Decision Noe ;4 é,z /y

BEFORE TEE RAIIROLD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
PATL DZRKUX and CHAS. E. SAXSOME, for )
certificete of public convenience arxd )
nece.;sity to operate passenger auto ) APPTICATION FO. 14359
stage service arxd to carry express ) . '
packages between Santa Maria, Maricopa ;

and intermeliate points. =

!’*f“

ilfred Sicmon, for Kern Cownty Trans-
. portation COmpa.ny and Boyd &
Mattly, Protestants.
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Rollin Taird, for Applicont.

Earl A. Bagby, for California Transit
Company, Protestant.

Maxk '.rhompson for imerican Railway
Express Compeny, Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINIOX

Paul Derkun and Chas. E. Sausome, copertrers, have
made applicaﬁion.ror a2 certificate of pudblic convenienge
and necessity to operate ‘paﬂ"enger and exprecs transporta~
tion between Santa Marie, Ma.ricopa. and Bekersfield and all
polnts intermediate.

A pudblic hearing hereim was conducted by Examiner
Williams &t Maricopa. | ' |

Applica.n’cg propose one service each way daily be-
tween Santa Maris szl Bakersfield, Zor the trameportation




. '
.

of passengers and express not exceeding 100 pounds, the schedule

recuiring five nours eack way. The distance by the route sougat
T

to ve traversed ic 127 miles between termini. The scrvice is
avellable To all points betweon termini, oxcopt between Conner's
Station end Bakersfield, where applicants sreed to do'mo local
business. The detalles of the rates, schedules and ecquipment are
svated in Ixhibitz"A", "B" and "C" attached to the applicatioa.
Applicants are experionced stage operators, 1. Derkum now
condueting similar service botween Dakersficld and Arven, betzeen
Bakersfield and e Xittrick, énd seasonal operation between Ios
Angeles and Taeeler Ho¢ Springs. Applicant Sansome now conducts
service between Me Xitvtrick, Fellows, Talft and llaricopa.

Applicants propose competitive service botween Bakewsfield and
llaricopa, a distance of 42 miles, but between Maricopa and Sante
Maria, will traverse a route now witaout any service, through
Cuyoma Pacs over a new highway recontly constructed at an expense
of approximately 51,750,000, for a distance of 85 milos. Thore was
no protest as to the operation of the route between lMaricopa and
Santa Maria, all the testimony in refeorcnce to this operetion
being alfirmevive of the need of such service. So far a;'this
portion Of the operation iz concermed, The record is asbundant that
a service Is neecded, althouga fair consideration of the teétimony
justifies the admonition to applicants that fhe torritory is not
populous excopt at terminals, and vaat the vusiness will be pioneering
where appiicants may expect 0 sustain loss Iin the carlier pmriod of
operation. Tais they testified they oxpected and wore prppared to

sustain.




Protestants appearing at the hearing odvjected o the establish-
ment of a competitive service between Bakersfield end lericopa, on
the grounc that there is now established betweon Bekerslield and
Taf% two operations, one by the Xorn County Transporvation Compeny
and tho other by Boyd & lattly. Trom the tostimony of Tarl C.loo0Xk,

raffic managor of tho Kern County Transpoxtation Comppny, it appears
the two operations are by alternate schedules. Thesé schedules
daily ore now meintained between RBakersfield and Taft by thesze two
pstablished sorvices, four of tae cervices travercing the route

via Greenfield Corners, and tTwo by way of Panama-0ld Rivor.

¥r. Cook pointed out that in 1920 tho same services conducted
shirtcen schedules dally end transyorted 100 passengers dally cach

- wey. At <he prcscnt.time, traflic has been reduced ¥o six schedules
daiiy with 25 pacsengers cach way. Tne eguipment provided includes
11 and 18 passonger cars. ix. Cook explained that decroazse of
activisy in the TWest Side oil flelds und the incressing number

of vprivate automovilos hed reduced the business, there being,

he said, in Teft olone one automobile Lfor every tihree inmabltants.
The operation, ho testirled, iaas pald no dividends in years. The
schedules of these two protesting carriers connect with the

sorvice between laricopa and iicKittrick now maintained by C.Z.3znseme,
and in thls way, direct transportation from Taft to uericops, a
distance of approximatoly eigat miles, has been maintained.

The same comnections sre alzo made et Taft for Follows and

iie Kittrick, according to the testimony of all nerties. Thilc
connection vwes prompt and savisfactory until rocent changes

in sehedules on the north and south service of the Callfornis
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ransit Company through 3akersficld necessitated changes in
the schedules betwoen Bakersfiold and Teft. Thece changes
were nodv met by adjﬁstment of Sansomo s¢hedules, and once
thaerc have been complaints of delay in making comnnection with
the castoound steges at Teft. According to the testimony of
Mr. Sensome and otvhers, this could be improved »y roadiustment
ol the Sensome schedules.

