
BEPORE 1'5 RAILROAD co~aSSION or TEZ STATE OF C.A.LIFORNIA 

~ the Matter of the Application or ) 
O.AlCDAtZ I?.lUGATION DISTRIC'r, SOUTH ) 
Sk~ JO~UIN IRRIG~ION DISTRICT ~ ) Application No.144l0 
SIE'.RRA. ru:r.I.Wl.:! COZ!? .. .u,'Y tor permanent } 
grade railroad' eros:ing over State ) 
::a:1gllwa1~ ) 

P. R. Gr1t't1n, tor Oakd.ale Irriga.tion Di~tr1ct, 
Appl1ce.:lt. 

!la:r'ry Mc Clellan, Attorney, Division ot H1ghwayz, 
Department of Public ~ork~, State of C~l1to=:o.1a. 

E. E. Fierce, District Engineer, District ~O, 
Division or H1gh\Vo.ys, DepD.rtment ot PubliC 1':orks, 
State of California. ' 

Fletcher G. Flaherty, tor Sierra Railway COmpany 
o't Calitorn1a, Applicant. 

Nutter, EAncook and :Rutl'l.ertord, 'by John E:anoock, 
tor south San Joa~u1n Irrigation Diztrict, Applicant. 
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Oakdale Irrigation District, south San ~oaqu1n Irrigation 

District, and Sierra Railway Company ot cal1torn1a have p~tit10:o.0d 

the Railroad Commission tor ~ order authorizing the cont1nued 

~~tenAnce ot a grade crossing aeross the state highway 1n the 

yio1n1ty ot Jack Siding, County or TUolu:l'C.e at a :pOint on 

Road X Tuo. 13-B at approx~tely statio~ 4e~OO, authority tor 

the temporary establis~ent of said cro$s~ haVing heretofore 

been granted by this Co~zsiOn's Decision No.15358 on Appl1cation 

No.116S4, decided AUgust 31, 1925~ 

A publiC heeri=g on this a:p:pllcat1on was conducted by 

Exam1ner Eandtord at Stockton at which time the :::natter was duly 

sub~tted tor decision. 

Oakdale Irrigation Distri~t and South S~ Joaquin 

Irrigation Distriot ~ the latter :part or 1925 'began the con

struction ot the Melones Dam ~n th~ Stanislaus :River., In ol"der 

to facilitate the trans~ortatlon ot materials tor this structure, 



• 
the Districts, together with the Sierra Railway co~pany ot 

CsJ:Jfo:::n1a, constructed a spur track approXimately n1ne miles 

long, which track crosses the State Highway ~ the vicinity o~ 

~ack·s Siding, County or TUol~e. Under Decis10n No.15358, 

dated August 3l, 1925, in Application No.11634, authority was 

granted the Districts to const=uct said spur track at grade 

across the highway subject, among other conditions, to the 

rollow1:ag: 

"(4) The authority herein granted tor the 
~stallation or said crossing shall lapse 
and become void on 1Une 30th, 1927, whereupon 
said crossing shall oe abo11shed and the 
highway repa1:"ed to contorm. to the remainder 
thereof." 

The Districts intended to use the spur only tor construction . 

purposes and upon the co~plet1on or the d~ 1t was to have been 

abandoned. 

'I'ne Sierra Ra1lway company or California, however" subse

quently purchased the spur trac~ .~d removed approximately tour 

and one halt :llos ot the tr~ck along the outer end. The 

ra1lway now desires to cont~ue 1n operation the remaining ~or-

t10n of the spur and. has consequently jOined in the above 

application asking that the temporary permit granted in DeciSion 

No.153Se be ~de pe~ent. 

Representative tor the Railway testitied that numerous 

sh1p:ents ot rock tor rooting purposes now originate along the 

track and that ,considerable bus1ness may develop trom an asbestos 

depOsit located about one and one halt mlles'trom the end. ot the 

eXist1ng track. 'Representative 01' the Rallw~y further testitied 

that all train ::l.ovements are rlagged across the h1gb.way and that 

d'U:"iIlg the construction 01' the dam. and subsequent thereto over 

six thousand cars ,were operated 1n both directions over the 

crossing of the State Highway without accident or complaint. The 



• 
view ot the track is unobstructed. 

