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In the Matter of the Application of )
J. 7. Ritzmon for & certificate of )
public convenience and necessity )
to operate an auto truck freight }
transportation service, as a coxmon )
cexrrier, betweern Los Angeles, Los %
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Application XNo. 1437%.

Angeles EFarbor Districet and other
roints in Los Angeles, Orange, River-
side, Sen Bernerdino and Imperial
Counties.

John M. Joyce, for Thelenr & Marrin, for Applicent.
Tames I.'.-'Romow, Tor City Attorney Jess E. Stephens,
City Attornoy of Los Angeles, and for Board of

fublic Ttilities of the City of Los Angeles,
Frotestents.

Bischoff, Lor Imperisl VTalley-Los Angeles
‘Express and far Moter Service Zxpress, .
Protestants.

L. C. Zixmerman, for Southern Pacilic Company,
. Protestant.

X1d4&, Schell & Delamer, by G. F. H. Dolamer, for
Xeystone Express, Protestant.

F. E. Asbury,. for Asbury Truck Company, Protestant.

J. T. Puckett, for Wilmington Transfer & Storage
Company, Protestant.

Fhil Jacobson, for Tolson Transportation Company,
Protestart. ‘

Te 4. Woods ard Edward Stern, for Americen Rallway
Express Company, Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:'

OCPINIONXN

The ebove entitled application having beer filed Derein,
the matter was set for hearing at Los Angeles on April 10th




-

belfore ‘Exam:tner Rowell. Prior to the hearing exn affidavit weas
filed by certain protestants alleg:!.ng. that the applicant hald
for at least two yeers preceding been operating es a common
c;rrier in willful violation of law. At the outset of the
hearing sald protestants moved that the question of applicant's
qualificatiorns and fitness 10 engage in the dusiness of trans-—
portation as a common carrier be Lirst heard and d.eterm'ined.

by the Commission before ﬁhe taking pr eny evidence pexrtaining
to the pudlic need for the proposed service. Thereupon evidence
pertalning %o such issue was introduce& end upoz motion the

one issue submitted Lfor decision.

The evidence introduced by pro'tes;‘;e.nta cl‘ea.rly shows
that applicant has willfully operated as a common carrier with-
out obtaining a certificate from this Commission so o do.

He has operated motor trucks for hire between Los Angeles end
points in the Imperial Velley, transporting comzodities ot
verious descriptions LOr nUmerous persons, end holding himsels
" out to the public as onéage’d in the general trucking bdusiness.
The applicent admits that his business is extensive and that he
accepts all dusiness which he comsiders desirable. EHe admits

elso that in 6nly & few cases has he entered into any specific
contracts.

On several occasions his trucks were stopped dy police
officers of the City of Los Angeles and contents inspected,
reveallng shipments from various deslers in Los Angeles, largely

grocers:~ =ad hardware deelers, consigned to numerous persons
- at Imperial Valley points. The trucks departed from his place

of dusiness Iin Los Angeles. M. Ritzmen, 1t appeers, owned none




T these trucks, but he was seen adout his &epot personally assist-
ing i1 the conduet of the busiress. All chipping pepers were ex-
ecuted in the name of the J. C. Ritzmen Truck Company. ~ Three
volice officers, =s well es the service inspector of the Reilroad
Cormission, tesiified directly %o these facts.

Xr. Rltzman testirfied that he dis poseé of hls dusiness
ebout Februoxzy 1, 1928, %o one Eerry Ball. An attompt was made
by protestants to prove thaat the transfer wes 2 merc fiction znd
‘that ir. Ritzmen continues to operate under 2n assumed neme. It
wes chown also that Mr. RMitoman has twice been arrested cnd found

- uilty by the Municipal Court of tze City of Los ingelez for oper=

a¥ing within the city without heving first obtained o permit so

to do. We shell not conside? the weight or materialifj of suck
evidence. 7e are convinced that spart therefrom there is & suf-
Ticlent showing that the epplicent has for several years conducted
2 genersl transzportation business ac & commwn corrier for compon
setlon, between Tixed termini or over a reguler route, in willrul
violation of the Auto Stage & Truck Traasportetion Act. To char-
acterize his service =s that of & contract or private carrier iz
& meXe pretence. '

Tais Coxmission has frocuently refused t0 grant & cer-
‘tificate of public éonvenience end necessity %o an applicgnt who
hes willfully opersted s o comxzon carrier for compencation with-
out heving first obtaired = certificate from tais Commis sfon. e
are of the opinion thet, under the showing of protestants that
tals epplicent has continuously opersted in violation of Law,
we would not be Justifled in granting to bim 2 certiricate of

public convenience and necessity, ané £ind, therefore, that




Public convenience and mecessity does not require his proposed

operation. -

ORDER

The above entitled application having been filed, the

2ttex coming on to be heard, and motion heving beez made by
protestants to dep.y éhe application upon the evidence received,
seid motion having been duly submitted and the Commission
belng fully ad.vised.',' exd basing 1ts order onm thé find.i:’zgs of
Lact and the conclusions contained in the roregoing opinion
the said motion is hereby @:a.nted- and.

' IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, that the application of J. .

Ritzmen be and the same is horeb,;r denied.

De.‘ced at Sen Francisco, Califormiz, this 42"/ d.ey ot
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CompAssioners.




