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:BEFORE TEE RA.!LROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFO~"1A. 

} 
In the Matter or the Application ot ) 
Riverside Water Works tor the estab-) Application No. 14444. 
11sament ot rates tor metered ser- ) 
vice. ) 

----------------------------) 
A. Putnam, tor Applicant. 

BY TEE COlOOSSION: 

OPINION .... ---~- ..... ~ ..... 

In this proceeding, A. Putnam, operating 'Wlder the 

tiotitious name Ot Riverside Water Works and engaged in the 

business ot supplying water to Port Kenyon and vicinity, near 

the City or Ferndale in,Humboldt County, a&ks tor authority to 

establish meter rates toeltminate wastetul use ot water. 

A public, hearing. in this matter was held oerore Ex

am1ner Rowell 1n Ferndale, after all'interested p&rties had boon 

duly notitied and given an opportuni~y to appear and be heard. 

The tollowtngrates now charged have 'been in etteet 

on this system since 1911: 

WWater tor domestic purposes onl1. 

RAT.ES: $1.25, per month tor family use • 
• 05 per month ~er head tor stook.~ 

The water .supply or this system is obtained trom two 

springs and de11vered to ap~rox1mately siXty consumers looated 

at so~ttered 1nterv~s along several miles. ot oounty roads, the 

pipe lines extending also along both sides ot Salt, River below 
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-the community or Port Kenyon. By reason ot the sparse~ settled 

area. served" the system. is still 1n a develo:pment 'stage a.nd there

tore the question or return upon the investment and the value 

thereot tor rate-1'ix1ng pUl'pQses need not be d.etermined he:r-e1n. 

A~pl1oant requests the establishment ot a meter rate tor the eon

senation ot water du:ring the summer months, dt:r1ng wh10h t1m.e 

the springs are taxed to their l~t ot production. There~as 

no, objeetion on the part of the eonsumers to the installation of 

meters and it appears that the sehedule or meter ~tes in ettect 

in the adjaeent C1 ty 01' Ferndale is reasonable tor this sj"stem. 

and therefore will be author1zed in the following order. 

Complaint was made by certain consumers that the water 

furnished by applicant at t~es contains considerable sedtment 

and that the pressure is verr poor during times or peak demand. 

The evidenee shows that the p1pe lines trequently beoome clogged 

with silt deposited by reason ot poorly constructed intake ta011-

1ties at the spr1~gs and aggravated by lack ot blow-ott" valves. 

Applicant should at once repair and ~prove the d1~ers10n works 

b~ oonstrueting barrier walls above the springs 'to divert and 

earry ott su:rtaee wa tars, and should install a :pro:per root and· 
I 

screen on ~e oat~ent basin to :prevent the entranoe ot an1mals 

and tore1gn matter with its attendant serious pollution, hazard. 

In addition to the above neces$~:ry 1mprovements, blow-ott valves 

should be installed at strateg10 po~ts on the p1~ lines to 

flush them out and maintain full use thereot. The :proper in-

stallation ot the above 1mprovements should eliminate the past 

unsat1staotor,y service conditions on this system. 

ORDER ..-.- ...... ~-.. . , 

Applioation as entitled above haVing been made ,to'th1s 
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COmmi5s1on, a ~ub110 hearing having been held thereon, the 

matter having been submitted and the Commission being now 

tully advised in the premises, 

IT IS REBEBY FOUND AS Ii. FACT that the rates now 

charged by A. Putnam,. operating 'Wlde~ the ticti tious :t1r.m. 

:came and style of Riverside Water Works, tor water ~uI>p11ed 
" 

to his consumers are unjust and unreasonable in so tar as they 

ditter from the ra.tes herein established, and that the- rates < . 

herein estab~i$hed are just and reasonable rates tor the ser

vioe rendered, and basing its order upon the toregoing f1nd

ings o~ tact'and upon the stat~ents ot tact contained in the 

opi:c.1on which precede$ this order, 

IT IS HEREBY, OIIDEBED tb.e..t A:. Put:o.a:m. be end he is 
. . . 

hereby authorized and directed to tile with the Railroad COm-

mission, with1n thirty (30) days from the date or th~s order, 
. '. 

the tollow1~ schedule ot rates tor all water delivered to his 

consumers on and atter thc _____ f .. i,;;;",r;;;;.st .... -__ day O't_"_lfa_~_r ___ ;, 1928: 

'F"LAT RATES 
. 

$l.25 per month tor t~ily use • 
• OS per month ~er head tor stock. 

METER RATEs 

50~ per 1,000 gallons tor the tirst 1,000 ~er month. 
3~ per 1,000 gallons. tor the next 9,000 per month., 
25~ per 1,000 gallons tor the next 10,000 per month. 
l7~ per 1,000 gallons tor the next 20 1 000 per month. 
lOp per 1,000' gallons tor all additional. . 

No· meter rates to be less than $l.OO per month. 

IT IS· HEREBY FURTEER OP.DEBED that A. PUt:c.em be and 
. . . .. ~ " 

he is hereby directed to tile with the P.a11road, Comr:Ussio:c., 
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within thirty (30') dqs trom the date. 0'£ this order, rules 
. .' 

and regu1~tions governing the service ot water to his con-

sumers, said rules and regulations to become ~ttective upon 

their approval by the Ra1lroad COmmission. 

·For all other pu~oses) the etfective date or this 

order shall be twenty (20) days tram and atter the date hereot. 
~~ 

.Dated at ,Se.:c.. ~ancisco, california, th1s a,t · daY' 

ot._-J,..~~.;.......,;;· ;... ... _____ ,1928. 

-4-


