- Decision No. 9@&‘35

RTFORE TEE RAILRCAD COMMISSION OF THE STAIE OF CALIFORNIA

CITY OF BURBANK, a municipal corporation,
SURBANK CHEAMBIR OF COMMERCE, a corporation,
SURBANK REAIDY BOARD, a corporation,

~

Compleinants,
VSe ‘
SOUDPEERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY, &
corporation, SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY,
a corporation,

Defendantce.
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Jas. Z. Jdtchell, City Attormey for City of
! 3urbank, Complainant.
. Eomer Reed and C.C.Rlchards, for Burbank

Chamber of Commerce, Complainant.
walter Iggulden, President, Burbank Realty Board,
Conplainant,
R. T. Todekind, for Southern Pacific Company
Defendenat. . ‘

THE COMIISSION ~
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City of Bu::be.:i}:, a municipal corporation, Burbank Chamber 6:’
Cormerce, & corporation, and Burbank Realty Boa.i'd., & corporafion;.
nerein complain egainst Soutierz Pacific Railroad Compaxy a.nél.;;'
Southern Pacilic chpany alleging vhe present profec‘cion ﬁt rive
grade c¢rossings of city street:i in the City of Burbaznk over |

defendants® railroad i inadeguate. complainm"cs‘pray for an
order of the Railroad Commission requiring '&erendants to ins‘_c_all,
meintain and hereafter oper&‘ae' erossing gates ‘at‘ each o:f said
cros3ings.. ' "

Defendants duwly filed their answer herein donying the

material allegetions of the complaint. and that the p:-‘opoééigi‘crOss-

ing gotes offeor any better protection tham Is arfoxrded 'bf ‘tae

protective devices now in use.




A public hearing on this complaint was conducted ﬁy Zxeminer
Handford at Zurbamk, at which time evidence was received and,

ter stipulation by counsel for complalinants and defendants, the
mattor was adjourned subject‘to further heerings by oxder of the
Commissioﬁ, elther on its owa initlative or on notion of axy
Interested pexty.

The rallroad involved iz the importeat double %rack, high
speed line of the los Angeles Division of the Southern Pacific
Compeny over which all paszenger and freight treins of that
company are operated beitween Los Angeles and Nbrxhern California
points. The rive‘streets are all moderétdly 1mp6:tanx.thorough-
fares, crossing two main tracks and suxiliary tracks at grade in
edch caco. ,

An investigation was made by the Engineering Department of the
Commission, resulting inm & repost containing recommendation for
providing additional protoction at thé;e crossings. Copieslor
this repoxt were furnished To the interested parties and the
report was received in.evidonce (Exhivit 1) in fhis p&oceading.

Srior to the hearing an informal confoﬁence was helﬁ by
' representatives of complainants, dofendants and the Commizsion’s
Engincering Department. |

as a result of this conference, an agreement was reached which

later became a stipulation in the recond, substantially as.follows:

rSouthern Pacirfic Company to proceed to carxy out the
recomrendations of the Rallroad Commission's Ingineering
Department, as set Lorth in Exhidbit No.l, for improving
protection at the sevoral crossings involved, with
minor modifications as follows:

I. Burbank Soulevard (B«471.5)

Tntil grades are separated; exrossing 1= to be
provected by 2 set Oof crossing gaves opoerated
by the towermen.

Mammolis Avenue (B~-472.11)

Two standaxrd No.4 wigwags should be installed

for the protection of thls croszsing, to be

located in the center of the street, replacing the

stendard No.d wigweg. T0 these wigwags should bde
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added the light sigral indicating the approach
of a szecond train to the cerocsinge.

0live ALvenue (B=472.2)

A sot of light signels indicating the approach
of o second train at the crozsing should de
aéded to the present wigwag Installation.

IV. Verduzo Avenue (B=472-4)

A set of light cignals indicating ‘the approach
of & second train at the crossing should be
added to the present wifwegz installation.

Alameda Aveonue (B=472.8)

Trial installation of Kehler crocsing gate
recomxended at this crossing.