This lack of conmection is all that iz adduced to show
inelliciency of +vhe present method of transportation between
Sexerslield and laricona. Under the circumstaonces 1t does
not appesr Justifiablo to admit competition between those
points. It appears ratiaer that il 2 cortificate is granted

contain o restriction that no passengers

e %0 be transported between Bakersficld and Maricopa,
expeclally in view of tho fact that tho alleged inadequacy
of sarvice may be easily remedied by one of the applicants in
tac prescat proceeding adjusting his schaedules properly. In
addivion, there is the furtaer recson that applicants aorein
seek vo transport passengers between 2akerslficld and IZaricopa
at a rate of ,;1.50, walch is tiho sume rate applitable betweea
Bakeorsslield and Tafv plus the 50¢ addivional choarge vetwoen

If the rates now charged by the present
operators arc not capable of providing proflt, 4Lt is doubitlul
if +he operstion at the roduced rate, althouszda the mileage is
slizatly leés (Tive milez), would bo profitadle. In addition,
applicents zrovide only one servico dally between thoso termini,

while provestants ore maintaining cix. To adopt & rato walch

s
apparently is offcred %o diverttralfic cnd later may require

inerease, ought not in this instance have influence for

applicantse.




Thae nain service propozed by applicant is the transportation
T porsons and expreas between the couta San Joaguin Valley,
particularly tizat mortion included in Xern County, o Santae
Karla wiore many rail and stage connectlions may ve made Ioxr

»oints nortl south of eria, but particulerly %o

Sen Luls % DPizmo 3ecach ta Barbora and the oil flields
in the Sante iarie regilon. al , 3, as exrylained by

-

State Scnator J. I. Wagzy, of Bakersfiecld, former supervisor o
Xern County, is by tue shortest route overa newly constructed
road that was intonded 0 facilivate vehiculer trallfic to points
petween San ILuls Obispo and Senta Barbvara. It 1s also uselful
in the interchanze of lavox vetween the 0il fiolds of ZXera
County and those over the range om the coast. Ilr. Wagy
testilfied there are now but fourteen milec of wapaved road
petween Sexersliield and laricopa over the route caosen by
applicants, and that the route throush Cuyame is & hizh grade,
well Xept mountain road with minimum gradez. It Zas been talen
over by ithe Stage Highway Depariment and two camps are maintained
£t0 Xeen it in first class conditvion.

Outside of the testimony of applicants as vo the
investigations made as o the practicaovlility of operation and
the patronage to bo expected, tie need of a szcrvice is alffirmavively
ghovze by the testimony of M». Tegy, ir. J. R. Blanco, manager of
the Caliente and Cuyema ranches; lx. L. 3. Nourse, Secretary of
the Xern County Caarmber of Commerco; Z. L. Johncon, & raacaer
in tae Cuyama Valley; San Xenneldy, editor of the West Side
Chronicle at laricopa; C. 4. Wixoi, Secrotary of thé Dizmo
Boach Chember of Commerce, and Sem G. whittlesy, civil engineor
of Pismo Beache. In eddition, a telegram from J. Ae Chambers,
Secretory of the Santa Marie Chamber of Commerce, was offered in
cvidence ondorsing the proposed service in behall of nirneteen
business mea of Santa lerla wao nad expected to attend the hearing.
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Lo to the service of points intormedlate between

Bexersfiold and Maricona, applicants produced George T. Fersier,
condueting meat and vegetable cstadvlishments at Bakorst Lold

and Maricopa, Zuzene Scaimplfl, operating the Petrolia lease

avout two miles east of NMaricopa, and V. H. Wathen who testilfied.
As protestants 4ld not oppose service to the intormediate poihts
for passengers, it appears thet I a service bewstablished, it
should be made avallable to all Wwho DOW Bavo no sorvice, and
this includez all points between Connoer's Stétion and Maricopa.

The application wac opposed by the Xern County Treangsportat.ion

Company operating betwoon 3Sukerzfield and Peso ZRobles via

Lost Zills, on the ground that this line now mede a comnmection
a% Paszo Robles Tor Santa liaria; thet any new sexvice would

impair their ability to continmue thils service; that protestants
elso operate a weekly service from Taft to Lost Zills furnishing
a connecvion by this means %o Paso Robles, and from there o
Sante laria. According to thoe testimony of W. E. Nelll,

wditor of Xerm County Transportation Compemy, from April, 1927,
o February, 1928, but five tickets were sold from Talt to Santa
Yeria, three via Lost Hills and two vie Baxersfield. Only
nineteen tickets were sold at Balkersiiecld during the same pétiod.
It appears Trom tihls fact that LL there is to be traffic of emy

volume between Vest Side oil fields and Santa laria, it will ve

traffic to ve devoloped by more direct and cheaper tramsportation,
h

=uch as applicents offer herein.




