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BEFORE THE S ILROAD CQUIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOPNIA

v
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Decision No._t1 9 Q a3

‘v- .

""In the Matter of the Application of
THE CITY OF BURLINGAME, = municipal
corporation, for permission to con=-
strucet crossing at grade over tracks
ol the Southern Pacific Company and
Market Street Reilway Company,
railroad corporations.

Application No. 14100.
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H. A. Totten, for the City of Burlingame.,

H. V. Hobbs; for the Southern Pacific
Company.

"T. R Dains, for the Market Street Rail-
way Companye.

3Y TEE COMMISSION:

This is en application‘by the City of Burlingeme foxr e
pedestrian'crossing over the tracks of Southern Paclific Company and
Market Street Rallway Company at a point approximately'midway be~
‘ween Burlingeme and Broadwey Stations on Soutaern Pacific Com-
pény's Coast Line.
| ' o pﬁblic hearing was held in Burlingeme on . Januaxy Léth,
1928,;beroré Exeminer Gannon.

- The proposed crossing involves a doudle Track main line
orleach coﬁpany. These tracks extend in 2 genersl nortawesterly
and southeasterly direction through the City of Buxlingame znd the
ecrossing requested iz desired to afford an outlet fLrom that portion
of the ¢ity which lliez on the norfheasterly‘side of the railweys,
northweszt oL Oak Grove Avenue. This district, which is generally.

referred %0 as the Corbitt and Villa Park subdivisions, consists
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of zome six or zeven bdlocks of falrly well bullt=-up residence pro-
perty. ZExhidit No. 6 shows that there are now some 125 houses
located in the two tracts.

The district is traoversed by three strentz which mun
approximatély 2% right angles to the railroads; namely, Oek Grove,
Park and Morrell Avenues. Park Avenue séparates the sald two zub-
Qivisions, Oek Grove ivenue is 750 feet south of Park Lvenue end
Morrell Aveaue is 600 feet north thereof. Oak Grove avenue is the
only one of these three streets which crosses the trecks involvod.
in this application 1t i3 préposed 10 construct a pedestrian crozs-
Ing opposite the westerly terminus of Morrell Avenue.

In the past there have been two other proceedings before
the Commiséion, seeking authority for crossings in this vicinity.
In 1914, Application No. 1408 was filed, in which the City requosted
permission to construct and extend Pelm Drive acToss these tracks
at a point about 500 feet southeasterly from the ¢rossing proposed
in the present application. This authority was denled, dgpit 2P~
peared that such a crossing would be extremely dangerous. In
1923, by Application No. 9603, the City applied for s crossing et
the point where 1t lIs now proposed to comstruct & pedestrien cross-
ing. This epplication was denied, the Comuission commenting es
rollows;

"It may be that there 1s a necessity for a ped-

estrien crossing in this neighdborhood, bdut 4t is not
ciezar from the testimony that this pedestrian c¢ross-
ing chould be at Morrell Avenue.™ ,

California Drive, a paved through strect comnecting
Burlingeme 2nd Broadway Stations, which'lies or. tue southwesterly
side of aﬁd paraliel to the railroadz, carrie:z a heavy trarfic be~
tween the Surlingame and 2roadwaey districts. In order to reach *his

drive from Morrell Avenue, it iz necessary $0 ¢ross seversal narrow

parcels of property owned by wvarious interests, ac rOIIOWS; s 157
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right-of-way of The Pacific Telephone ané Telegraph Company; a 100*
right=-of-way of the Southern‘?aciric Company, occupied by two mein
line tracks; a 25' strip belonging to the City of Burliﬁgaﬁe, on
which stands a gréve of eucalyptus trees; a 25' strip of detached
right-of-way beionging t0 The Southern Paciric'COmpany; and, a 25°
right~of-wey of the Meorket Street Railway Compeny, occupied by a —
double track electric zuburbdan line. |

From o mep of the City of Burlingame, filed in this Pro-
ceeding, it appears thet the distance o Burlingeme Station from the
proposed Morrell Avernue crossing is epproximately 3400 feet and %o
Broadway Stetion, the distence is about 2400 feet. Because, however,
of the arrangement of the streets within the atstrict, it appears that
all of %the Corbitt Subdivision end the greater po&tion of Tills Pork
is zetually closen.By pﬁblic troroughfares, 10 Burlingame Station than
it would be to Broadway Station even if the prbposed cro;sing at
Morrell Avenue were open; the residences clong the northerly side of
Morrell Avenué being practically the oniy exception and the increesed
disvance to these homes iz in most instences but 200 or 300 feet.
Likewise, the business district at Burlingeme 4venue is closer then
the bYusiness district at 3roadwey would be. The proposed crossing
woulé therefore add littlé, if eny, to public'convenience in reach-~
ing either the Southern Pacific Stations or the business sections of
Burlingere. |

It appears that the chief »nurpose of the pe@estrian Crosse
ing soq@htlin this application is to facilitate access to the cars
of the Market Street Reilway Company. This compcny'mgintains a2 car
stop at OQak Grove Avenue and elso one at what is known es Surlingeme
Terrace, about 1000 feet northwesterly from Osk Grove .ivenue and
500 feet southeasterly from thec crossing desired. Although the Zur=

lingeme Terrace stop is apyroximately opposite the center of the diz-

tric?t, if 15 not recdily accessible to residents living on the




easterly side of the track, the Qak Grove Avenue Station at the
southerly end of the district being the only car étop that can bYe
convenlently used. Burlingame Terrace Stetion boing situated
about S00 feet southerly from the »roposed crossing, 1t woulé be
2ecessery for a considersdle number of residents to welk some four
or Iive hundred feet northerly to Morrell avenue and then 500 Tect
southerly to the cer Station. |

It wes suggested ot the hearing that o ¢rossing at Park
Avenve, which is dut 150 feet distent from the Burlingame Terrace

tation, would prove more convenient in reaching the cars of the

Merket Street Railway Compeny, end the evidence would tend to in-
dicate that such is the case.

