Decizion No. 2280
BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STALTE OF CALIFORNIA

Tn the Metter of the Application of

OAKDAIZ IRRIGATION DISTRICT, SOUTE

SAN JOAQUIN IRRIGATION DISTRICT end Application No.l44l0
STERRA RAILTAY COMPANY for permanent

grade railrosd erossing over State

dighway.

P. Ho Griffin, for Oakdale Irrigation District,
: Applicent.

Herry Mec Clellan, AttoIney, Division of Highways,
Department of Public Torks, State of California.

2. E. Pierce, District Engineer, District 10,
Division of Highways, Department of Public Torke,
State of California. '

™etcher G. Fleherty, for Sierxa Ra ilway COompany
of Californis, Applicent.

Nuyter, Hancock and Rutherford, by John Hancock,
for South San Joegquin Ixrigatilon District, Applicant.

BY TEZ COMMISSION -
0O P I X I O X

Oekdale Irrigation District, South San Joaquin Ixrigation
District, and Sierra Rallway Compeny of California have petitionca
she Railroad Commiscsion for am order suthorizing the continved
maintensnce of & grade crossing acress the state hsighway in the
vicinity of Jack Siding, Cownty ér Tuolune at a point on
Road X Tuo. 13-3 at epproximately steation 48.00, suthority for
the temporary establishment of 381d crossing having herctofore
been granted by this Commission's Decision No.l5358 oz Application
No.11634, decided August 31, 1925

A public heexring on this application was conducted by
Dyxaminer Eandford at Stockton at which time the matter was duly

submitted for decision.

Oakdele Irrigation District end South Sex Joaquiz

Irrigation District in the lattor part of 1923 began the con-
ctruction of the Melones Dem on the Stanisleus River. In oxder

to fecilitate the transportation of materials for this structure,




the Diztricts, together with the Sierra Railway Company of
California, constructed a spur track approximetely nine miles
lomg, waich track crosses the State Highway ia the vieinity of
Jack's Siding, County of Tuolumne. TUnder Decision No.l3338,
dated August 31, 1925, in Application No.ll634, authority wes
granted the Districts o coastruct sald spur track at grade
across the highﬁay subject, among other conditions, to the
following: ,

m(4) The authority herein granted for the

installation of said crossing shall lapse

and become void on June 30th, 1927, waereupon

said erossing shall be abolished and the

highway repaired to conform to the remalnder

thereof.™

The Districés intended to use the spur oaly for construction

purposes and upon the completion of tie dem it wWas %o have been

ahandonede.

The Sierrs Reilway Compeny of California, however, subse-

quently purchased the spur tracg,and removed approximately Tour
and one half miles of the track along the outer end. Tke
railway now desires to continue in operation the remeining por-
ti0n of the spur and has coasequently joined in the above
spplication asking that the temporary permit granted in Decision
No.15358 be mede permanenti. |
Representative for the Railw&y testified that numerous
shipments of rock for roofing purposes now originate along the
track and that comsideradle business may develop from an asbestos
deposit located shout one and ome half miles from the end of the
existing track. Representative oI the Rallway further testified
that all traln movemeﬁts are rlagged across the highway and that
during the comstruction of the dam and subseguent thereto over
six thousend cars were operated in bothk directions over tae
»ossing of the State Highway without accident or complaint. The
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view of +he track is unobstructed.

R. E. Plerce, District Ingimeer, Division of Eighways,
Department of Public Tworks, State of Californile, testifiea thet
an actual count indicated the average nighway traffic oveXr tae
crossing amounted %0 approximately 700 vehiclos deily during the
suzmer season and 300 vehicles daily during the winter. Ee
recommended, in order TO assure safety to highway travél, changos
in the type of crossing and in the highway grades of approach and
alignment. The Railxoad Compeny offered no objections to these
recommendations.

Tt appears to this Commission taet these recormendations
are sound and that & permenent crossing should be suthorized.
Tnasmuch &s the track is now owned and will be'used so;ely by the
Sierra Railway Company of Celifornia, all costs skouwld be assessed

to that companye.

0 R D E R

Oakdele Irrigation District, Soush Sen Joagquin Ixrigation
District and Sierrse Rallway Compedy of Califorala haviﬁg filed
+he above entitled application Qith this Commission asking for
euthority o msintain as a permazent grade crossing a temporery
grade crossing now constructed across the State Highway in the
vicinity of Jack's Siding, Taolumne County, State of Californie,
as nereinafter set forta, pubdblic hearing having beexn held, the
metter having been duly submitted and the Commission Deing fully
adviced,

17 IS HERESY ORDERED thatv permission and agthority'be and
it nereby it granted Sierra Rallway Company of Californis 10
—pintaln & Spur track at grade &cross she State Highway in the
vicinity of Jack's Siding, County of Tuoiumne, gt‘the location
particulerly described in COmmlsszon’s.DecisiénnNo;lsssé,

Lpplicetion No.ll634, end as shown by The maps (NOos »2=A~7 and

6=8~5) attached to that application; said crosaing to be constructed
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subject to the following conditions, viz:

(1) The entlire expense of constructing the crossing
tOgether‘with the cost of 1tz maintenance thereafter in good and
£irst class condition for the safe and convenient use of the pubdlic,.
skall be borne by Sierre Rallway Company of Californle.

(2) Saia crossing shall be coastructed equal or superior
to type shown as Standard No.2, in General Order No.72 of this
Cozmiscsion snd shall be constructed without superelevation and of
e width o cbnfqrm to that portion of said highway now graded, with
the tops of rails flush with the pavement, and with grades of
epprozck not exceeding six (6) per cent; shall be protected dy &
Stendard No.l crossing sign as specified inm Ceneral Oxder Xo.75
of this Commiscion and shall 1n every way be made stitable for thae
pacsage thereover of vehicles and other road traffic.

(3) No train, eagine, motor or car shall be operated over
seid crossing unless seid train, engine, motor or car shall de

broughtto a complete stop and wnless treffic on the highway be

protected by a member of the train erew or other competent employee

acting aS'Iiagman.

(4) The Cormission reserves the right to make such furvther
orders Telative $TO the Location, construction, operation, malinten-~
enee and protection of said crossing as o 1t may seam:&ight and
praper, and to revoke its permission if, in Its Judgment, the
public convenience and necessitvy demand such action.

The authority heroin granted shall become orffective oz the
cdate hereol.

Deted at San Francisco,Califoraia, thiuazlékzéay of
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