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C. s. '.l!b.om.a.s, for Uina=ets anl1 Western Railwq ,'{{(' 

ComIl3.I1Y, DeteJld.~t·. . ~ 
F. ':{. U1elke and. J. L. F1eldi:og, tor Southem 

Pc.oif1e Com.~, Defene.a.nt;. 
~. G. '/{lloox, for OaJdand. Chcmb er 0 t Commerce. 
E!1son Abel, for CoJ.1fornio. ?c.rm B~eau 

~'edera. t1 on. 

If{ 'l~~: co"'crrSSION: 

OPINION--------

Com;plain:::.nts are the C~1:torn1a. Cs.ttlemen T S ASsooia,.. 
. " 

tion and California, Wool Growers' Associati~, uni~oorporatel1 

vol~t~ organiza.tions rendering sorvice to c~ttlemen and shee~-. 
men. In this ;pro eeedi.:cg, tiled lo'e'bru.e.ry 2i, 1928, they aJ.lege 

that t:b.e r~tes on cattle a~ sb..eo~, c:J.l"loa.d, frC>I:l North ~'ork to 

So.n :E"r~e1sco, Oo..kland., So.n Jose, SVlC.llston and Los ~eles a.re 

tAe extent tl'ley e"..cee~ rates for similc.r G.isto.nees "o-etvleen other 

~o1nts in Califor.c.1a. 

\Ye are asked to 'p~es.cr1be just and reasonablo ra.tes 
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for t.he tu.to.ro. Hates are sta.ted in a.mounts per Z6-:toot eo:. 

A !>u.b~:t.c heO:i:ce was hel(!', "o~efore zxa.m.1ner Genry at 

S3.n ~'r~c1 sco 'Mz.y :LO, 1928, ~:c.d t,ne Co.S6 ho.v!.ng been o.uly sub-

m1 tted is now rec.Cy tor 3:lo~inion and ord.er. 

North Fork is on the l:inarets ~ Western Ecl.lw~ Com

:pany, hereinafter reterree. to as the 7/este:n, Z4 miles f:l:oom ~'r1-
. 

o.nt, the junction po1nt with 'libe Sou.the:::n ?ac1fic Compc.ny, l1ere-

inatter referred to &s tlle Southern Pacific. .It::'1a.nt is on 1;hc 

Clo.Vis. br~eh ot the Sou;:~el'n :Pacific 25 miles north of ~'resno 

~c. 219 ::11es :!:rom S:::.n Francisco. 

In sup:po:t't of the allego.tion of unreasonableness the 

co~~leinants compare ~e ratos a.S$ai1e~ wi~ the m11o~e zates 

on like traffic for sim1~~- distances between Arizona and Cal1-

forr.ie. c.~ between Neva.d.a. and. Cal1fo mie.. ~hey elso c1 to spe-c1~-

1c rates on livestock tro~ Xleca~ Fells an~ L~ev1ew"Oregon; 

.Al. tu.ra.s, M111:ux, Mtl.:'1copa, Sou. th :l:!'ork and. Scotia., CalU'ornia, t.o 

Oaklan(1, :?.no. cortai:c, other int:orstate ra.tes to ~os Angeles. AL-
" -

though t,he compared rates y1ele. lower rovenue )ter car mile th.a.u 

those fr cc North ,:'ork to the Sa:lE) d..estmo.tions no 1r.!ormo.t1on 

vthatever is vou.chsatod. 3.S to t:ae compo.rative conditions u.nd.er 

vt.a.ieA the ::o:;1'oct1vo sc:"V1.ces are rend-oree.. In deta.u1t ot moro 

;persuasive or conv1nc1~g ;proot of t~o unre~sonablene$s o~ the 

ra.tes assailed it is necessary to review t"Ae earnings yiel~ed 

by this tra!~ic in the l1~t ot cir~t~ces ~isc1o$ed of record 

under whiCh the tra.!!ic moV'es, pa.rticularly vr1tll respect'to o:per-

a.ti:oe; c ond1 ti ons, revemes ~tlA ez.p enses, ot tho V{estern, tllS tb.e 

The Western tra.verses e. mountainous territor.{, '"1 tll .a 

severe gra~e :eor ;pra.cti cally its entire 10Dg'th. ~e max1mum 

graiie s.go.1nzt the hauJ. encoWlt ared in the run from ~r1ant to 
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=rortb. ,lo·ork is 2.sr." vlhich :p:eev~ls tor :more then 5010 of the diz

to.nee. Due to this situe.t1 on it is ne:eessa.ry to ho.nd.lo smal.l 

t;::;dJ:S. The e.vero.getrai::JS moving to North Fork consist ot o::J..y 

:pel' tr::.in a:-e ha.naea in 'tihe reverse direction. The roc.d was 

co~t~cte~ ~rimar11y tor the purpose of trans~ortiDg lumber an~ 

the records ~ow ~~t 96.'~ of its carloa~ trattic. trom July, 

~92Z, to December 21, 1927, consizte~ of tor est ~roduets. Dur-

ing the saQe period its livestock traffic was slightl1 less than 

3/10 of: 17" of the tota.l. ea.rl.oo.e. freigb. t co.rr1e~. ~e a.nnu.al re-

:ports on ::i1e \11 th this CoJ::lI:1io:::1 on chow that t:b.e western he.:::· f:'J.11od 

pen:eo any year since operati.ons Viera eom:neneod ~n July, 1923, 

the total de!1ci t as ot Deeeaio,or Zl, 1927, beiXlg :;141 ,12:1..94. 

