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BEFORE THE RAILROAD CCMUXSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIL.

-

In <he Matter of the application
oX PICKWICK STAGES SYSTXM, a cor-
poration, for permission 30 aban-

)
g
aon the operation of Lts automobile)  APPLICATION NO. 14851.
stage service as a commonr carrier )
of passengers, baggage and express,)
between Bucllton and Los Olives and)
intermegiate points. )

Worren Z. Lidbby and Frack B. austin, for
applicant. '

T,

BY TEE COWISSION:

CPINIONXN

applicant herein seeks authority to abenlon 1ts anto-
zobile stage service az a common cerrier of Passengers, baggage
ard express beitween Buellton and Los Olivos sud intermediate

points.
~ public hearing herein was held by Examlner Willisms

et Sentse Ynez. |

At the nearing applicant amended the application by in-
cluding in the adbandonment that portion of the highway between
Los Olivos and the Coast Highway, in 2ddition to the operation
betweern the termini named.

applicant operates local service over the route from

Buellton to Solvang, Sente Ynez and Los Clives, whioh routing

was & part of the original cbast staﬁe Aighway. This was a
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prescriptive right sudsequently confirmed by Decisions Xos.1l0009
and l44é4. In October, 1927, by Decision No. 18885, applicant
was permitted to lease the portion detween Buellton and Los
Olivos to B. C. Craig, who ot that time was operating a limited
gexvice between Gaviota and Loz Jlivos and the intermediate
points znamed. In ﬁanuary, 1928, this decision was set aside and
further hearing was held, and the application to lease was
derlel by Decision No., 19530 on application No. 14049 and Case
Jo. 2450. This denial was based on the palpable fact that ap-
Plicant Xickwick Stages System intended t0 divest itsels of its
odligation to operate said service, and that the proper action
was to apply for an abandonment of service rather than o lesse.
Thereupon applicant filed the present application for auvthority
70 abaxndor the sexrvice.

1% appears from the testimony that originally this
was the only route traversed by the Coast Highway, but that im
1922 there was constructed a'new State highway between Buellton
ant a point six miles north, walech, by its coxnstruction, short-
ened the State highway & distance of about eight miles, and
thereafier traffic used the new highway instead of the old. at
the same time applicant Pickwick Steges System was permittea'to
uge the new highway and operate over the old highway for local
purposes only.

4t the time the present application was filed, E. C.
Craig was operating over the old route as far as Los Olivos,
but since that time he has, by authority of Decision No. 20010
on his application Ho. 13063, beer permitted to abandon all
sexvice. In the original certificate issued to Craig, by De-
cision No. 17628, dateld November 18, 1926, he was autaorized
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only to transport passengers between Gaviota end Los Olives
and intermediste points upon the stages useld by bin in carrying
United States mail, and the certificate contained the provis-
ion that it sutomatically expired whenever Craig ceaseld to
have authority +o0 transport United States mail. The cextif-
icate was revoked upon his showing that the mail contract had
expired and had been awardel to another carrier. Therefore,
at the time of the heaxring of the prozeant application, there
remained no other pudlic carxrier of passzengers. between the
points affected except applicant, and the orly automotive
Ireight service remaining is tngt of Soren Sorensoxn.

Applicant produced in support of the applicatioxn,
C. E. Chambers, assistant superintendent of operations of Pick-
wick Stages System, who testified that he had boen employed
previowsly as & driver £or the applicant for nine years over
tae Coast Route, and that originally the route begar six miles
soutn of what is now Buellton and thence %o Solvang, Santa
Yonez and Los Olivos and the present State Eighway. A4t that
time Zuellton did not exist, dDut was merely a comstruotion camp
foxr the State highway work. It was then known a3 Buell Flats.
He also testified that during the last two years applicahx had
operatea a l4-passenger stage dbetween Buellton and Los Vlivos
deily, dut had discontinued the use of this vehicle when per-
nitted t¢ lease to Craig. When this decizion was zet asgide,
applicant provided a Buick sedan undexr lease from U. . Skin-
ner, and this service nas been maintained dally on schedule ever
since.