R. E. ?ierce, District Eng1neer, Divis10n ot EiShways~ 

Department or Pub11c ~orks, State or California, testitle~ that 

all actual count indicated the average highway tratt1c over t:!=le 

crossing amounted to,approx1cAtely 700 veh1cles daily during the 

s~er season and 300 vehicles dally durlng the wlnter. He 

reeo~endea, in order to assure safety to highway travel, changes 

1:. the type ot crossing and in the highway grades ot approach end 

al1g:c.m.ent. The Ra1l=oad Company ottered nO oOj,eetlo:c.s to these 

reco~endatio~. 

, It appe~s to this CO~1ss1on that these recommendations 

are sound and that a permanent crossing should ~e authOrized. 

Inasnuch as the track 1s now owned and Will be used ~ole11 by the . ' 

Sierra Railway Company ot ,Calitorn1a, all costs s~uld. be assesseG. 

to that compan1~ 

o R D E R 

Oakdale Irr1gation Dis~r1ct, SOuth San Joaqu~ !.~1gation 

Distr1ct and S1erra Railway COmpany ot calitorn1n having tiled 
~ 

the above entitled application w1th th13 co~ss1on ask1ng tor 

author1ty to mA1nta~ as a pe~ent grade cross1ng a temporary 

grade cross1ng now constructed across the st~te H1ehway ~ the 

Vlc~ity ot Jaek~s Siding, TUolumne County, State of calitornia, 

as hereinafter set tortA, publlC hearing haVing been hel~~ the 

~tter ha~ been duly sub~tted and the Co=:lss10n ~e~ ~y 

advised., 
IT IS :a:E:RE3Y OBDEF.EO tba:t per:llSsl0n and author1ty 'be and 

1t hereby is gro.ntecl Sier=a Railway Co:c.pany 01: ce.llto::nie. to 

:a~ta~ a spur track at grade across the State Highway 1n the . 
v1e~1ty or Jack's Siding, County or TUolumne, at the loc~tion 

, I 

~artleularly descr1bed 1n CO~lSS10ntsDeeis10~.No;lS35B, 

J ... ppllee:t:i.on NO .ll634 , e:l.d as sbOvr.o. by the maps (N'os.Z-A-7 and. 

5-e~5) attached to that app11cation; said cross1ng to be constructed 

-3'; 



• 
subjee~ to the rollowing eonditions, viz: 

(l) The entire expense ot eonstruet1ng the e~oss1ns 

together wlth the eost ot ~ts mainten~ce thereafter 1n good and 

rirst elass condition tor t~e sate and eonvenient U3e or the publle,. 

shall b~ borne by Sierra Railway co::tpe.ny ot Cs.lltorn1a .. 

(2) . sa1d. erosslng shall 'be constructed. equal or super10r 

to type show=. as Standard NO.2, in Gene:-al orde:- No.72 or th1:l 

Co~lss10n and shall be constructed. Without superelevat10n and ot 
a Wldth to conform to that 'portlon or sa1d hlghway now graded, wlth 

the tops ot ::a1ls tlush W1 tb. the pavement, and with gre.de~ or 

appr.o~ch not exceeding s~ (6) ~er cent; snall be protecte~ by ~ 

Standard No.1 crossing slgll as specir1ed 1n cenera.l Order NO';75 

ot thiS CO~lss1on and sball In every way be made s~table tor the 

passage there over or vehicles and. other road trartle. 

(3) No train, e:c.g1ne, motor or car shall be operated over 

s~ld. crosslng unless $801d. train, englne, motor or car shall be 

broughtto a complete stop and unless trattlc on the hlghway be 

protected by a m~ber or the t:-a1n crew or other competent employee 

acting as·tlagman. 

(4) The Co:n:nlssion :-esorves the right to make $uch ru::-'ther 

o:-ders ~ela'tJ.ve to the loca'tl.on, cons"truct1on, oparat1o::J., mai::l.'ten-

~cc and protection ot sa1d crossing as to it may se~ :~~t ~d 

:p:rope:-, a:l.c. to revoke ~ts' :perm1~s1on It, 1ll its judgmeD.t, the 

publiC convenience and necessity demand such actlo~. 

The autho~1ty herein granted shall become etrectlve on the 

date b.ereot~ 

Dated at san ~anc1sco,calltorn1a, this~t4/~~ay or 

a~/? ./ . ,l928. 

. , 


