Decision No.

SEFQRE TEE RATILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOTNIA.

In the Matter of the Applicetion of
WEST CCAST RAPID TRANSIT COMPANY for
& certificate of public convenience
and necessity suthorizing 1t (1) %o .
¢xtend its present automobile stage
lines from Manhattan Beach ® Lawn-
dale, and to operate said oxtended
line in conjunction with epplicant’s
existing stage lines so s to fur- Application No. 14504.
nich @ passenger stage service be-
tween Redonde, Hermose and Menhattan
Beaches and intermediate points, on
the oce hend, and Inglewood and in-
vermediate points on the oiker hand,
and (2) for an order authorizing ep~
Plicant to merge and consolidate all
of seid operating rights.

Kidd, Schell and Delemer, by Hexbert W. ¥saeg,
for epplicant. .

Vernon P. Spencer for Inglewood Transit Line,
protestant.

Z. G. Teeks for Los Angeles Railwsy, protestant.

3Y TEE COMMISSION:

West Coast Repid Tramsit Compeny applies to the Rall-
roed Commission for a certificate of public convenience and ne-
cessity euthorizing it to extend itz auntomobile bassenger service
from Mznhettan Beach %o Lawndale, there Joining its exic ting
through stoge lizne %o Inglewood snd to merge this proposed ex-
tension with.its existing stage routes, thus Torning one unified
and consolideted system.

4 public hearing on this application was conducted

before Examiner Gennon at Los Angeles, the matter was submitted
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exd ic now ready for dcelsion.

Pursusnat to sutaority of this Commission applicant
now conducts 2 passenger stage service between Redondo Beach and
Inglewood via Hexmose Beach, Lawndale and Eawthorne, and between
Redondo Beach and Maphattan Beach via Hermose Beach. Its oper-

etions further include local services between Clifton and Redondo

Beach and betwéen Hermosa Beack and Manhattan Beach, while the

service between Zecondo Beach end Inglewood iz conducted as a
throuzh service vies Hawthorne Boulevsrd. The proposed route would
connect Manhatten Beach with Lawndele and merge with applicent’s
existing service between Redondo Beach and inglewood.

The application iz dbased upon‘the elleged necossity or
furnisking trensportetion 1o passengers who desire to travel be~
tween Menhattan Beach and Inglewsod and points intermedizte who exre
now required to Lfirst proceed o Zermose Beach and there change %o
applicentts through line %o Inglewood. The proposed extension ap~=
proximates four miles 4in length over Rosecrans Avenue, & partially
vaved highway.

Applicant proposesz to operate on time scheduwles anéd to
chaxrge fares as sot forth In Exhibits "BT™ and "C" attached to the
epvlication, ané to use his oresent eqﬁiﬁment, sﬁpplamented by suck
additional stages acz the propesed service may Tequire.

The granting of the application was protested by T. R.
Cerpenter, who operates a paséenger stage zervice between Ingle-
wood and & point slightly szouth of Munbkattan Beach, and als: by the
loz Angeles Railway Corporetion. Carpenter's line traverses Ingle-
wood Avenue south Irom Inélewood, paralleling Eawthorme Bouwlevard
et a.distance of one-helf mile and turning west on Center Street
to the intersection of Manhettan Avenuec.

2he protest of Los Angoles Railway Corporation is dbased

on the Teer ol competition which might offexr itself as a result of
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“he applicetion. This company operztes 2 street car linoe on
Market Street in Inglewood, thence along its continmuation, ox

Hewthorne Boulevard, to Hawthorne.

D. B. Maurice, zole owner and operstor of applicant -

line, testified thet there are 200 houses in the four miles
of roadway between Manhutton Ecack and Lewndale, going one mile
on eitner side of the highwey, with 1o common carrier at prés-
ent supplying passenger service. He further stated thet his
local operations bhetween Redondo Beach and Manhatten Beach are
not profitable arxd that the mopesed service would help out
this declining dusiness o the extent that operating revenuos
would be doubled. He testified that he was sustaining an op~
erating loss of $40. a day as & result of this operation, dut,
es pointed out in our Decision No. 19160, on Application No.
14150, the accuracy or'this statenent must be questioned in
the abdbsence of supporting date. The testimony of other wit-
nesses wio favored the granting of the application was to the
effect that it would give khalf=hourly instead of hourly sere
vice; <that it would stimulate winter residence at the beach
because of iImproved traasportetion facilities; arnd that in
generel 1t would improve dbusiness combitions in the territory
between Manhatten Beach and Lawndale.

Tho application was opposed by the secretary of
the Mnnhattaﬁ Beach Chumber of Commerce who testified thzt
vhe Cerpeater line wouléd be Iinjured by the grenting of thiz
application which he considered premature. A member of ihe
Wiseburn Improvexent Assoéiatioﬁ, but et representing that
body officially, testiriedithat in her Judgment the present
service wes satislfactorye.

To heve given careful consideration to the testi-

mony in this proceeding and are unable o discover evidonce
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of any appyreciable demand for the sexvice mroposed, or any Jus~
tification for the granting of the appllication. TWhile the %tes-
timony indicates vhe existence of a considereble number of oc-
cupied houses on Rosecrzns Avenue 1t also shows that practically
half of them are in Manhatten Beach and few in Lawndele. Appli-
cert advances as & reason for the grenting of én operative right
over this route the uLope that it may pull him out of the hole s0
2> as his loczl operations detween Redondo Beach and Manhatian
Beach are c¢concerned, yes aéide from his bald statement that suck
operation is a losing venture there is nothing in the record o
support thet assumytion. Eowever, granting the correctaess of
sueh statement, it would de no evidence of public conveniexnce
and necescity as applied %o the application here condd dered.
Tae route vroposed would practicelly duplicate the existxng sor-
vice of the Carpenter line, pearalleling thet line at a distance
of half & mile betwoeen Inglewood and Lawndale and also running
parallel to Rosecrans Avenue one mile morth. Tke Carpenter line
travergestdnter Street Irom Inglewood Lvenue intersecting Man-
zattan Avenue &t a very short distance south of the city limite
of Xanhottan Beach. The traffic at present availadble along
Rosecrens Avenue does not justify the esteblishment of addition—~
- el service which would unquesztionably be in direct competition

with the prev&iliné sorvice.

Aside fron these considerations, the Commi ssfon grented

vhe Carpenter application wit: the express wnderstandiny +that it
might ve modified to f£it & situation similar to the present one.
In that decision we held that & certificate should be granted the
applicant Carpenter "with the understanding thet he 1= piloncering
& Lield not occupied"and that the service as proposed may recuire
readjustrents from time to time to make it L1t with the express
public need.™ It seems clear, taerefore, that should & noed

erise for the zervice here proposed 1t can be roodily met by a
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read justment of the Carpenter sexvice to fit the reguirements.
The apolication will be denied.

4 public hearing having deen held in the above ex-
titled proceeding, the matter haviﬁg been duly submitted end
being now ready for decision,

TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOFXIA
horeby declares that public convenlence and necessity do neot
require tae service herein proposed by D. 2. Maurice oper=-
ating under the fictitious name of VWest Coast Replid Trancit

Company, =nd

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the application be and

the seme iz hereby denied.

Dated at San Frameisco, California, this 29 day
, 1928. '

COmmissio/ner