1·· ... ,.. ...... excep tio:::.al situation rule:. exceptional circur::.st~ces make rate 

co:c.parisons por :::.i10 ""ith t11.e ::.ovez:ent 0:C 11ve~toek over stand.are. 

trJ::O.k l.ines in Arizona, Nevc.e.c., IJevr !.:e7..iCO c.~ ofuer seeti.ons o~ 

C~ito:-n1a wAolly o~t of ~h~ ~uest1o~. 

'.l!he ::-atoz in effect 0::1 ll:vestoc.k, cc.rloa~, from J:.lorth 

!!·oz:k a:c tAe comb1nc.tion ::nt.es based on ~T10Jlt, re1'resenU:.tiv.e 

o! whi cb. U'o: 

~o liliES CATTLE SE);)':? S .. D. C.ti.RS - . 
San ':'r$llcisco 253 107~OO 88.50 
Oc:.kla.ll!. 249 102.00 88.50 
Los A:lgele-s 335- 120.00 10Z.50 

'Z::lese rc.tez yield cc.r-mile reven~es r:.neine fro:::::. Z7.6 

c~ts to ~2.3 e~~s on cc.ttl& ~d 30.9 cents to 35.6 eentz on 

~e~so~ole ~d show by eXAibits intro~uced ~t the he~inerates 

on livestock :=rom pOints on e&rt::l.in short :Line ro.:l.lroa.a.sto san 
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point $ on th e short 1ine:s O"l'er those from the intercll.ange ;p01nt.s. 

Certain of the rat-os c1 'te(\,. on c:l.ttle ~I): F:-om lZ:!.nden, Neva.o.o., 

to Sc.crzmento 196 miles ~93. 00, to stocl:ton 243 miles !~lOO, to 

Sc.n F:"o.nc1sco 346 :o.11es ~130.SO; :tr~e. :3artle to Sac:"o,rr.ento zeo 
:rl.les ~115.50 ane. to Sa.n Francisco. 346 %:Iilec ~lZO.50. ~ese 

rates yiel~ revenu.e rcnei:lg ~o~ 37.7 c~ts to 47." cents ;per 

Cc.r :::lile. ~o reco::d$ sb.ow thAt the d:i.:tferentiu in rc.tes of' 

the short lines over those from the 1nterchc.nge point. w1 tho the

Sou~e.~ ?sc1!ie nre not ~terlally ditter~t from the rates 

trom North J!'ork to :B'r1an"t, distance considerecl. :oo1'cnG'..a.nts al-

so cite ra.tes on lumber, ce:l.Otl.d., nom :Pinea.cl.e on t:c.e Vfestem 

to vsr10us points in Cc.li:tornia yieldinz higher revenue Jtcr cc.::-

:rl.le t~o.n those e.ssailee.. 

~e matter o~ rates trom ~oints on short or WO~ lines 

hz.s been cons1~ered ~;T the Int.er-sta to Comm.erce Commissi.on ~ ~ 

eases. In Cotton Mills Products Co. vs. A.& V. (120 I.C.C. 473) 

the CO~$S10n fo~ th:lt 'the sixth class" rate 01' 7SZo cents r;er 

100 poune.s was not UJ::l.r'os.somcle as comparoo. with the re.te of" 56 
I r' I,<I'~, .. ., 

cents !?e:::- 100 ~ou:ad.s fo:::- s imil~ c.istanecs proscribed. in Sou.tb.em 

Class Ra~e I~ost1eat10n (100 I.C.C. 513). ~A~ Fe~eral Commis-
. ,I, 

$1on z=.1e. that the Birmingham and Southeastern Railway VIas a. weak 

line therefore ent1tl~ to spoc"~~ rate tre~tment. 

No evidence w:::.s su'l:c.i tted with res!)ect to t!le a1.l.Qg:l-

After ~ careful cons1~eration ot t~e test1~ony zn~ C7~ 

not u:c:ee.sone.'ble, illl~ustly discr1mina.tory or u:a.G.uly 'pr ejuG.1eial. 

~e oom~laint will ce d1amisse~. 
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ORD]:R 
-.----~ 

~s ec.se beillg a.t issu.e upon compl:l1nt a.~ answers on 

!ile-, having 'been a.uly he-are. and su.bmitted. 'by t.ho :parties invol.v

~, tull investiga.tion ot. 't.b.e matters a.Dd.. things l:l!l.v!.ng .'been had, 

a.n~ basi~ tllis ord.e:- on the fill6.ingz 0: fact a.~ the eoncljJ~1ons 

eontainea. 1n tb.e opinion, which sc.1e. o;pin1o:c. is :a.ereby re!erred. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDZRED that the com~la1nt in ~s ~~eeed

ing 'be ~d the same is hereby- d.ism1ssed. 

Da.ted e.t San ~aneisco, C~i:tornia., this .Ls;g<Uq 
o! Ju.r.e, 1928. 
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