TI. Existing wigwag installations should be carefully
checked over; ringing cireuits should be adjusted o
comply with General Order 75 where suck is not now the
case.  Where wigwegs arce so0 installed that they coase
operation when the head end of a train passes the
erossing, the c¢ireuit should be reviszed so that the
wigwag wWill not cease operating until the rear end of
the train passes the uTQSSing-

VII.Carz should not be stored or spotted on side or
spur tracks within 100 feet of the crossing wnless
trainmer is available to act as humen flagman. ‘

Tae roregoing recommendations were subject to the rollowing

reservations in the stipulation:

"Thet the Iinstallation of Xabler automatic croszsing gate
he made without installation or mainterazce cost 0
Southern Pacific Company, and that suitable lliability
bond be posted for the pxotection of Southern Pacific
Company in event of accident or patent inrringement due
to the use of eros sing gate.”

"That mod‘fication be made or recormendation TIT whereve“
im@racticable to plece senme in effect at industrial spurs.

"That the cooperavion of the City of Burdark be had In
the matter of disclplining recklezs driver:z at crossingz.”™

"The City of Burbank ic willing Yo accept tho rocommendations
of the Commission's ZEngineering Department in satisfactlon of
ivs complaint- o consider the passing of such ordinance

and for enforcing such policing methods as will result in
disciplining of reckless drivers at the railroad cpossings
conplained of; and that the City ittormey is vo Ilnvestigate
the matter of liability dond ,uoject to tne e re°ervat1on~
covering autometic crossing gates.
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"Taet within a reasonable time, aftor observing results of
vhe txizl inctallation recoxmended by the Commiszsion's
Ingineering Depaxtment, the Clty of Zurbank reserves.the
~ight to procecd without prejudice to a trial of its
coxplaint and to a declsion of the Commission thereon.”
"That Southern Pacific will promptly, eafter receipt of the

Commission'a authorizauion, proceed 1o caxry ou* the
*ecommendationw made.n
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We will appro#e this stipulatio; with the wnderstanding that
the Commisslon's Engineering Depertment will be conferred with
2 the imstalletion of the trial protective devices az agreod
upon; and that after their imstailation, should such devices
in the opinion of our representatives pyrove uncale or unsatislfactory
40 tae public or to the defendants, their use will be immediately
discontinuved,subject to thls Commission's fuxther decisibh.

Tais b*oceeding will be held open for a period of one (l) year
for such further action as the circumstances and conditionw may
meXe necessary. If, during that period, $ho perties heroin
desire to modily, amplify or terminate the experimental Loxm of
protection, or if the Commission should desire to extend or curteld
any of these exporiments, rurther consideration may de given by
furtiher heering and supplemental oxder herein and with the benelfit
of the xecord as already existiﬁg in this proceeding.
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The City of Burbank, a.municipal corporation, Burbank Chambex
of Commexco, & co*poration, and Burbapk Realty Boaxd, a co*poracion,
heving filed & Tormal comnlaint against Southern Pacific Railroad
Company, & corporation, and Southern Pacific Company, & corporation,
e public hecaring having ﬁeen held, the Commission bg;n@ now Jully
advized of the stipulation bdetween all'parties as in thé previdus
opinion hercinabove referred to,

IT IS ZERZIBY ORDERED that the stipulation eand *e,crvations as
quoted in the opinion walch precedec this oxder be and the sene
hereby are approved, subject to the following conditions:
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1. Any of the trial installations shall 2% once bde
removed from Operation upon recuest of the Ingineering
Department of this Commission, sudbject, however, to the
further action of this Comxmission. .

2. The Commiscion heredy exprossly reserves the right

to meke such further orders in this proceeding reletive

%o the protectlon of said crossings, or any of them,

as To it may seex right and proper or as reguired by the
public selety. :

The effoctive dete of thls oxder iz hereby fixed as twén‘cy
(20) days from the date hereol. '

Dazf at San Fremeisco, Califormie, this 44% day of
e et , 1928. A
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