ir. Chambers testified that from July 24 to august
22, thizc vehicle had carried texn passengers, two Lrom Buellton
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%o Los Olivos axnd return, taree £rom Buollton t¢ Solvare and
ore return, 2und thet the total passenger reovenus Lor the neriod
agoregated $5.10, 411l of thesc passengers were tragsients
except one. The sochedule of this venlcle was co-ordinated wita
otaer scheduwles on the mein line of the state highway in both
diéections. Uznder the lease of the vehicle from Skinner, appli-~
cant paid $2.80 dally as mileage charge and 70¢ dxlily for

tke service of Skimner, meking & total of §23.50 a day iz the
operation., The cost unler the use of the lé-passonger stage
2ad beez $6.41 per day. The actual ¢ost of the servios dDetween
July 24 aand August 22, 1928, inélusive, was §L85.69, with a
revenue of only $5.10, making & total lose of 5180.59 Zor the
transportation of ten passergers. When Craig ceased operation,
ir. Chombers testified, he hed asked Sorenson to take over the
Passengor-scarrying rigat, dut Soremson had refused.

Xr, Chambers further testified that the lossez sus-
tained Iz this operation Quring all of 1927 axd a portion of
1928 were proportionately the same as those sustsined during the
perxiocld for which the exhibit was filed. agcording %0 tho ex-
£ibit, the yessenger revemwe per mile smouated to $.00336, the
cost of operation veing approximately $.20 ner mile.

E. €. Croig of Saznte Yanez, férmerly operating & serv-
ice between Gaviota and Los Clivoes, testifiocd that he served the
same polntz &t those involved in the nresont application, end
his vraffic emounted Yo from one to “arece Dessengers & week:
taat 20 independsnt paasenger line, uwnsupported by other traf-
2ic, could possibly bresk even with such ratronsge, and that

he believed there was no public need for the continuation of the




service of the Pickwick System.

0. ®. Skinmer of Buellton, whose vehicle is leased
to the Pickwick for this operation, testitied that subsequent
to bugust 22 and up ¥ september 1 he had carried but ome pas-
senger in the service, tals passesger traveling Lrom Zuellton

40 Solvang on a througn ticket. My, Skinner was equally

positive that no passenger operstion can be sustained by swch

patronage.

It appears rom the testimony that the route over
waich service hes been maintained is an abandoned route of
4he Coast Highway; that the population tributery for a dds-
tence of Lfourteen miles does not exceed 1,000 persons, and
that practically ell use private cars in traveling %o and from
the main State highway.

Although applicant posted motice of the application
to abandon in various places and at all the points served
end at its ticket-selling offioces, xu0 ome appesxred TO Oppose
the grenting of the application; and lir. Chambers testified
that he nad tolked to a number of persons in the several oon-
nunities affected, and no .opposition to the discontinuence
of the service was expressed.

Under the skbowing presented by applicant, it would
Be ou unreasonable burden on the operations of applicant 1o
continue this losing service, especially az 1t has %o be
mainteined for very meager patronage at the cost of other
patrons of applicant.

We therefore Tind as a fact that public conveni-
ence anlt necessity &o not require the continuence of this

service Detween tormini and intermediate points and that the




applicant should be permitted to abandon the same. In this
connection, Loc Olivos will not be left without tranéportaxion,
zor will the neorbdy communities, either, as the Rasific Coast
Reflway has its termimus &t Los Olivos and maintains a mixed
train dally in and out of thiszs terminuvs, connecting with the
State highway at Wigmore station or points ré;ther wezt and

zorta.

ORDER

Pickwick Stages System, a corporation, having made
application %0 the Railroad Commission for authority te adban-
don its passenger, baggage and express service betweer Buell-
ton and Los Olives and points intermediate, and between Los
0livos and the Jjunction of the Los Olivos roald 2nd the Coast
Highway, a public hearing having been held and the matter hav-
i2g beez duly submitted and now being ready for decision,

Il IS HEREEY ORD:RED that applicant Plokwick Stages
Systenm, a corporation, be and it 1s hexredy authorizoalto dig-
continue caid service, as authorized and/or regquired by
Decisions Nos. 10009, 14464 azd 19530 of this Commissicn, with-
ina ten (10) days from dafe hereof, and that all rights to scon-
duct suck operations as granted by said Decisions,or otherwise,
Ye ané the same hereby are revoked.

Ir Is EEREEY FURTEER ORDERED thet said Pickwick
Stages Systéﬁ, a corporazioﬁ, shali immediately £1le supplements




to tariffs and time scaedules oxn £ile in its name wita the

Rallroad Commission, sail supplements to withdraw and cancel said

texriffs and time schedules. s /S
Dated at San Franciseo, Callifornia, this Eﬁ'«q day

Qe Ak 1928.
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