissed. 

IT IS, rmREBY :&'U:Rl'.aER ORDEI<ED that permission end autho:r-

ity be and it is her~by granted to the Pac1t10 Electric Railway 

Company to co:c.stX"\lct a drill t:re.ck at grade across Wes.tern Avenue 

and 220th Street in the C1t.1 or Torranoe and the City or,LOs 
.Arlgeles, Cou:c.ty or Los .l.ngeles, state or CalitOl"D.1e., as shown 'by 

the map (Dwg. C.E.E:. l0548) attached to the application, and as 
. . 

speeitieally desorioed under Titles I-~ and I-5 above" said eross-
, 1ngs to be constructed subject to the cond1 tiOllS stated a~ve. 

The au~or1ty herein granted shall become etteot1ve on 

the date hereor. 

Dated at Sen FranOisco, Ce.litornia, this b~/) lX- d.'3.j" 

or Y..aroh, ,1928. 