An inspeétion of Zxhibit No. & shows that a crossing ¢t
Park ivenue would shorten the distence to = car 5t0p from at least
80% of the residences in the district, whereas one at Morrell ive-
nue would accommodete not over 50%. Furthermore, to only a rela-
tively small numbexr of inhabitants woﬁld the crossing proposed at
Morzell Avenue prove more convenient then one at Park Avenue. Tt
further @ppears that in order to reach the street'rail&ay statién,
a crossing over thé vracks 6f the Market Street Railway Company is
noY necessary, and it is suggested that L a crossing were comnstructed
zlong the northerly line of Park Avenue extonded scross the right-
of=way of the Southern Paclfic Company, a foot path could be opened
through the grove of trees on city property for & distance of sbout
one hundred and fifty feet %o 2 point opposite the Burlingeame Ter-
race stop. An essement ceross the Southern Pacific.Company's de-

tached rightéor-way would then de required 1o reach the plaéroxm or

the Merket 3treet Rallwey Conmpsny.

Based on the sbove facts, we Tind thet there is sufficient

public necéssity to warrent the construction of a public pedestriecn
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crossing over the mein line of Southern Pacific Compeny in this

vieinity and that this crossing should be comstructed opposite the

northerly line of Park Avenue. An order will be entered accord-

ingly.
ORDER

The Board of Trustees of the City of Burlingeame having
nade appliéatién to the Commission to comstruct a pedestrian cross~
ing at grade across the tracks of %The Southern Pacific Compeny end
the Market Street Rallwey Compeny ot Morrell Avenue, 2 publié hear-
ing having been held, the Commission being cpprised of the Tfacts,
the matter being under submission and ready for decisisn; therefare,

IT IS HERESY ORDERED that permission and authority de and
1t 1is heredby sranted‘to‘the Doard of Trustees 0 the City of Bur-
lingane, County of San.Mateo; State of Celifornia, to construct @
nedestrian path 2t grade across the tracks of Southern Pzcific Com-
pany at epproximately Engineers Stotion S508+40 on the center line
of said company's eastbound main line track, seid crossing bdeing
further described as thet required by the prolongation of the
northerly sidewalk of Park Avenue, in sald City of Burlingeame,
southwesterly acréss the right-of-way of sald Southern Pacific Com-
peny, as shown on the map attached to the gpplication.

The above c¢rossing shall be identified as Crossing
No. TY~1S5.8.

Soid crossing shall bde constructed subject to the follow-
ing conditions and not otherwlse:

(L) The entire expense of constructing the crossing
shall be bérﬁe by epplicant. The cost of maintenance of that pore
tion of seld crossing outside of lines two (2) feet outsiderér the
outside reils shell be borne by spplicant. The maintensnce of thet
portion of the crossing between lines two (2) feet outside of %the

outside rails shell be borne by Southern Pacific Compony. No
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poxtion of the cost hereln sssessed to applicant for the construce
tion or malntenence of sgfd crossing shall be assessed by epplicant,
in any monmer whatsoever, to the operative propexty of Southern

RPacific Company.
(2) The czossing shell Yo comstructed of a width not

greater than tea (10) Zeet and et oz azgle of seventy (70) degroes
to the railroed and with grodes of approack mot g;r:ea.tei thar six
(6) per cent; shall be protected by a svitadle crossing sign and
sball in every way be made safe for the passege thereon of pedos-

treins.
(3) Appld.ca.xxt sb.all, vritb...n. thirty (30) deys thereaftex,

notify th.i.s Comissf.on, in writing, of the completion. of the ig~-
stallztlion of said crossing.

(£€) If sail crossing shell not have been Installed withe
in one ye_a:::- ﬁroﬁ the dete of this ord;er; the authorizetion herein
greated shall then lapse sad become void, wnless further time is
granted by subsequent order. |

- (5) The Commiszzion reserves the right to nmake such fur-
ther orters relaxive to the location, cozstruction, operation,min—
tenance and :protection of saoid crossing sz to it mey seen right and
proper sud to revoke its permission if, fn its judgment, the public
convenlence and necessity demand suck action. .

Ir IS B‘EREBY FURTEER ORDERED that that portion of the ap~-
plica.tion.,ﬁhiéh éoncem# & public " croésing «t grade over the tm'cks»
of Market Street Rallwzy Company, be ond it is heredby denfed.

The eﬁective date of this order shall be twenty (2.0}
&ays from the date hereof.

Dated. at San Fra.ncioco, Ca.lifornia, this 42@ &ay ot

ﬁ// o _, 1928 o
_cudup .,

R

égmﬁissioners.




