Decision Noe ialia lo

ZETORE THE RAILROLD COMMISSION OF THI STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of the )
CITY OF BERKELEY, a municipsl corporation, )
for an order authorizing a street crossing )
at grade over the tracks and right-of-way )
of the Key System Transit Company and The )
" Atchison, Topekae & Sante Fe Railway at the ) Application
intersection of Santa Fe Avenue with the ) Nowl14190
mainline of sald Atchison, Topeka & Santa )

Ye Reilway and the Albany Branch line of )

sald Key System Transit Company. )

Farl J. Sinelalr, City Attorney, City of Berkeley, for Applicant,
L. X. Fraser, City Attorney, for the City of Alvany,
Platt XKent, for Tae Atchison, Topeka & Santa TFo
Rallway Company,rrotestant,
Brobeck, Phleger and Harrison, oy Frazk S. 2ichards
ror Key System Transit Company,frotestant,
W. H. Moore, in propria persoma, Frotestant.

3¢ TEE COQISSION -

O »P I X I O XN

City of Berkeley, a municipal corporation, has petitioned
the Reilroad Commicsion for an orxder authorizing the estadblisament
of a crossing at grade &t Santa Fe Avenue in The City of Berkeley
over and across the sracks and right-of-way of the Atchisen,
mopoke & Santa Fe Railwey and over and across the tracks and
right-of=way of %the Albany Sranch line of vhe Key Syséem.Transit
Companye« J

4 oublic hearing on this opplication was conducted by Examine;
Tandford at Berkeley, the matter was duly submitited eand 1s now
ready Tor decizion.

The proposed ¢rossing involves the track of the Ookland
Pranch of the Sante Fe and the track of the Westbrae line of The
KXoy System Transit Compeny, waich arc parallel and adjdcent and
run in & northerly‘and southerly direction in this v1cinify. The

Santa Te line consists of a single track, over walch ebout twelve




. )

passenger trains and a méximum of six freight trains operate per
twen€y~rour hour period. The single track line of the Key

System Traﬁsit Compeny has its northerly terminus at Sanfa Fo
Avenus. Over this line single car tralins are operated every
twenty minutes during the daytime and every forty minutes alfter
8:00 P.l., except during the time from 1:00 ALl %0 6:00 A.ll., Waen

no cars are operated.

Semte Te Avemue is laid out in & northeazterly and south-

westerly direction and 42 extended over the said railroads, would |
cT0ss the %>racks af an angle of approximately thirty-eight (38)
deg=ces. though the crossings nerein epplied for are in the
corporate limits of the City of Berkeley, tiae boundary between tho
municipalities'or Berkoeley and Albanj'is locéted dbout-loo feot
north of the cross.ﬁgs. Trat portion br Santsa Te Aﬁenue lying
witkin Albany is adbout eigaty (80) Teet in width and i3 improved with
an oil macaden surfece. Larin Avenue, an important oast and west
ctreet, intersocts Santa Fe Avenue at a polnt about three blocks
noTth of the proposed crossings. From this point Sante Fo Aveaue
+hmen continues nortierly %0 the county line vetween Al&meda and
Contra Césta Counties, a distance of about one mile;

hat portion of Santa fe Avenue lying within the City of
Berkeley ond zsouth of the proposed crossings is approximately L0ty
(50) feot wide, 4s improved with oil macadam, and extends southerly
to Cormell Avenue and Page Street, a distance of about ozme quarter
of a mile.

The next crossing to the north of the onc proposed hercin,
and approximately eight hundred and fifty (850) feet distant there-
from, is ot Dartsmouth Street, an east and west street inm the
City of ALlbany.

Curtis Sfreet and Neilson Street, which are 300 foct apaxt,
run porallel to and east of Santa Fe Avenue.. These two streets
intersect the tracks involved Zercin at polats about four hundred

the proposed crossing.
-




Gilmen Street, am cast and west streot in Berkeley, crosses
‘Santa Fe Avenue,'Cmrtis Stroet and Neilson Streoet at right
angles and thoe trackslof tae two cerricrs & few feot south of
the Curtlc Stroet crossing. |

Northside Avonue crosces the Santa e and Key System
tracks some two hundred (200) feet south of Neilson Strect.
Yals is not a through street, but terminate$ ﬁ short disﬁaﬁée
2oTtE Of the Key System‘traéks.

It appears from the record that tho tralffic, as a whole,
cen be botter served oy the construction of & streot easf’or
and parallel to the Xey Systom tracks from Santa fe aAvenue To
at least Curtis Street, although, porferadbly, it chould de
oxtended to Gilmen Street. By so doing, trallic oxizinating
on Santd ¥e Avenue and destined to the cast via Cilmen Street,
will not need %0 ¢ross any tracks and traflllic from Santa Ie
ivenue destined to Sen Pablo ivenue can easily divert to
curtis Street and continue along Curtis Street. It further
appears from the evidence thaat certaln ne@otiations ar¢c undor
wey Tor vae consideration of the openfﬁg-or Zuch a connecti
street. Not only would the opening of such & street between
Saxte Fe 4venue and Gilman Street dlvert traffic away from the
railroad %racks, but it would alzo confine the tralffic that'
would continue to cfoss the tracks to & lesser number of 1o -
cationz and wnder swh conditions detter fdcilities for the |
protection of vehiculer traffic can be xore readily rurnished.

Sinée the time when former proceccinges (Application No.1l2149
exnd Application No.lé4444) looking towaxd thé opening of theze
crossings were dlsmissed, Francis Street has been cut through
between Curtis Street and Santae Fo Avenue, about one long
block north of the proposed ¢rozsing, thereby @iving'an access
‘to Curtis Street from those living alorg Sante Fe ivenue %0
the noxth, dDut those living on Santa IFe Avenue, between Irancis
Street and the proposed crossing, must go forth on Santa Fe
Avenue %o Fremcis Street, thonce by way of Rraacis Street and




Cuptic Street to get across the railroad.

Trom the record herein we are of the opinion and heredy
conclude that public convenience and nocessity do not Justily
the opening of an additionmal grade crossing in thils vicinlty
end that the most Teasible method of treating this situwation
would be for the municipal authorities to opes & street con~
nocting Sante Fe Avenue, Curtis Street and Gilmen Street ecst

of and parallel to the Key System right-of-way.
ORDZER

Tae City of Berkeley baving made applicetion for permiss ion
o construct Santa Fe Avenue at grade across the track of The
Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railway COmpaﬁy and the track of
Xoy System Transit Company, & public hearing heving been neld,
the matter naving been duly submitted, the Commiszion being
now fully advised and basing itc order on the conclusién as seb
forth in the preceding opinion,

7T IS HERSEY ORDIRED that this applicetion be and it heredy

is denied without prejudlce.

Dated at San Trencisco,California, thals ‘43742? day of

52%6544)/ 3 1928

/