According $o Thomas Iyle, tiocket cgenmt ot the Taft
Union Stage Station, he nas only stx inquiries each week for
cozst points. He 2l90 tegtified that 25 Sanscme A0es not sell
tickets over his line, there is no way t0 measure ais tra::ic
29 10 region or destinstion.

It appears from the testizony of these witresses, however,
that residents of Taft, Maricopa and other west side yoints
would have o make the Journey to Bakersfielld and thence by way
of Saugus or by way of Pano Rebles to reach points bPetween Santa
Barbars and San Iunisz Obiépo or the northern resorts or cities,
and this wowld iﬁvolve hizh cost and exn unusually long Jourmey.
The only other means is the weekly coxmection ot Tozt Fille.

The same Journey propoced by applicants womld reduce the dic-

ﬁance between west cide points via Bekersfield to Santa Maria

Trox 296 niles by way of Costeic, and from 222 miles by way of
Paso Redles, to 127 miles via Muricopa. There would also be
S proportioncte reduwetion in fares.

Applicents' reguest for authority to transport express
metter between Bakersfield and Maricopa was onposed by the
imericen Railwny Express Company whose rates are moterizlly
less thar thozo offereld by applicants, =nd whose service con=
sists of one train each dey cerrying eipress, leaving Bekers-
1eld ot 9:30 4.M., arriving ot Merfcope ot 1:35 2.If., apd
returning et 2:05 D.M., arriving 'at Bokersfield at 4:30 .M.
Free delivery service is maintained by Americsn Railwsy Ex-
press In Moricopa, Talt and Bakersfield. This protestant also
snowel by an exhidit that its gross express shiprents between
Sakersfield amd Mericopoe in both directions during Qetober,
927, aggregated only 4458 pounds, is applicaats"aervice

is no improvemert wpon 4hl:c cervice, amd Lo the testimony of




witnesses ic not satisfactory that there is 2 real neeld LHr
& new express service beitween these »oints, the order should
cortain the same restriction 28 to express service as to pas-

cenger gervice, exnd ghould be granted oc thus restricted.

QR2IR

Pavl Derkurw and Charles E. Sansome, copartners, having
mede agpplicatiom for a certificato of public cozvenilence arf
nececslty to establish automobile service for poesensers ext
express between Santa Merio axnd Bakersfiold, vin Maricons, 2
sublic hearing havize been held, the matter having been dnly
sudnitted and now being ready for decision,

TIZE RAIIRQ.LD CQAIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CAIIFCRINL.L
nereby declares that public comvenience amd necessity reguire
the establichment of automobile servise for pazsengers anl
express &s proposed dy applicm ts between Sante Marie onl
Bsokersfield, viz Maricopa, 2md all intermedilates, nrovided,
rowever , thet no passengers or express may be trans«ﬁcrted
hetween Bekersfield ond Commer's Station and points inter-
média,te, nor between Bakersfieia. and Maricopz, over the

Lfollowing route:

West on Xizeteenth Street, south on Cz
Street, west on Pomama~Creenfield Read to 04
Rrver, south on Coxnmer's rood, and west on
Yericona Flat roed to Maricopc, thence west on
the State Fighway vis Cuyama to Sexte Maria, and

T TS FERERY ORDERED that = certificate of public

comvenience ond nesessity therefor de, and the same hereby

is, grented., subiect to the following condlitions:




L. Applicants ghall file their writ ten acceptance
of the certificate herein gronted within a
periofd of not to exceed ten (10) days from date
hereof.

Applicoyts shall £Lle, in duplicate, within 2
period of not to exseed twenty (20) days from

the date hnercof, tariff of rates axd time
schedules, such tariffs of rates and time
schedules to be Ldentical with those attached

T0 the apnlication herein, or rates and time
schedules satigsfactory to the R lrozd Commission,
and shall commence operation of said service with-
in & period of not to exceed sixty (60) &ays from
the late hereof. ,

The rights ard privileges herein authorized

nay not be discontinued, so0ld, leased, trang-
ferred nor assigned unless the written comsent

of the Railroad Commission to such discontinmance,
sale, leage, tranafer or assigrment has first
been secured.

No vehilcle may be operated by applicants herein
unless such vehicle is owned by said applicants
or is leaseld by them under & contract or agreo-~
ment on & basis satisfactory %o the Railrol
Commigsion.

Fexr all other purposes, the effective date of this
order shall be twenty (20) deys from the date hereof.
N %/
Dated ot Sax Framolsco, CTalifornia, this gﬁ

day of _Jggﬁk&iZQ_____, 1928.

Comm&%sioners




