Decision Noe S XY o

BEFORT THE RAITROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA.

""ﬁh /"\XT
In the Mattexr of the Application of
SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY,

a corporation, for permission to &is-
continue street railway service on
Tirst Street between 3 2nd Laurel
Streets in the City of San Diege, and
substitute bus service in lieu thereof.
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Application XNo. 14365.
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Torrest A. Cobdb and S. T. Mason,
for Applicant.

Y THEE COMMISSION:

In the above entitled application the San Diego Electric
Rallway Company seeks permission %o discontinue electric street-
car service slong First Street; between B an@ Leurel Streets; a
distance of 0.92 miles, ir the City o: San Diego, and to substitute
therefor a motor bus service slong the same route with additional
loop sexrvice around four blooks in the downtown dLstrict bounded by
B, Third, Broadway and First Streets.

A pudlic hearing was held thereop in-San Diego vefors
Examiner Rowell after all interestel parties had been notified and
given an opportuniiy to be heard. No objections were male %o the
granting of the application. The proposed changes have been
endorsed by the City Council of the City of San Diego and a Lrarn-
chise secured by applicant Lor the operation of busses over the
adove named sireets.

The San Diego Electric Rallway Company has been prompied
-to.make such changes in the form of its transportation service

vecause of the immeXiate mecessity confronting it of making exten-

sive repalirs of “tracks and pavement. If its rail line along First T
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Street should de recomsiructed, the cost Incluling repaving would

be approximately $65,000., wherezs the‘cost of rexoving the tracks
ana‘repaving slone is estimated at $ZO,SOO.; anld the cost of new
bus eéuipment at $22;720. Thus by éubstituting_bgs‘service for
the existing rail service a saving of about £22,000. in immedicie
investment will be effecteld. I the investmént‘in street cars is
consldered, the'saving in capital 1nvestment‘is even grecter.

The applicent has for some time past been operating -
motor busses over other portions of its street transportation
system, and such form of service has proven entirely practicadle,
The cost of operating motor busseé, as Indicateld by Lits own ex-
perience, Iis 24.63 cents per bus mile, whereas the cost offopérat-
ing electric street-cars is 32.93 cents per car mile, and the cost
per bus seat mile also Is slightly less than that of electric cars
per seat mile. r

In‘addition to the saving in the cost of operation; tae
applicant is of the opinion that on this particular line a beiter
service can be rendered by busses than by street railway cars.
The territory is fully developed and now affords the meximum
patronage that can bYe anticipated under the present service. Wifh,
the substitution of busses the running schedule can de reduced Lfrom
a fifteer minute %o a ten mimute hesdway, and it is anticipated that
the more frequent service will result in increased patronage;
Modern dusges of Lorty passenger capacity will de usea; which are
of sufficient size to care for the trarffic Aduring the hours of
heaviest travel. Fares anl transfer privileges will de 1ﬁent1ca1
with those mow applying to the present service.

The changes proposed under this proceeding in the trans-

portation service of the applicant appear 1o be Justified by -
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public convenience and necessity anl the applicetion therefors will
be granted.

The Saz Diego Electric Railway Company heving filed the
above entitlel applicaﬁion; & public hearing thereon paving been
held;,the matter submitted and now ready for decision, therefore

IT IS HEREBY ORDIRED that the San Diego Electric Railwny
Compaﬁy Ye and it is hereby authorized to abdandon eleciric street
reilway service along First Street betwsen B end ILaurel Streets in -
the City of Sar Diego, and to subsfitgte therefor & passenger motor
bus service with approximately ten (10) mizmte hesdwey over the
following descrived route, to-wit: -

‘Beginning at the intersection of Taurel Street and
First Street; thence rmuning southerly along Firs?t Street
to B Street; thence easterly along B Street to Taird
Street; thence southerly slong Third Street to Broadway:
thence westerly along Broaldway to Firs+v; thence xartherly

along First Street to Taurel Stree®, to the point of
beglinning. :

Applicant shall post motices for a pericd of three (3)
deys In all street cars opersted over said linme advising the puablic

of diccontinuance of sald street car service aﬁ& substitution of

‘motor tus service therefor.

The authority herein granted shall become effective on
the date hereof. ‘

Dated at San Francisco, California, this ?44 doy
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Commissioners.




