maujtzz“'

T PN
i et et
FALY

Decision No. =~ M7

DIPOTE TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF T2 STATE OF CALITORNIA.

AT

In the Matter of the Application of
TOOTHILL DITCH COMPANY, & corporation, s 14272.
0 increase ratez for watler supplied.

D.2Z. Perkins and Power and LicFadzecon,
. by Danilel lieTadzeon, for Applicont.

Z.A. Saveze, for FProtestants.
(] NIOX

To this proceeding, Foothill Ditch Compuny, an imcor=
norcted public utility which suppliec water cor irrigetion pur-
noses 1o cerdein comsumers in the vieinity of Exeter, Tulare
County, makes cpplication for om imerease iz ratez. The applica~
tion clleges in effcct that the rates at present charéed‘are,:on-
compensatory, being inadeguate to yield sufficient revenue to nev
epplicent o reasonmsble interest Telurn on its iunvestment in the
ditehr, znd the request ié mede Tor authority to increcse the
present rotes to the uniform ~ate of 25 cents per mimexr's iach
for each twenty-Tour hours flow of waler delivered. ’

A public hearing wes held in this proceeding at Visalia

vefore Sxuminer Satterwhite.

The roate schedule which 4is at present In effect wos
yol

establiched by this Commiszsion in Decision No. §759, icszued Novem~

ber 17, 1921, az folliows:




1. Tor eazck miner's inch flow of water for 24 homrs--=£0.14

(The minér's inch referred to abdbove zholl
be a flow.equivalernt to 1/50 of ome cudbic
oot per second.)

Corrying charge for water used st the Wallace :
(Goodale) Rench, per second Loot per month=—e~=-=£6.00

C.H. Eolley, consulting engineer for'applicant, és-
timated the original cost of the properties to be $84,733., and
George Ve Tragger in behall of applicant appraised‘thé present

alue of the cystem at $85,197., based upon unit costs prevall-
ing in 1925. H.i. Noble, ome of the Commissien's hydroulic
engineers, estimeted the original cost of the used end useful
oroperties of the system ifncluding landsc end rightg=ol=-way at
present feir market value to Qe &67,706. and the corresponding
depreciction anzuity $816. ' |

Tne ovidence shows that in 1926 Lindsay-Strathmore

rrigation District having obtcired 2n option <0 »urchase the
Tootkill Ditch Compzny's properticz enlarged the company's main
canal to e canacity of'approximately Ti8ty soconl-Zeet for the
urpose of tronsmitting waters from the Kaweah River to said
district’s transmicsion cancl, whereas the maximum carrylng
capacity'necessary to supply the néeds of applicani’s consuwers
ic rot greatly in excess of Tifleen second~Leet. Tﬂe eng;neers
cor applicent included the cost of the enlarged diéch sectlon,
waile the Commissior's engineer appraliszed the coct of the mein
canzl upon *he bacis of “he cost of that portion of seid canal
sor the service to the public utility con-
> besis cppears to be proper and rezzoncble

and the sum of $67,706. will be %aken as the falr value of &p~-

plicant’s properties Iox raste-Tixing purpoces ot this vime.
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Tee evidenco shows that the sum of £7,000. is a reeson=
eble allowznce Lor the exrual maintenance and operating costs Ior

the irmediate future.

The revenues produced from the existing schedule of

zates cmounted to £8,166. in 1926 end $8,728. in 1927, the operc-

tions for +the latter vear resuliing iz a net revenue of spprox-
imctely one and ome=hulf? por cent or Yhe above rate base. HZow-.
ever, *the testimony shows that water nas been delivered to the
Wallace Ranch at the very Lfuvorable and preferential rate of
36.00 per second-foot per month which, at the rate charged the
other comsiumers, would amount o $210. per zecond=foot por montil.
As the Wollace Rame: hes 20 greatér or different rights tO watedr
cervice then the other consumers, 2O Teason oxists for perxitiing
the cortinuation of this unfair dlscriminetiom. The facte pre-
sexted in this proceeding indicate that the average zmount of walter
used by %he Wallace Rarch, when charged for at the regular rate of
14 cents per miner's inch doy, will result in increasing the total
annusl revenues of'the company %o ebout $H13,44C., resulting in a
ze% return siigatly in excess of elght pér cent upon the sum of
567,708

Eerecftor applicent will be authorized %o charge the
wallace RPanch Compeny at the regular rove of 14 ¢cents per miner's
inch day of twenty-Zour hours, Lch will obviate the necessity‘
of cny further chenges in the rates for water furmished to the

oTher mater USeIrS.

Tootkill Ditch Compeny, = corporation, having made ap-
plicetion cs cntitled adove to this Commission asking euthority %o

fmevouse the rates charged its comcumers, o »pWvlic heering raving
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Yeen held therecon, the matter having beexn subtmitied and the

Commission being mow fully sévized Iin the promices,

IT I3 HEEE3Y POUND 48 A TACT thet <he rates zow
charged by Foothill Diteh Compony, 4 corporation, for water
unplied to its comsumersz are unjuct and unreasonable in so
they dilfer Irom the rates herein sstablished, and the
rates hereln csteblished are Just and reasonable rates
ﬁhF seﬁjice renéered, and basing its order upon the foro-
20ing Tinding of fact and upon the situtements of fact contalned
in the opiricxn which precedes this oxder,
=T IS EE2ZZY OFDERED that Tootxkill Diteh Company, &
corporasion, Ye and it is hereby authorized aré directod to
#il¢ with the Railroad Comnission, withia thirty (20) days from

the date of tals order, the followizng schedule of rates for all

water supplivd to its consumers on and after the

of , 1928:

RATE SCEEDULZ

Per mimer's inch Gay of 24 hours~~-=-=me~-=={0.14

The ninerts inch relerred Lo above shall
ve equivalent to ome-Liftieth (1/50) of
one cubic foot of wober per sccond.

IT IS EEFZRY FURTEER OQD’QZD that Foothill Ditch Com~
peny, & corporavion, be and 1T iz heréby directed to'install,
withiz ninety (90) days from *the date of tﬁis order, such staxdard
neasuring deviées'a: choll be necessary to properly determire the
cmount of water delivered %o the Wallace Ranch Compeny from the

itches ox c***la of £aid Toothill Ditch Complnye.

TS EEEERY SURTEER ORDERED thet Foothill Diteh Com~
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reby directed to file with this Comzisslion,
) days from %he date of this order, rules und
latione governing the service of water %0 1ts consumers,
rules and regulations to become effective upon thelr cccept-
for 7iline by the Rzilrocd Coxmission.
For all other purnoses, the elfective date of this or-

der shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereol.

Sated at San Francisco, Celifornic, this_ 29 % dey

, 1928.
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CSﬁ;&ésioners.




