XS
Decicion No. ~>{ A%
BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF WHE STATE QF CALIFORNIA

In the latter of the Lpplication
of the LAXEPORT AND BLUE LAKES
TELEPEONE ASSOCIATION for author-
%y to abandon %telephone service
iz %he area in and arownd the
towz of Iakeport, ILake County,
California.

Vet Vst e N Wt Vg B T N
-

Law and Utilities Departaent of
California Farm pureau Federation,
by Edson isbel, for Applicant.
E. W. Benis, lanager and Secretary and
Herbvert Porter, President, for lake
County Telephonme assocliation.
BY WEE CQLIISSION:
' OPIXIOX
Lakeport and Blue Lakes Wwelephone Aszsoclatiozn, unin-
corporated,applicant in thiz proceeding, operates a small tele~
phone exchange from which 1% renders service in Iakeport and
vicinity, all im Lake County. rhe Assoclation owzs Jointly withk
Upper Lake Farmexrs’ Telephone ascociation a truxnk line extending

2ron Lakeport o Upper lake.

Applicexnt claims that Luture operation of its systom

is impossidle on accouwnt of expecved loss i IOVOnues.

4 hearing in this proceeding was held spril 26, 1928,
at Iakxeport before Examiner Gaanon.

Pestimony giver at the hearing was to the effect that
only seventeen subscribers were receiving service fLroa applicantts
systen and that some of its former subscribers had become sub- |
serivers to the service of the Nerthern Californmia Telephone Com-
pany waich operates s telephone system in substontlially the saze

territory as that served dy the spplicant. It was stated that




the estimate of revemue FTor the year 1928 is $200.00 znd that
$1,800.00 would be needed o maintain service. Other testimony
indicated'zhat on account of the deterlorated condition of the
plazt, 1t would require an expenditure of at least $2,500.00 to
meke possible the contizuance of tae Aszociation’s service and
that such a sum of money could not be secured by‘applicant.

John W. Morrisom, President of the association, stated
%hat applicant proposes Yo Uransfer its interest in the trunk line
to Uppexr Iake %o the Upner Lake Telephone Aasooiatidn w;thouz
charge. It is petitiomerTs desire %o sell all of itz facilities
in Lakeport to the Ner thern California Telephone Conpany for the
sun of $2,000.00 in the e vent authority to discontinue service
is secured.

Applicant s system is one of a group of small utilities
which render telephdne service in the territory about Clear Lako.
Of these, Upper Lake Telephore Association operates in and eround
Upper Teke, which is nmorth of Lakeport; Lake County Telephome
Association operates in and around Xelseyville to the south of‘
Takeport; and Lower Lake Farmer's Ascociated meléphonc Lines ren-
ders telephone service in apd around Lower Take located Sowsh- |
east 0f Xelseyville. =Zach subserider to the service o£ these,as-
soclations ic entitled to telephome comnection to any other sub~
scriber in the growp without payment of any nessage charges. Non-

subseribers may receive such service at toll rates. It is evi-

dent that adbandonment of telephone operations by applicant will

curtail the service of all subsoribers of all the before-naned
agsociations. The Conmission, by ites engineers, on sever?l oc~
casions nas suggesteld to these associations plans for making per-
manent this extensive service and, in Decision No. 12,631, at-
tention was called to the inadeguacy of applicant’s sexrvice and

a method o for securing improvement was oultlineld (23 C.2.C.903).

~le




Failure to cooperate in effoxrts to improve servicé has rosultbd
in the situation incident to this abandonment proceeling.
Mo oxme at the hearing in this matter stated any obJection
the granting of applicant’s request.
Ve dbelieve that the Lscsociabtion cannot reasonadbly be ex-
pected to continue telephone service and that the request for “
authority to abandon telephone operations should be granted and

the order Ffollowing will $o provide.

Lakeport and Blue Lakes Telephoxne Atsociation, having made
application to the Railroad Commission for zuthority to abandoz
all.or'its telephone service in Lakeport and vicinity, & publio‘
hearing having been held and the natter subnitted Zor decision,

The Railroad Commission finds as 2 fact that applicant in
this proceeding should be permitted to abandon telephone opera-

tions as reguested.

Basing its order on the foregoing finding of fact and suck

other facts as are contained in the opinion which precedes thisz
order, |

T IS TEREBY ORDERED that Lakeport and 2lue Lakes Telephone
Association be and it is hereby awthorizet to abandon all telophona
operations provided such abandonment shall be completed ox oxr de-

fore __June 1 ,2928.

Tor all other purposes the efrective date of this order shall

ve twenty (20) days from and after the date nereol.

ted at San Franoisco, Cali:ozz;;zﬁghislgz;pay 0L MW 1928
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