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BEFOBE 'm ?AII-BOAD CO:MnaSSION OF 'I'.EE STATE OF C.AI.IFOro."IA. 

} 
In t~e Matter ot the A~~licat1on ot } 
John Bentz tor authorization, as ) 

ni""'Y'~i\ ~\ r: ,~ "D n 1"'\ 'I" , ' , • , ' If \ , 
• .' ,;, ~ ~ ., 4 , 

: Ii':, -: ; ;' -: J I ~\ \ I // I t ..... \ f t 
f,'I •. ·· ," ,1I1"l .. ) II 
W U J u ~ :'Hf'JiIU L~ 

Proprietor ot a public utility, to ) 
install water meters, to charge meter ) ~~plicat1on No. 
rates, a:ld to make an equitable ad- } 

l4942. 

justment ot such rates where water ) 
is used tor other than household ) 
~urpo.ses. ) ________________ 1 

~ohn Rentz, in propria persona. 

BY 'mE COUMISSION: 

OPINION 
----~- .... ---

In this prooeed1ng, J"o:b.n Rentz, who OWXl.3 and operates 

a public utility water $.1st~ supplying about thirty consumers 

in the Fairview Heights section ot Capitola, Santa Cruz County. 

asks the Comm1ssion to establish a meter rate tor his s~st~ 

Tone application alleges that certain consumers are wastetul 1n 

their use ot water tor garden sprinkling and aver$ that the 

installation ot meters will conserve the water supply and re~ult 

in better service to all the consumers • 
.A. publio hearing was held 1n this matter betore Ex-

sminer satterwhite at Capitola. 
~e rates now in etteot are all tlat and were tiled 

with the Commission on August 15, 1925, as tollows: 
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$15.00~er annum - Do~e$t1e use tor 
~er.manent residents. 

$12.00 per ann~ - For non-~er.manent 
residents. 

$19.20 ~er annum - Domestic and garden 
irrigation use, per-
manent res1dent&. 

· . 

Appl1eent ela~ed that the exces$i~e and unregulated 

demanc.s ot so~e ot the consumers tor la.wn and gard.en spr1nkl1ng 

overtaxed the ca.pacity 01' the syzt~ and. rC$ulted 1n 1nAdequate 

service to the other consumers, and turther alleged that the 

a.bove unrestrioted use mate~1ally 1ncrea3ed the operating costs, 

prtnc1pall1 through excees1ve :pumping reqU1r~ents. T.ae in-

stallation 01' meters, according to applicant, will greatly re-

lieve present 1~dequate service cond.itions. 

'the consumers present generally stated that they had 

no objection to the a.doption 0. t a reasonable, meter rate but were ll.ot 

satis1'ied with the service now being rendered, which they. indicated 

was mainly caused by the tact that the distribution mains are 1n-

adequate in size and earr.r1ng eapa.e1ty • 

.A. meter rate Will be established in the following order 

Which should produce a reasonable net return u~on the investment. 

However, applicant Will 'be reqU1red to render adequate and proper 

service at all reasonable t:1:mes and., 1n the event the a:p~11cant 

tails so to dO, the Comm1ssion reserves the :right herein to 

d1rec t, by s'tl!>plemental order, the ins talla t1o:c. ot larger :c..a1ns 

and such other improvements as may appear necossar.1 and :pro~er. 

ORDER - ... - ........... 

10hn Rentz haVing applied to the Railroad Commission 
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"t'or an order authorizing a metel' rate to be charged tor water 

su~:plied to his consumers in the vicinity ot Fairview Heights, 
. " 

Capitola, Sante. Cruz County, Cal 1 tOl"llie., a. public hearing having 

been held thereon, the mattel' having been submitted and the Com-

~ssion being now tully advised in the ~remises, 
It 1:; hereby tound as e. tact that the present :rate 

schedule ot 10hn Rentz, in so tar as it d1tters trom the schedule 

ot rates herein established, is unt~ and unreasonable and that 

the rates herein established are just and reasonable rates to 

be charged tor the servioe rendered. 
Basing this order u~on the torego1ng finding ot taots 

and. upon the turther statement of tacts contained in the opinion 

whioh preoedes this order, 
IT IS HEREBY O?DERED that 10hn Rentz be and he is 

hereby direoted to tile with this Co~ssion, within thil'ty (30) 

days trom the date ot thi3 order, the following sohedule ot =ates 

to be oharged tor all water delivered to oonsumers subsequent to 
the. ___ 3;:;;ls:;;..t~· ___ d.ay ot'_-loC~';:: ..... "i.w.Qb .. e ..... r ..... ___ , 1928: 

METER RATES 

.b.nnool Charge: .' , 

M1n1:m.um annual oharge, ~e.ye. ble in advanoe, 
whioh entitles consumer to a max1mum ot 
SOO.cubic teet. ot water per month for a 
period or eight months--------------------------$12.00 

All use during other months, 500 oub1¢ 
teet or less per ~nth-------------------------- 1.50 

For use over 500 cubic teet: 
Next 3~500 oubic teet, per 100 oubi0 teet-------$ .25 
Next 3,000 cubic teet, ~er 100 cubi0 teet-------. .20 
Over 7,000 cubi0 teet, per 100 cubic teet------- .15 
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GEE: .--

]'!.AT ?A. TES 

Annual Charges: 

Domestie r~te tor per.manent residents------------~lS.OO 
Domestio rate tor non-~er.manent residents--------.12.00 
Domestie and sarden use, permanent res1dents--w -- 19.20 

Any eonsumer is entitled to metered serviee 
upon application theretor and the utility 
may meter FJJ:J.Y' and all service oo:cnectio:c.s. 

IT IS E:ERE:SY F'ORTEER ORDERED that J'oJ:m Rentz be and .. . 
he is hereby directed to tile with the Railroad Commission, 

with1ll thirty (30) days trom the date ot this order, rules and 

regulations governing his relationz with cOn3umers, said rules 

and regulations to beeome ettcct1ve upon their aoee~t~ee tor 

tiling by this Co_·~ss1o:c.. 

For a~ other ~urposes, the etteetive date or this 

order shall be twent~ (20) da1s trom and after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Fr~eiseo, Calitorn1a, this r;t~ 
day ot t;,a., , 1928. 

4C1~ 
()~"'> . .-: '-~'---"" .. ' Cd .. ~ . . 

....... ...~ . 

. ~ ... ~.. ... .. ' 
'·oJ _ • ..,.. .... .,. . --
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